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From the Pastor... “Endings and Beginnings”

This month of November begins with All Saints
Day and ends with the first Sunday in Advent. It'sa
time in the church year that is all about endings and
beginnings, and it is not easy for meto grasp theline
between the two.

On All Saints' Day, we remember the faithful
departed. Their earthly course isfinished. Were-
member what is past. In remembering those we
loved, there is happiness at the recollection of good
times. But thereis sadness too that those times are
ended. So All Saints' Day is about endings. Butitis
also about beginnings. St. Paul reminds usthat if it
was for thislife only that we hoped in Christ, we
would be apitiful bunch, we Christians. But death is
not just an ending for Christ Jesus. It isabeginning.
A new chapter. Turn the page.

We say this every Sunday in the communion lit-
urgy. We confess that when we cometo Christ's Ta-
ble we join with “angels, archangels, and the whole
company of heaven.” Around the Lord’s Table are
not just our friends and fellow Christians that we see.
We gather also with the whole, unseen host of
heaven, and sing a verse ourselves of their great, un-
ending hymn every time we kneel and eat the body
of the Lord broken for us and drink His blood poured
out for us. And that’sabeginning. That’'s something
new, that Feast of Christ’s. It'swhat’s next, what's
till to come for us. The departed faithful are now
full participantsin that new kingdom in which we
have our share here and there and now and then by
faith alone.

“Eschatology” isthe fancy, ten cent theological
word often used to speak of these things. It'saword
that reminds me theologians are very good at coming
up with long and pretentious sounding words to talk
about things that are really impossible to talk about.
It's something I’ ve never liked about theol ogians—

why can’t they just speak ordinary English like the
rest of us? And | think they can’t becauseif they did,
well then... we' d all see that they really have no
clearer idea of these things than we have. But words
like “eschatology” cover up that embarrassing fact.

The liturgy doesn’t use big words. It takes the
simple words of Scripture and tells the story of Christ
Jesusin away that all can grasp, and yet which
shows ustoo that Christ’s story contains many mys-
teries that neither heart nor head can truly encom-
pass. You can talk to me all day long (as some of my
grad-school professors have!) about the “eighth day”
and “inaugurated eschatology” and “the Parousia,”
and I’'m not sure | really ever understand what you're
saying. But when you invite me to sing the Sanctus
in the Divine Service with “angels, archangels, and
the whole company of heaven” and give me ahymn
to sing of Isaiah, the mighty seer, who in spirit once
soared to heaven and joined that festive gathering for
afew minutes and saw the temple shaking and smoke
of incense swirling around God’ s throne, well now;
you are painting a picture that | can see— you are
giving me away of participating for rea in amystery
| cannot fathom but which resolves al my dilemmas
nonetheless...

Likewise, the church calendar does not explain
with big words our journey with Christ but simply
mapsit. So, this month, with the Advent season, we
begin the journey with wise men to Bethlehem to be-
hold the newborn king, who, on the cross, destroys
the old world of sin and death (an ending), and yet,
by His dying and rising, also opens up a new king-
dom of everlasting life (abeginning). | cannot ex-
plain these endings and beginnings. But through the
church’s liturgy and faith, | have the map which
guides me down the road with Christ Jesus, who
makes all my endings and beginnings good.
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FROM THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL L ESSONS
Preschool through 8th Grade

November 2 Ruth

November 9 God' s Servant Samuel
November 16 ~ Saul Becomes King
November 23  David and Goliath

OSLY

This group meets every Sunday in the Y outh Room to study a
book of the Bible or atheme that runs through several books of
the Bible.

ADULT BIBLE CLASSES ON SUNDAYS

Classin the Fellowship Hall
Vicar Germanisleading a study on “Galatians.” This
class meetsin the Fellowship Hall following the brief cof-
feetime.

The Psalter

Dr. Ridgeway is teaching on The Psalter in the Conference
Room, which is studying the 150 Psalms, one at atime.

TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY

This class meets with Pastor on Tuesdays, at 10:30 am., in
the Y outh Room. Pastor provides an in-depth look at the up-
coming lessons for the following Sunday.

November

November
Birthdays

Sam Markoff
Katie Murr
Xavier Zierz
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well. Our outstanding teachers are
working hard to make the lessons come

Sunday School isredly going
alive for the students. We still need a

teacher for the 3-5 grades and would like to have another teach for the
preschool class.

Our Sunday School offering will go to meeting some of the needs of the
troops from our church. The list of these troops is under prayer requests
in our weekly bulletin.
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Sunplay, Decem.ber 14, 9:45 am.
Children's Christmas Program
in the Sanctuary



November Services at Our Savior
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Date & Day Service Service Cantor(s) | nstrumentalists Organist
Time
November 2 8:30 Jubilate Ringers Jubilate Ringers
All Saints’ Sunday & Divine Service w/ Comm. Noél Hamm
11:00 Vicar German
November 9 8:30 Divine Service w/ Comm. Senior Choir Men
26th Sunday after Noé&l Hamm
Pentecost 11:00 Matins Vicar German
November 16 8:30 Matins Bonnie Martin
27th Sunday after Catherine Snyder
Pentecost 11:00 Divine Service w/ Comm. Jubilate Ringers Jubilate Ringers
November 23 8:30 Divine Service w/ Comm.
The Last Sunday in Senior Choir Noé Hamm
the Church Year 11:00 Divine Service w/o Comm.
November 30 8:30 Vicar German
1st Sunday in Advent & Divine Service w/ Comm. Noé& Hamm
11:00 Vicar German
. First Su inday in Advent: Novembe 30
Fe—m e — e e e - - - \ o ' Thenew church year begins with the four Sundaysin
: AN , Advent — the four Sundays before Christmas. The
Attention OSLC . Y L Suneey !

older members!!!
1 We areinterested in starting a

I handchime choir for the older

: OSLC members. Theonly re-

; quirement would be the ability to
1walk up the stairs to the Balcony.
: Rehearsals will be during the day
;— morning or afternoon, which-

1ever ismost convenient for the

! 1 group. If you are interested, con-

tact Gini Snyder at 832-8822.

|G|ve itatry. You may be sur-
! prlsed at how much you would

enloy it. Learning anew skill
| heI ps keep us young!!!!

last day of Advent is December 24 midday. Our
scripture readings point to the coming of Christ, the
hope of the world. We traditionally light an additional
candle on the Advent wreath each Sunday. The closer
we come to Christmas — the celebration of the Father
sending His Son into the world — the brighter the
light, the greater our sense of anticipation.

On November 9th, the Rev. John Dreyer from Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN, will serve as guest preacher at
Our Savior Lutheran Church. He will also be speaking during
the Adult Bible class about Concordia Theological Seminary's
relation to the LCM S and seminary recruitment in general. Rev.
Dreyer is an admission counselor for the seminary in Fort Wayne
and has ten years of parish experience, serving churchesin lowa
and Minnesota. In addition, Rev. Dreyer has also worked for the
last six years with Vicar German for Christ Academy, a two-
week residential program on the seminary campus for high-
school-aged youth of the LCM S interested in the ministry.
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In Our Continuing Prayers

Megan Costello Flynn & Michael Flynn and newborn son, Thomas Michael, born 10/8/08. Thomas Michael isthe
Great-grandchild of The Rev. John and Ruth Costello.

In Our Continuing Prayers

Candice Hudson Ruth Burney Hadwig Brown LoisKath

Bud Saylor Charlie Woest Jane Knox Amy Hudson
Chuck Copello Kim Palmer Ben Jeffcoat Jonathan Arnold
Barbara Arneberg Pastor & Ruth Costello Michelle Brighton

Family and Friends of Members

Dean Boik’ s mother
Sue Burgdorf, Aja Friedrich’s grandmother o
Ruth, Mack Brown's sister ;
Tabea Telford, Merridee Soltow’ s mother |
Betty Hayes, mother of Candice Hudson |
Jonathan Idler, friend of the Gassmann family |
Jerry Lehmiller, Billie Shank’ s uncle !
Bob Craddock, friend of LeAnn Hirt ! JEN
Frank Santeramo, Rich’s father |
Carol Mulhollen, a co-worker of Lorna Schroeder |
Duane Johnson, Carolina Cooper’ s grandfather |
Kevin Adamson, Joel Cooper’s uncle !
|
|
|

Lorraine Kroll & Judy Apple, friends of the Santeramo fam- 7 NS ‘ . N
ily FamHya\nd Friends servingin
Joan Weber, Terri McLaughlin's missionary cousin oo our Arhed Forces overseas
Linda Chaney, Laura Gillespie's mother Keith Whitehurst Chris Stockbridge
Helen Pearson friend of the Baileys Matthew Stephens John Jasper
Kelly Flynn, Lori Schammel’s sister, and George Schammel, Matthew McMannes Shawn Stamper
Steve' s father Ben Lavrenz The Rev. Mark Seaman
Chuck Schroeder, Tom’s brother Carl Lasey

Jim Dwyer, Janice and Dan Shattuck, Seve & Maripat
Plocki, Ruth Pitts, friends and co-workers of Lyn Au-
brecht, Pam Aubrecht’ s Aunt Bobbie

Sdney Currin, girlfriend of OSLC Toshiba technician

Pan Lutheran Ministries

Prayer Chain Announcement

Our Prayer Chains are happy to pray for you and your family or friendsin times of need, and we love to
thank God for answered prayers. We are also welcome people who wish to join one of our chains.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,

A

| .~7 i Tomake prayer requests To make prayer requests i l
; N or join the chain, contact or join this chain, contact AN l
} RN ' Bobby Thompson at Debbie Roseman at R o

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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OSLC
We ve moved! Statistical Information
MEMBERSHIP
John Wendler asof 12-31-07
5202 Echo Ridge Rd

Baptized = 482 Confirmed =411

Raleigh, NC 27612

ATTENDANCE
2007 | 2008

Wes & BarbaralLiles
1900 Capers Ct
Raleigh, NC 27612

28 thru October 19

BUDGET
' Our Congregational Treasurer, Chuck Hamm, pro-
1 vides this report.

*************************

1 As of 9/30/08:

1 Budget Needs YTD: $287,917.00
' Budget Receipts YTD: $267,826.28
' Expenses YTD: $284,458.39
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Average from September '
|
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' (*YTD” stands for year to date.) !
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