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Lenten Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesday, February 24th  
 Lenten Dinner 6:00 p.m.  

-ÅÎȭÓ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 0ÁÎÃÁËÅ 3ÕÐÐÅÒ 
 Lenten Vespers 7:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday, March 3rd  

 Lenten Dinner 6:00 p.m.  
Caring Ministries & Christian Education  

Spaghetti sauce with Meatballs, salad & Bread 
 Lenten Vespers 7:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday, March 10th  

 Lenten Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
Youth Group sloppy joes, chips, cold carrots with dip, dessert 

 Lenten Vespers 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, March 17th  
 Lenten Dinner 6:00 p.m. 

TBA 
 Lenten Vespers 7:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday, March 24th  

 Lenten Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
LWML traditional ham dinner, with green bean casserole  

and scalloped potatoes 
 Lenten Vespers 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

Palm Sunday , March 28th at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Maundy Thursday , April 1st at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday , April 2nd at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday ,  April 4, 2010 at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
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ñA Travelerôs Taleò 
Recently I read a biography (of sorts) of 
T.S. Eliot by Lyndall Gordon which she 
sub-titled ñAn Imperfect Lifeò. The book 
had surprising resonance and insight into 
the current spiritual dilemma of the West-
ern World. Eliot had forbidden any author-
ized biographies of his life and made it 
difficult for anyone to write one. Gordon 
slips around those considerable obstacles 
quite adroitly. You would think the biogra-
phy of an early-mid 20th century poet who 
was notorious for obscure and ñdifficultò 
verse, would have little to say to the larger 
spiritual questions that trouble the church 
today. But you would be quite surprised, I 
think, and actually find youôre wrong in 
that assumption if you read Gordonôs 
book. 
 
It was an old teacher of mine, Rowan 
Greer, who put me on to Eliot as a source 
of spiritual insight, way back in my grad 
school days. But as Rowan himself admit-
ted: ñIôm never sure Iôve understood Eliotò. 
His poetry is very allusive and impression-
istic. Gordon ties in the poetry with Eliotôs 
life and spiritual quest. She sees him as a 
man who was always writing spiritual 
autobiography and helps connect the dots 
for the puzzled but curious reader of 
Eliotôs verse. 
 
Eliot was a descendant of an old New 
England Puritan family whoôd fled Eng-
land in the early colonial days to find a 
land where their more pure religion could 
flourish. One Eliot ancestor seems to 
have been a judge at the Salem witch 
trials. Another was president of Harvard. 
His grandfather was a prominent Unitar-
ian clergyman. His mother wrote a great a 
deal of religious verse. His father had 
tried to flee all that weight of expectation 
and went into the grocery business in St. 
Louis. But Eliot ended up going to Har-
vard, where his past caught up with him. 
And Eliot hated his familyôs religion and 
expectations. During the last year of his 
graduate program at Harvard (in philoso-
phy) he went to Oxford for a year and 
never returned to America (and never 
finished his Ph.D.) He would end up a 
permanent expatriate, finally taking Eng-
lish citizenship in the 1920ôs (though he 
returned for visits frequently to America 
and always considered himself an Ameri-
can poet). 
 
What interested me about Eliot is what he 
hated in the religion of his youth and what 

he sought. The Unitarian faith of the late 
19th century was quite different from Uni-
tarians today. Eliotôs grandfather and his 
co-religionists practiced infant Baptism in 
the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit (though Eliot would insist on being 
re-baptized when he joined the Anglican 
Church). They followed basic pattern of 
worship common to any Protestant 
Church of the time, sang the same 
hymns, mentioned Jesus as a great 
teacher. But their religion was all about 
morals. It was all about being a ñgood 
personòðkind and honest and thrifty and 
decent. 
 
But Eliot didnôt want to be good. He 
wanted to be holyðand he saw there is a 
huge difference between those two! He 
hated the bland Protestant moralism of 
his youth because there was no belief in 
original sin, no sense of human corrup-
tion, no hunger for a transcendent and 
holy Life in Christ Jesus (and no interest 
in Christ as Savior). Eliot hungered for a 
church that would forgive his sins and 
bring him into a real and everlasting com-
munion with the Lord Christ and His 
saints. He wanted a church that had sac-
raments, an ancient and apostolic liturgy, 
that took sin seriously, Jesus Christ more 
seriously still, and through sharing in the 
sufferings of Christ would bring a person 
into a Kingdom that is not merely ñgoodò 
but rather holy, eternally so! 
 
The difference between being a good 
person and being a saint obsessed Eliot. 
What we call ñgoodò Eliot saw as hypoc-
risy and sham. His poem ñThe Wastelandò 
stands as an eloquent condemnation of 
the ideals of modern life. He saw the 
ñgoodò people of the Puritan ideal were 
proud, arrogant, materialistic, deaf to spiri-
tual things, blind to Christ Jesus and His 
true church, and ignorant of original sin. 
Much of the religion of American Protes-
tantism he saw as simply supporting the 
predatory commerce that piled up money 
for a few while impoverishing most and 
spiritually ruining everyone, the rich them-
selves first and foremost. 
 
But Eliot saw all the smugness and hy-
pocrisy around him had infected him most 
of all. He wasnôt criticizing the flaws of 
others, but confessing his own sins first 
and foremost (he spent 8 years as a 
banker for Lloyds of London, and lived the 
life he condemned though he tried to es-
cape). He thought that he fell completely 
and lamentably short of the ideals he 

found in the fathers of the Church. This is 
why Gordon calls the book ñT.S. Eliot: An 
Imperfect Lifeò. Because Eliot saw him-
self, as St. Paul confessedðthe chief of 
sinners whose salvation would have to be 
by grace alone, through faith alone, in 
Christ Jesus alone if he were to be saved 
at all. 
 
This profound sense of original sin that 
had ruined him (and our world) was what 
kept Eliot from being a Pharisee con-
demning the sins of others, and made him 
something much more interesting. After 
long searching and much reading, he 
joined the Anglican Church in 1927 and 
was re-baptized at age 38. What drew 
him to the Anglican Church of the 1920s 
was the confession of original sin, the 
practice of confession and absolution, a 
liturgy that centered on receiving the very 
body and blood of Christ for the forgive-
ness of sins, and a spiritual life that prom-
ised sinners escape from a corrupt age 
and new life with Christ in a Kingdom yet 
to come. 
 
Eliot came to realize not many in the An-
glican Church sought what he was after. 
But he loved his church anyway: because 
it still had the Mass, the Creeds, the Sac-
rament, the proclamation of the Gospel of 
Christ. He never imagined the truly catho-
lic Church would ever be very popular or 
understood by the mass of humanity. He 
saw it as a refuge for the remnant, for the 
seekers who were looking for a better 
Kingdom and a holy life in Christ Jesus, 
the Son of God and Second Person of the 
Holy Trinity. Most of all, he resonated 
theologians like Lancelot Andrewes or 
John of the Cross, who taught that it was 
only through sharing in the cross and suf-
ferings of Christ ourselves by faith 
through the churchôs means of grace that 
we come to holiness of life at last. With 
them, he saw the travelerôs way is always 
the narrow, difficult road through the de-
sert. 
 
Today most of America follows a religion 

of ñgoodnessò like Eliotôs Unitarian fore-

bears. But the alternate Way of the an-

cient Churchôs Word, Sacraments, and 

Cross is here in our communion for those, 

who like T.S Eliot, seek not merely a 

ñgoodò life but rather, the holy Oneé 

Pastor Martin 

From the Pastor  Pastor Kevin Martin  
kmartinnc@nc.rr.com  
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Worship  Virginia Snyder  

Gini.snyder@earthlink.net  

Date 
Service of the 
Church Year 

Service 

Time 

Order of 

Service 

Cantors Instrumentalists Organist 

Mar 3 
Lenten Vespers 

7:00 p.m. Vespers   Noël Hamm 

Mar 7 
3rd Sunday  

in Lent  

8:30 

 

11:00 

Matins 

 

Divine Service w/ Comm. 

Mark Arnold 

 

Senior Choir 

Alleluia Ringers 
 

Noël Hamm 

Mar 10 
Lenten Vespers 

7:00 p.m. Vespers  Strings & 

Woodwinds 

Noël Hamm 

Mar 14 
4th Sunday 

in Lent  

8:30 

 

11:00 

Divine Service w/ Comm. 

 

Matins 

Jubilate Ringers 

 

Bob Anderson 

Jubilate Ringers 

 

 

 

Noël Hamm 

Mar 17 
Lenten Vespers 7:00 p.m. Vespers Senior Choir 

 
Noël Hamm 

Mar 21 
5th Sunday 

in Lent  

8:30 

 

11:00 

Matins 

 

Divine Service w/ Comm. 

Laura Gillespie 

 

Bonnie Martin 

 

 

 

 

Catherine 

Snyder 

Mar 24 
Lenten Vespers 

7:00 p.m. Vespers   Noël Hamm 

Mar 28 
Palm & Passion 

Sunday 

8:30 

 

11:00 

Divine Service w/ Comm. 

 

Divine Service w/Comm. 

Jubilate Ringers 

 

Senior Choir 

Alleluia Ringers 

Jubilate Ringers 

 

 

Noël Hamm 

 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) with his ecclesiastical and secular works for choir, 

orchestra, and solo instruments drew together the strands of the Baroque period and brought 

it to its ultimate maturity.  Bach's abilities as an organist were highly respected throughout 

Europe during his lifetime, although he was not widely recognized as a great composer until 

a revival of interest and performances of his music in the first half of the 19th century. He is 

now regarded as the supreme composer of the Baroque, and as one of the greatest of all time.  

His chorales in particular are still a mainstay in church choir libraries today.  They are won-

derful, moving settings of hymns written by hymn writers from the early church up to the 

eighteenth century. 

 In an age when there is a decided separation of church and state within the school sys-

tem, Bach and his music are studied in the classroom as major players in the history of mu-

sic.  An organist friend of ours once commented that Johann Sebastian wrote so much mu-

sic that it could be divided into 20 pages per day for his entire life.  If you are an admirer of 

Bachôs work, you may like to wish him a happy 325th birthday on March 21! 

The music that we perform in the Sunday services has been written by composers who lived hundreds of years 

ago or by composers in the recent past who have been influenced by the great composers of the Lutheran heri-

Sacred Music Composers through the Ages 
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Children     
Preschool through 8th Grade  
Sunday School Lessons 
March 7 Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
Luke 5:1-11 
March 14 The Transfiguration 
Luke 9:28-36 
March 21 The Temptation of Jesus 
Luke 4:1-13 
March 28 Jesus Heals Ten Men with Leprosy 
Luke 17:11-19 
 

Youth                            9th ï12th Grade  
This group meets every Sunday in the Youth 
Room to study a book of the Bible or a theme 
that runs through several books of the Bible. 
 

Confirmation          8th Grade  
Confirmands meet on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. in 
the youth room.   
 

Adult  
Isaiah  
Pastor Martin is continuing the study on Isaiah.  
This class meets in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

The Psalter  
Dr. Ridgeway is teaching on The Psalter in the 
Music Room, which is studying the 150 Psalms, 
one at a time. 
 

Tuesday Mornings                10:30-11:30 a.m.  
This class meets with Pastor on Tuesdays in the 
Youth Room.  Pastor provides an in-depth look at 
the upcoming lessons for the following Sunday. 
 

Lutheran Student Fellowship      5:30 p.m.  
Calling all college studentsé. Mark your calen-
dars now before they get too busy!  We will meet 
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays each month.   Our first 
meeting will be Thursday December 3rd.  Check 
the Sunday bulletin for details. 
 

 
  

 

The Board of Education and Sunday 

School Teachers have decided to schedule an 
Assistant parent each Sunday in the Middle 
School class.  Below you will find the assign-
ments for parent assistants.  If you cannot assist 
on the assigned day, please trade days with one 
of the other parents.  Only one parent needs to 
assist each Sunday.  Thank you in advance for 
your assistance . 
 

February 28 - Christel or Blain Lefort 
March 7 - Kim or Rob Palmer 

March 14 - Peggy or Wayne Nickola 
March 21 - Ann or Chris Moore 

March 28 - Nancy or Michael Knudsen 
April 4 - Kim or Ron Gridley 

April 11 - Russell or Diane Goto 
April 18 - Leah Greene 

May 2 - Leslie or Steve Estes 
May 9 - Christel or Blain Lefort 
May 16 - Kim or Rob Palmer 

May 23 - Peggy or Wayne Nickola 
May 30 - Bonnie Martin 

 
 

MARCH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  

Preschool ï Chris Nack 

K-2 ï Nuria Zierz 

3-5 - Ron Gridley 

Middle School ï Ann Baden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education  Jane Knox  
jahknox@bellsouth.net  



March , Page 5 

 
Youth  Bonnie Martin  

bmartin5105@nc.rr.com  

GAME NIGHT SUCCESS!  
The youth stayed warm this past month with a 
"Grown-ups Verses the Kids Board Game 
Night" on a chilly rainy night.  It was such fun we 
hope to do it again soon!  (There were plenty of 
youth and adult winners!)  Youth enjoyed donuts 
on Valentine's Day and sitting with their peers in 
the 11am service.  (Next time we'll meet for an 
8:30am service.)  And on the 28th of February we 
had great fun with high school and college 
youth at the Video Game tournament at RUa-
Gamer in Cary. 
  
LENTEN DINNER 
In March the youth will be hosting the Wednes-
day, March 10th Lenten dinner.  Youth fami-
lies should bring a pot of hot sloppy joe meat to 
serve 6-8.  (Buns will be provided).  Please try to 
bring your sloppy joe meat between 5:30pm and 
6:00pm to church.  The menu will include chips, 
cold carrots & dip and dessert. We'll need both 
youth and adults to help set-up at 5:30pm and 
clean-up after the dinner.   Please let Bonnie 
Martin know if you can bring sloppy joes and/or 
help out with set-up & clean-up. Thanks! 
  
LOCK-IN 
The youth will be planning a middle school lock-in 
to be scheduled in April or May.  On March 7th 
after the late service, in the Fellowship Hall, we'll 
be having a brief meeting to discuss lock-in de-
tails and pick a date.  Youth and parents should 
attend.  We need as many parents that are willing 
to take shifts on the evening of the lock-in to su-
pervise.  Youth should make their suggestions for 
games, movie selections, and lock-in activities at 
this meeting.  So please stick around after the 
late service on Sunday, March 7th or if you can't 
m a k e  t h i s  m e e t i n g  e -
mail, BMartin5105@nc.rr.com ,with your avail-
ability to help out or suggestions for the eve-
ning.  Thanks.  Last year we had lots of kids at-
tend and everyone stayed up most of the eve-
ning! 
  
 

PING PONG, ANYONEé 
On Sunday March 14th the 
youth (middle school and high 
school) will meet at church at 
3:00pm to 5:00pm to play ping pong, bean bag 
slide, and have a chance to "Ask the Pastor" Bi-
ble/church related questions.  Come on out, bring 
a friend and your toughest questions! 
  
BABYSITTING FOR PLM  
As a service project the youth will be providing 
babysitting for PLM families attending a life skills 
program at our church on Thursday, March 18th 
from 7-8pm. The youth (middle school, high 
school and adult helpers) will be taking care of 15
-20 preschool - elementary age children for one 
hour.  This is a great opportunity to get service 
hours.  We could also use adults that can stay 
and help.  The children are very energetic and 
active.  We will also be providing childcare for 
these homeless families attending these life skills 
classes on April 15, June 17 and September 
16th.  Thanks so much for your help!  Please tell 
Bonnie Martin if you can babysit. 
  

 

mailto:BMartin5105@nc.rr.com
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Congregational Care  Jill Brown  

Secretary@oslcraleigh.org  

Celebrations and  
Concerns  

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Frieda Haun, mother of Harold 
Haun and Ericka Rosenberger, 
suffering from cancer and falls; 
Tom Baden, recovering from 
knee surgery; Bertha Funder-
burk , recovering from a fall. 
 

PRAY FOR OUR  
MILITARY 
Keith Whitehurst , OSLC mem-
ber and son of Carolyn and Rick 
Whitehurst;   Ryan Miller , 
neighbor of Connie Maes; Mi-
chael Wellborn,  grandson of 
Rev. and Mrs. John Costello; 
David Pasquale , brother-in-law 
of Jill Brown, who was deployed 
to Haiti 

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY  
Georg Dilling, former Member 
of OSLC who has been diag-
nosed with cancer; Marla 
Costello, daughter in law of 
Rev. and Mrs. John Costello, 
awaiting kidney transplant; Bill 
Chisolm, Father of Carolina 
Cooper, has been diagnosed 
with cancer;  Thelma Hamilton , 
grandmother of Christel Lefort, 
who has health concerns; 
Duane Osborne , friend of Lyn 
Aubrecht, who was diagnosed 
with Alzheimer's, and his wife 
Jill  who cares for her husband; 
Rev. Fred Stiemke hospitalized 
with health concerns, Bill 
Touchberry , father of Scott 
Touchberry, who is recovering 
from a serious fall. 

2010  

Flower  

orders  

If you wish to be added to the 
flower order 2010  please 
sign the flower chart in the 

Narthex 
 

Cost for flowers is $73.81.  
Please write ñflowersò in the 
memo portion of your check 
and place it in the offering 

plate.  Additionally, you may 
mail your payment to the 

church office. 

MARCH  

flowers  
 

 

3/7  Available 
3/14 Ted Brna 
3/21 Available 

3/28 Bill Fritz 

 

OSLC MOTHERS OF  
PRESCHOOLERS 

(M.O.P.S.)  
 

We are getting underway, and 
need volunteers for the following 
positions:  Finance, Hospitality, 
MOPPETS caregiver.  If you are 
interested in joining the MOPS 
group or have an interest in the 
above positions contact LeAnn 
Hirt at: 

annekins1221@hotmail.com  
or 919-557-9895 


