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From the Pastor 
Pastor Kevin Martin 

kmartinnc@gmail.com 

Continued on page 3 

“Life in Plague Times” 
 These have been difficult and trying days for us all. I’m sorry I haven’t communicated more to 
you, but it’s been challenging gathering my thoughts, which honestly, change from day to day on 
all of this. Of the thoughts that have remained consistent the first is “Wow! I can’t believe this is 
happening!” I never thought I’d see churches ordered to cease and desist actual Divine Service. It 
has literally never happened in American history, to the best of my knowledge—certainly not na-
tionwide, compulsory, as it is now. We’ve seen far more virulent and deadly epidemics like Span-
ish Flu 1918-19, polio, TB, without the mandatory closing of churches. There’ve been worse flu 
epidemics that did not lead to anything like this: MERS and SARS come to mind. 
 Thus, my second thought: these draconian remedies seem all out of proportion to the actual 
threat. CDC says 100,000-240,000 potential deaths are possible from this coronavirus over 18 
months. Seasonal flu can easily account 60,000 deaths in a six month period which, apples to 
apples, is right in the coronavirus range, yet we don’t shutter the economy and churches because 
of it. Something doesn’t add up here! 
 Even in Bubonic Plague in the middle ages, Luther and other Christians kept churches open. 
In fact, they were, in Wittenberg in 1527, busier than ever in plague times! Even though they 
knew this might increase the risk of infection, the power, comfort, and protection derived from the 
reception of Christ’s Word and Sacrament far outweighed that slight risk for them, as I’ve written 
before on Luther’s 1527 letter “May Christians Flee A Deadly Plague” V. 43, Luther’s Works. Only 
here, in the public Word and Sacrament, is made available the best, divine, most powerful reme-
dy against death and the fear of death (the latter being for Christians, as for our Lord, the bigger 
problem!). 
 Third thought: at OSLC we’ve been strictly social distancing, minimizing contact, far more dili-
gently and effectively than what I see going on in the grocery store, Jersey Mike’s, or the golf 
course. With the size of our sanctuary, we could have regular Divine Service with 120 people in 
each service and still have far more effective social distancing than the Glenwood Village Harris 
Teeter has. A friend in Washington D.C. told me his local stores are policed, and the officers ad-
mit a certain number at a time in proportion to the square footage of the place and inside they po-
lice effective social distancing and contact limiting strategies. Wouldn’t it be more fair if such poli-
cies were applied uniformly, nationwide, to churches as well as liquor stores? Hmm? 
 Fourth thought: where’s the outrage? Where are the protests, lawsuits? I’ve seen thoughtful 
articles in the New Yorker, Atlantic, First Things, New York Times, where people of all political 
and religious stripes have voiced these 1st amendment, constitutional, and social fabric con-
cerns. If you told me churches could be shuttered for at least a month (likely far longer) without 
any massive civil uprising, I would have said you were nuts. Obviously I was wrong. This is very 
disturbing to me. 
 Fifth thought: someone asked me “Well, why don’t you just live-stream the service? And we’ll 
worship online! But Lutherans can’t worship online—only in person. Perhaps, if like some re-
formed groups, we were only disseminating information, online would be fine. But it is not infor-
mation about Christ that saves us. It is Christ Himself—and Jesus promises to be Really Present 
with all His gifts only by the actual, in-person Word and Sacrament ministry of the living pastors 
He makes His voice, hands, feet. This is why, in Acts 5, when the Apostles were ordered to cease 
and desist the public ministry of Word and Sacrament, they did not say “OK, we’ll just write letters 
instead…” but rather “No. We must obey God rather than men.” Mediated means are fine, but 
they aren’t substitutes for the actual Divine Service! Yes, Paul wrote letters to Corinth—but, he 
also appointed pastors, and Paul himself visited Corinth in  person to keep them on the Way. 
Jesus didn’t write a letter; He sent me to you.… (OK, the Super Bowl champ goes last in the 
draft. Tough on the team, great for the QB :-) 
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Sixth thought: while we as individuals can get along for a while—weeks, maybe 
months, without the public ministry of Word and Sacrament as Christ ordained it, such 
fasting’s never good for any of us, but always spiritually dangerous, for all of us. It’s 
like slowly starving to death, and some will hold out longer than others but all will suc-
cumb eventually and be lost… some sooner than others. The Church lives by the pub-
lic means of grace. Over 30 years at this parish ministry thing I have learned that it on-
ly takes a few weeks away from church for some people to fall away permanently 
and get lost from the Church forever. It’s been an unpleasant surprise to me that, 
sometimes, the people I thought strongest fall away the quickest, and those I thought 
weakest actually shine brightest under tempest and storm. So I just can’t discern who’s 
at greatest risk. 
 Seventh and final thought: deprived of our right to freely exercise our faith in peace-
ful public assemblies—which we’d always enjoyed as Americans until the last couple 
weeks!—we are left in a disastrous state. I don’t see any great choices here—just diffi-
cult ones, all of which have grave downsides. Any course of action now open to us 
causes harm to the social fabric, or the church, or both, it seems to me. I’m not sure 
what the least damaging course is. My mind changes almost as much as the particu-
lars of the government bans! I know the church as a whole can’t survive without the 
public, weekly Divine Service. I know that for short times, individuals can make it, but 
that it weakens even the strongest, even if it’s just for a week or two. I know, as a pas-
tor, I can’t in good conscience turn away any who come to the Lord’s House. None of 
this is meant to disparage in any way those who have other opinions and make other 
choices. I’m called to be pastor to the whole flock of OSLC and I plan to do my utmost 
to serve you all faithfully. So if you have needs, concerns, questions, just call. I’m here 
to answer and here to help as best as Christ allows me… I pray for you all and covet 
your prayers for me. 
 As Dr. Luther said at Worms: God will help us. Amen.  

All services and activities at OSLC are  
cancelled until further notice. 

 
We will share a service schedule as we are 
able to plan once the restrictions have been 

removed. 
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Staff and Council  

FINANCIAL REPORT  
As of  February 

Budget   $ 79,479.84 
Income   $ 69,528.21 
Expenses  $ 72,426.42 
Net     $   (2,898.21)  

OSLC has purchased and installed an auto-
mated external defibrillator (AED).   

It is located in the Church Office in the marked 
closet—across from the copy room.  

The door is clearly marked. 

Are you running out of  
offering envelopes? 

We will continue to use our unprinted 
envelopes through 2020.  If you need 

additional envelopes, please see 
Maureen in the Church Office. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
1500 Glenwood Ave. 

Raleigh, NC  27608-2338 
Phone:  (919) 832-8822 

FAX:  (866) 906-9895 (toll free) 
Web site: www.oslcraleigh.org 

 
  Pastor                        kmartinnc@gmail.com 

Reverend Kevin Martin 
  Vicar   philip.bartelt@stwfw.edu 

Vicar Philip Bartelt 
Office                 OSLCadmn@gmail.com 

Maureen Costello 
 

Music  
Noël Hamm            noel2bach@yahoo.com 

Handbell Director/Organist 
Russell Wilcox       music@oslcraleigh.org 

Music Director/Organist 

Church Council June 1, 2019 – May 31, 2020 
Karl Wagner – President  
Darwin Roseman – Vice President  
Sandy Ange – Treasurer    
Steve Schammel – Financial Secretary  
Todd Howell – Council Secretary  
Scott Church – member at large   
  

Board of Elders June 1, 2019 – May 31, 2020 
Karl Abbott, chair  Lyn Aubrecht     

Zach Dorman  Chuck Jaeger   
Britt Johnson  Dave Langley   

Joey Morris    
 

Caring Ministries Chair: Loulie Metzger 
Education Chair: Faith Orr 
Fellowship Chair: Karen Lockamy 
Properties Chair: Joe Lapp 
Technology Chair: Bill Beers 
Youth Chair: Tim Orr 

All services and activities  are cancelled until further notice in compliance with the 
government restrictions,  We will resume a regular schedule once the restrictions 

are lifted. 
 

We are in the process of developing a process of live-streaming services.  As de-
tails become available you will receive more information and instructions. 

 
Throughout these difficult and challenging days ahead we will maintain as much 
contact and support as we are able.  For direct Pastoral Care concerns please 

 either email the Church Office at OSLCAdmn@gmail.com or  
call Maureen at 919-395-4632.   

You may also contact the Pastor via email to kmartinnc@gmail.com 

Did you know … 
You may continue your generous financial 
support of the OSLC through directed bill 

pay programs with your bank.  
For more information - contact 

Maureen. 

Confirmation Class continues via remote access 
 using ZOOM.  The class schedule remains the 

same unless notified. 
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Celebrations      

Taylor Palmer   4/1 
Barbara Wichmann  4/1 
GinnyFinn Mankin  4/5 
Ruth Costello   4/6 
Sam Martinsen   4/6 
Eric Heidepriem   4/8 
Jamie Martinsen   4/8 
Nancy Knudsen   4/8 
Hannah Schwartz  4/8 
Sandy Carpenter  4/11 
Healan Barrow   4/15 
Tom Swanson   4/15 
Diane Goto    4/16 
Tommy Johnson   4/17 
George Goto    4/21 
Cindy Howell    4/21 
Chuck Jaeger   4/22 
Matt Beaty    4/23 
Kim Gridley    4/27 
Mark Kamprath   4/30 

Christopher Wendler 

Congratulations and God’s richest  
blessings on Hayden and Layla 

Smith as they 
 welcomed  

their first child,  
Augustine Julius Smith,  
on Saturday, March 14.   

 
Auggie was baptized on 

 Thursday, March 19. 
 

We remember in prayer … 
 
Brandon Baden, U.S.A.F., nephew of Britt & Sandie 

Johnson 
Matt Beaty, U.S. Army, Fort Bragg, NC 
Capt. Benjamin Brighton, U.S.M.C., grandson of Eri-

ka Swaim, Norfolk, VA 
LTC Shane Evans, U.S. Army National Guard, cousin 

of Carmen Madler, deployed to Kuwait 
Maj. Denny Gerold, U.S.A.F., Fort Bragg, NC  
Cpt. Joshua Gilreath, U.S.A.F., nephew of Tim Potter 
SFC Ken Martinsen, NC National Guard, 130th MEB, 

NC 
Lnc. Cpl. Logan Palmer, U.S.M.C., Camp LeJeune, 

NC 
Maj. Johnny Sherrill, ANG– New Jersey, husband of 

Rachel Baden, KC-135 Pilot, McGuire AFB 
Seth Templeton, U.S. Army, 82nd Airborne, husband 

of Michelle Goto, deployed to Afghanistan 
Chaplain Greg Todd, U.S. Navy 
Ken Woods, U.S. Army, brother of Tim Woods, sta-

tioned at Fort Leavenworth, KS 
Senior Chief Chris Yacur, U.S. Navy, husband of for-

mer member Erin Schmidt Yacur, stationed in GA 
Justin Zehms, U.S. Army, nephew of Beth and Mark 

Hallowell, deployed to the Middle East 
 
OSLC Members: 
Bruce & Gretchen Bailey, age related health concerns 
Joe Hayes, continuing health concerns 
Tommy Johnson, son of Dennis & Kandy Johnson, 
continuing health concerns 
Jane Knox, in rehab recovering from hip replacement 
surgery  
Linda Shearin,  recovering at home following surgery 
for broken ankle 
Tom Swanson, recovering from vascular surgery 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Care 

Thank you to the OSLC family for 
their continuing support of the work 

of Families Together.   
The overwhelming success of the  
recent gala resulting in a grant of  

over $101,000.00. 
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From the Vicar 
Many modern scholars view Luther and his fascination with the Devil as a product of primitive medieval 
thought. They might say something like, “Everyone in his day saw ghosts, devils, and ghouls because 
they were simple people governed by the myths of the church about supernatural powers battling here on 
the earth.” 
 

Even today, demons and devils enjoy more attention in Hollywood than the pulpit. Shows like “Lucifer”, 
“Supernatural”, and the latest Netflix release of “Sabrina the Teenage Witch” treat the demonic as enter-
tainment rather than reality, as fantasy rather than non-fiction. But when Christians gather together and 
pray the seventh petition, “Deliver us from evil,” we do not pray against a fantasy, but against the evil one 
himself.  
 

As such, this petition is a summary of the entire Lord’s Prayer. Luther writes, “So the entire substance of 
all our prayer is directed against our chief enemy. For it is he who hinders among us everything that we 
pray for: God’s name or honor, God’s kingdom and will, our daily bread, a cheerful good conscience, and 
so forth” (Large Catechism III. 113) By praying these words, we make a confession that evil is in this 
world, not because of fate or fortune, but because of the father of lies, the deceiver and murderer of the 
world. We confess that evil is not an abstract, impersonal principle, but a very concrete and personal reali-
ty. 
 

The evil one declared war on all Christians at the same moment God declared peace by the waters 
of Baptism.  
 

Unlike life under the so-called “prosperity gospel,” the true baptismal life is lived under the cross and in the 
kingdom of Satan. As we persevere under this present wicked age we are subject to all the Devil’s wiles: 
“poverty, shame, death, and, in short, all the agonizing misery and heartache of which there is such an 
unnumbered multitude on the earth… [the Devil] often breaks men’s necks or drives them to insanity, 
drowns some, and moves many to commit suicide and to many other terrible disasters” (Large Catechism 
III. 115). From all this we pray that God would deliver us and give us every good blessing of body and 
soul, just as he has promised to do in the first article of the Creed.  
 

While this petition firmly fixes our eyes on this present wicked age, it also draws us into the age to come. 
In his explanation of this petition in the Small Catechism, Luther writes, “We pray in this petition, in sum-
mary, that our Father in heaven would...finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and gra-
ciously take us from this valley of sorrow to himself in heaven” (Small Catechism III.7). In this way, Luther 
doesn’t allow our foes--death, hell, and the Devil--to have the last word. As much as this petition la-
ments evil and the works of the evil one, it also proclaims the victory of the resurrected Lord. It proclaims 
that, in Christ, God has delivered us from all evil, and will indeed bring us to rest at last in the new creation 
with him forever. 
 

Thus, just as we began the Lord’s Prayer in view of our adoption by baptism, so we end the Lord’s 
Prayer with the promises of baptism ringing in our ears.  
 

Finally the only thing left to say is “Amen” which, on the face of it, is an odd way to end a conversation. 
Usually we say, “goodbye”, or “see you later,” but Christians say “Amen.” The reason for this oddness is 
because when you say “Amen” you are, as it were, speaking in tongues--you’re speaking in Hebrew. 
 

In Hebrew, when “Amen” is used as an adjective, it means something is trustworthy, sure, or certain. Like-

wise, as a verb, it means “to believe.” This is why Luther says everything depends on this little word. With 

this word of faith all meekness and doubt is cast aside. We boldly proclaim, “I believe! I believe that God is 

my Father. I believe that he has put his holy name on me in baptism. I believe his will is done and his 

kingdom comes by the power of the Holy Spirit. I believe he is my giver of daily bread and every good 

thing. I believe that I sin greatly, but I also believe God’s forgiveness is even greater. And I believe that 

God will deliver me from the Devil and this Valley of Death and welcome me home to everlasting life.” In 

the name of Jesus, Amen.  

 

Vicar Bartelt 
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Families Together 
Hope Begins with a Home 
We have made huge strides in moving families from homeless to home, but we still have 
work to do! With your help, Families Together was able to launch our new affordable hous-
ing projects which will allow us to help more families and create more success stories like 
Gwen’s. Gwen, her husband, and two daughters were sleeping in their car; afraid every 
night that someone would discover them; afraid that someone would try to take her children 
from her. Then, she was referred to Families Together. Her FT Mentor Advocate believed 
in her, which was the push Gwen needed to start over. Thanks to Families Together, Gwen 
and her family are no longer sleeping in their car - they have secured stable housing, and 
is a successful HR professional.  
 

Any chance she gets, she speaks highly of the love, empowerment, and hope she was giv-

en by Families Together and is now a member of the Board of Directors. 
 

Beginning March 1, your new or increased donation to Families Together will be match by The Stewards 

Fun and help more families like Gwen’s experience the hope that begins with a home.  

Visit FamiliesTogetherNC.org to make a secure, easy donation online or mail your check to Families 

Together: PO Box 14395; Raleigh, NC 27620. Your gifts create loving homes where parents can provide 

their children with the peace and security of a stable roof overhead. 

 

Triple Impact Match Day 
Mark your calendars! April 1st, when you make any donation to Families Together, your gift will be TRI-
PLED! That is TRIPLE the impact you will make on families transitioning from homelessness to home. 

 
 
Spring Welcome Home Drive 
Families Together need your help to provide Welcome Basket supplies for each new family that we help 

move into an apartment.  Any items you are able to donate on the list below will make a tremendous 

difference. For more information or to schedule a drop-off time, please contact volun-

teer@familiestogether.org or call Martinique at 919-212-1123 ext.232. 

Items needed: cleaning supplies, twin bed sheets, laundry soap, blow up mattresses w/pump, hygiene 

items [both male & female teens], baby wipes, diapers and pull-ups, feminine products, and first-aid kits. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
At Families Together we have a long history of providing volunteers meaningful and rewarding ways to 

help out in our community. When volunteers give their time and their talent, they are increasing our im-

pact on the families we serve. We currently have a need for volunteers to staff the children’s program for 

workshops, as well as for landscaping, gardening, and painting (decks). 

Both individual volunteers and volunteer groups have the opportunity to show people in our community 

that they are cared for and supported as they begin the process of rebuilding their lives. Visit 

www.familiestogethernc.org/volunteer to find additional information on how you can get involved. 

Attending a new Volunteer Orientation is your first step to getting started. Learn more or sign-up for a 

session at www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084bacaf2ca2a7-families. 

Advance registration is required to attend an orientation so that we can be properly prepared for you. 

Please contact Martinique Lovett at Martinique@familiestogethernc.org with any volunteer related ques-

tions. 

 

40 YEARS TOGETHER 
Thank you for 40 years of Community Compassion and Life-Changing Impact.  

We could not accomplish our mission to move families from homelessness to home without you! 
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LWML 
Debbie Roseman 

dacroseman@gmail.com 

On New Lutheran Woman’s Quarterlies are now 
available on the table beneath the LWML bulletin 
board in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
The cover story this month is entitled “Molly Hem-
ingway: I Am Not Ashamed.” You may recognize 
Molly from network news or mainstream media. 
She is the daughter of a Lutheran pastor and lives 
in Washington, DC. She started a web magazine 
called The Federalist and has appeared on Fox 
News. Read about how Mollie keeps her focus on 
Jesus in the world of journalism. 
 
Also in the Quarterly are articles on the theme 
“Vision 20/20,” updates on our mission grants, and 
three Bible studies for your use at home.   
  
LWML LUNCH BUNCH – APRIL 28 – 12:30 P.M. 
[pending government restrictions] 
In April the Lunch Bunch will be meeting at Irre-
gardless located at 901 W. Morgan 
Street in Raleigh. Please sign up on 
the LWML bulletin board in the Fel-
lowship Hall and indicate if you 
would like to carpool. Carpoolers 
should be at the church by noon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LWML ONGOING COLLECTIONS  
Travel size toiletries 
Used eyeglasses 
 
Don’t forget to collect travel size toiletries as you 
vacation. The toiletries are given to the Matthew 
Ministry at Jordan Lutheran Church. Teams from 
Jordan hand out these items to the homeless in 
downtown Raleigh twice a month on 
Saturdays. 
 
You will find a collection basket for 
these items on the LWML table in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LWML MITE COLLECTION - SUNDAY, APRIL 26 
On March 1, 2020, LWML Oregon District Presi-
dent Carmen Nagel and Vice President of Commu-
nication Char Kroemer were with Immanuel Lu-
theran in Hood River, Oregon, celebrating LWML 
Sunday. During the joyful worship service, a check 
for $55,000, the partial funding for LWML 2019-
2021 Mission Grant #6, Mobile Medical Mercy Mis-
sion Bus called the “4M Bus,” was presented to 
Rev. Jeffery Mueller. The remaining $45,000 of the 
$100,000 grant will be requested as needed. 
These funds will be used to purchase and retrofit a 
bus with medical equipment and provide the sani-
tary area needed for medical and dental proce-
dures in remote and inaccessible villages in Gua-
temala. Pastor Mueller reported that the bus will 
now be ordered with the funds that were received. 
 
MITE COLLECTIONS – 
February Mites - $61.50 
 



 9 

 

LWML 

www.lwml.org 

Wind River Indian Reservation 
at Fort Washakie in Wyoming 

 
Wind River Lutheran Mission 

 
$40,000.00 

 
 
Wind River Lutheran Mission (WRLM) works with the Sho-
shone and Arapaho tribes and is currently the only existing 
full-time mission with a pastor living on site. In this high 
poverty area of Native Americans, children receive little or 
no support when it comes to Christian education. A large 
part of this ministry focuses on outreach to the children of 
the Wind River Reservation. Very few children can acquire 
transportation to attend bible classes at Fort Washakie and 
Crowheart. Parents allow WRLM staff to pick up their chil-
dren and take them to Sunday school or VBS. In most in-
stances this is the only opportunity to share the Gospel of 
Christ with children living on the reservation.  With a suita-
ble vehicle purchased with this grant money, children will 
be able to continue the approximately eighty-eight mile 
round trip for Sunday school at Fort Washakie and the six-
ty mile round trip for “Monday” school at Crowheart. 
 
WHEREAS, we are given the Great Commission of "Go, 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit..."(Matthew 28:19); and 
 
WHEREAS, the people of the Wind River Indian Reserva-
tion are in need of the Good News of Christ; and 
 
WHEREAS, the transportation needs of the people of the 
Wind River Indian Reservation are great and the Wind Riv-
er Lutheran Mission is unable to finance the cost of reliable 
transportation; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the delegates gathered at the 2019 
 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Convention in Mo-
bile, Alabama, vote the sum of $40,000 to help fund Wind 
River Indian Reservation Transportation. 

WE PRAY TOGETHER … Caring Father, we come to You seeking Your compassion and guidance for the outreach 
ministry to native American children living on the Wind River Indian Reservation. We pray for Your continued bless-
ings for this Wyoming ministry. Send Your Holy Spirit to their full-time pastor as he labors to share the Word with the 
American Indian community. Help us, Lord, to grow in faith and to show by our actions the love You so freely gave 
on that rugged cross. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who 
fear him (Psalm 103:13). In Your blessed name we pray. Amen  

All material printed directly from LWML .org 

With the purchase of a church building near Fort 
Washakie in the spring of 1978 by the LCMS Wyoming 
District, the mission work with the Shoshone and Arapa-
ho Native American 
tribes began. A large 
part of this ministry is 
focused on outreach to 
the children of the Wind 
River Indian Reserva-
tion. Due to the dis-
tance from their homes 
and with transportation 
options being limited, 
very few children are 
able to attend the Bible classes in Fort Washakie and 
Crowheart. A suitable vehicle will enable the children to 
continue the 88-mile round trip to Fort Washakie to Sun-
day school and the 60-mile round trip to Crowheart for 
the “Monday” school. These classes are the mission’s 
best, and in most instances, the only, opportunity to 
share the Gospel of Christ with the children living on the 
Reservation. The children of this high-poverty ethnic area 
receive few or no opportunities for Christian education. 
Often, there is little involvement from the parents in their 
children’s education, and they make no effort to attend 
church. However, the parents grant the Wind River Lu-
theran Mission (WRLM) staff permission to pick up their 
children and take them to Sunday school or VBS. There 
they learn about Jesus, and the children become Christ-
bearers, shining their light and pointing their families to 
the Savior. In order to accomplish this work, funds are 
needed to purchase a reliable passenger van for the chil-
dren’s transportation. A van, rather than a school bus, is 
preferred, as van drivers are not required to obtain a spe-
cial license. Your support of Mission Grant #9, the Wind 
River Indian Reservation Transportation at Fort Washak-
ie, Wyoming, is greatly appreciated. Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God (Philippians 4:6).  


