
Volume 66 Number 10           November 2008 

OSLC 

From the Pastor… “Endings and Beginnings”  
This month of November begins with All Saints’ 

Day and ends with the first Sunday in Advent.  It’s a 
time in the church year that is all about endings and 
beginnings, and it is not easy for me to grasp the line 
between the two.   

On All Saints’ Day, we remember the faithful 
departed.  Their earthly course is finished.  We re-
member what is past.  In remembering those we 
loved, there is happiness at the recollection of good 
times.  But there is sadness too that those times are 
ended.  So All Saints’ Day is about endings.  But it is 
also about beginnings.  St. Paul reminds us that if it 
was for this life only that we hoped in Christ, we 
would be a pitiful bunch, we Christians.  But death is 
not just an ending for Christ Jesus.  It is a beginning. 
A new chapter.  Turn the page.   

We say this every Sunday in the communion lit-
urgy.  We confess that when we come to Christ’s Ta-
ble we join with “angels, archangels, and the whole 
company of heaven.”  Around the Lord’s Table are 
not just our friends and fellow Christians that we see. 
We gather also with the whole, unseen host of 
heaven, and sing a verse ourselves of their great, un-
ending hymn every time we kneel and eat the body 
of the Lord broken for us and drink His blood poured 
out for us.  And that’s a beginning.  That’s something 
new, that Feast of Christ’s.  It’s what’s next, what’s 
still to come for us.  The departed faithful are now 
full participants in that new kingdom in which we 
have our share here and there and now and then by 
faith alone.   

“Eschatology” is the fancy, ten cent theological 
word often used to speak of these things.  It’s a word 
that reminds me theologians are very good at coming 
up with long and pretentious sounding words to talk 
about things that are really impossible to talk about. 
It’s something I’ve never liked about theologians—

why can’t they just speak ordinary English like the 
rest of us?  And I think they can’t because if they did, 
well then… we’d all see that they really have no 
clearer idea of these things than we have.  But words 
like “eschatology” cover up that embarrassing fact.   

The liturgy doesn’t use big words.  It takes the 
simple words of Scripture and tells the story of Christ 
Jesus in a way that all can grasp, and yet which 
shows us too that Christ’s story contains many mys-
teries that neither heart nor head can truly encom-
pass.  You can talk to me all day long (as some of my 
grad-school professors have!) about the “eighth day” 
and “inaugurated eschatology” and “the Parousia,” 
and I’m not sure I really ever understand what you’re 
saying.  But when you invite me to sing the Sanctus 
in the Divine Service with “angels, archangels, and 
the whole company of heaven” and give me a hymn 
to sing of Isaiah, the mighty seer, who in spirit once 
soared to heaven and joined that festive gathering for 
a few minutes and saw the temple shaking and smoke 
of incense swirling around God’s throne, well now; 
you are painting a picture that I can see — you are 
giving me a way of participating for real in a mystery 
I cannot fathom but which resolves all my dilemmas 
nonetheless…    

Likewise, the church calendar does not explain 
with big words our journey with Christ but simply 
maps it.  So, this month, with the Advent season, we 
begin the journey with wise men to Bethlehem to be-
hold the newborn king, who, on the cross, destroys 
the old world of sin and death (an ending), and yet, 
by His dying and rising, also opens up a new king-
dom of everlasting life (a beginning).  I cannot ex-
plain these endings and beginnings.  But through the 
church’s liturgy and faith, I have the map which 
guides me down the road with Christ Jesus, who 
makes all my endings and beginnings good. 
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FROM THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

ADULT  BIBLE  CLASSES ON SUNDAYS

  
Class in the Fellowship Hall 

Vicar German is leading a study on “Galatians.”  This 
class meets in the Fellowship Hall following the brief cof-
fee time.  

The Psalter 
Dr. Ridgeway is teaching on The Psalter in the Conference 
Room, which is studying the 150 Psalms, one at a time. 

TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE  STUDY

  

This class meets with Pastor on Tuesdays, at 10:30 a.m., in 
the Youth Room.  Pastor provides an in-depth look at the up-
coming lessons for the following Sunday. 

November 2  Ruth  

November 9   God’s Servant Samuel  

November 16 Saul Becomes King  

November 23 David and Goliath 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  LESSONS

 
Preschool through 8th Grade 

OSLY 
This group meets every Sunday in the Youth Room to study a 
book of the Bible or a theme that runs through several books of 
the Bible. 

November 
Birthdays  

Sam Markoff 
Katie Murr 

Xavier Zierz 

November 
Baptism Birthdays  

Connor Gridley 


