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April 23, 2020
Dear Members,
I see that my actions in offering pastoral care during the COVID-19 crisis, while well-intentioned, have
caused distress to some of our members and our community. I am truly and deeply sorry.
Throughout this difficult time, we have been constantly evaluating the ever-changing flow of information and government measures to prevent the spread of this virus, so as to continue to serve our
members effectively and at the same time doing our part to preserve and to promote the health and
safety of our community. I doubt that any of us imagined a circumstance in which those unquestionably salutary aims could even possibly be seen as being at odds with one another. All of us seek to
continue to serve both aims as completely as ever, yet – likely as a consequence of the novelty of our
current situation – there are many thoughtful but differing views of the best way we should do that.
Some of my efforts seem to have been successful; others have not. Every day, however, I have tried
my very best, and will continue to try just the same as we move forward, to serve our members and
to take care of the health and safety of our friends and neighbors, and I ask for your understanding of
the difficulty in striking a respectful and sensitive balance that best achieves the needs of all. I ask
you also to extend that same understanding to each other, recognizing that notwithstanding the differences we might have in our personal assessments of the current environment and what it means for
us as a congregation, our faith and fervent love for one another remain common bonds that unite us
and will continue to unite us when this crisis is behind us.
After much consultation and careful consideration of the challenging circumstances in which we find
ourselves, both as a congregation and as a community, I have decided to cancel all scheduled inperson services, effective immediately. I strongly encourage our members during this time of crisis to
make use of our online devotional resources. We will continue to have video of worship available,
and live-stream bible studies. Our technology committee is working tirelessly to improve those offerings and we’ll provide more details soon on what those resources are and how to access them.
Please be assured, however, that Holy Communion will continue to be available on an individual, crucial need-basis to be arranged directly with the pastor, always in keeping with the current state and
local health guidelines.
I look forward to the time when we can gather regularly as a congregation and am confident that time
is not far in the future. In the meantime, our prayers continue for your well-being and that of all our
neighbors.

Rev. Kevin W. Martin
Our Savior Lutheran Church
1500 Glenwood Ave
Raleigh, NC 27608

2

We are pleased to introduce our newest vicarage placement,
Nathan Stoppenhagen. Vicar Stoppenhaggen is a student at the Fort
Wayne Seminary. He is originally from Ossian, Indiana. We look forward to
sharing more information as we receive it.
We anticipate Vicar Stoppenhaggen to begin his time with us this summer.

OSLC’s own Chase Lefort has been assigned a vicarage
placement to Messiah Lutheran Church in Danville, California.

OSLC’s own Timothy Sheridan [pictured with wife Kaitlyn and
son, Thomas] has been issued a call to St. Luke Lutheran
Church, Harrison, Michigan.
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Staff and Council
Church Council June 1, 2019 – May 31, 2020
Karl Wagner – President
Darwin Roseman – Vice President
Sandy Ange – Treasurer
Steve Schammel – Financial Secretary
Todd Howell – Council Secretary
Scott Church – member at large
Board of Elders June 1, 2019 – May 31, 2020
Karl Abbott, chair
Lyn Aubrecht
Zach Dorman
Chuck Jaeger
Britt Johnson
Dave Langley
Joey Morris
Caring Ministries Chair: Loulie Metzger
Education Chair: Faith Orr
Fellowship Chair: Karen Lockamy
Properties Chair: Joe Lapp
Technology Chair: Bill Beers
Youth Chair: Tim Orr

All services and activities are cancelled
until further notice in compliance with the
government restrictions, We will resume a
regular schedule once the restrictions are
lifted.
We continue to offer live-streaming/
recorded services.
Throughout these difficult and challenging
days ahead we will maintain as much contact and support as we are able. For direct Pastoral Care concerns please
either email the Church Office at
OSLCAdmn@gmail.com or
call Maureen at 919-832-8822.
You may also contact the Pastor via email
to kmartinnc@gmail.com

Our Savior Lutheran Church
1500 Glenwood Ave.
Raleigh, NC 27608-2338
Phone: (919) 832-8822
FAX: (866) 906-9895 (toll free)
Web site: www.oslcraleigh.org
Pastor
Vicar
Office

kmartinnc@gmail.com
Reverend Kevin Martin
philip.bartelt@stwfw.edu
Vicar Philip Bartelt
OSLCadmn@gmail.com
Maureen Costello

Music
Noël Hamm
noel2bach@yahoo.com
Handbell Director/Organist
Russell Wilcox
music@oslcraleigh.org
Music Director/Organist

FINANCIAL REPORT
As of March

Budget
Income
Expenses
Net

$ 119,219.76
$ 102,201.96
$ 109,266.09
$ (7,064.13)

Voters Meeting scheduled for on-line
[ZOOM] for
Sunday, May 17 at
12:00 noon.
You will receive an email with the invitation to join electronically as well as electronic copies of the agenda and all other
pertinent material.
Confirmation Class continues via remote
access using ZOOM. The class schedule
remains the same unless notified.
We are fast approaching Pentecost and our
previously scheduled Rite of Confirmation,
5/31. We are awaiting the governor’s orders
on 5/8 to determine our plans. We are contemplating multiple options and will make a
decision as soon as possible.

Did you know …
Thank you to the OSLC family for your continuing financial support of OSLC. Your offerings may be mailed directly to the church
office and/or you may use the
directed bill pay programs through your bank.
For more information Contact Maureen
Are you running out of
offering envelopes?
We will continue to use our unprinted
envelopes through 2020. If you need
additional envelopes, please see
Maureen in the Church Office.
OSLC has purchased and installed an automated external defibrillator (AED).
It is located in the Church Office in the marked
closet—across from the copy room.
The door is clearly marked.
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Celebrations

Congregational Care
We remember in prayer …

Tami Fragedakis
Sharlene Slothower
Andrew Wichmann
Bailey Wagner
Ethan Mize
Chris Roseman
Owen Farmer
Alison Nack
Tom Hayakawa
Joe Hayes
Jill Touchberry
Cherie Langley
Nicholas Hayakawa
Tom Baden
Hampton Cooper
Anastasia Bartelt
Jackson Williams
Mack Brown
Marilyn Dixon
Janice Weiss
Susan DeKarske
Kurt Saylor
Danna Markoff
Andrea Lapp
Debbie Roseman
Devyn Roseman
Eli Beaty
Courtney Schammel
Jerry DeKarske
Nathaniel Cooper
Tim Orr
Dave Dickmander
Christopher Martin

5/1
5/1
5/1
5/2
5/3
5/3
5/5
5/5
5/6
5/6
5/6
5/7
5/10
5/11
5/11
5/14
5/15
5/16
5/16
5/17
5/18
5/18
5/19
5/21
5/23
5/23
5/24
5/24
5/26
5/27
5/29
5/30
5/30

Brandon Baden, U.S.A.F., nephew of Britt & Sandie
Johnson
Matt Beaty, U.S. Army, Fort Bragg, NC
Capt. Benjamin Brighton, U.S.M.C., grandson of Erika Swaim, Norfolk, VA
LTC Shane Evans, U.S. Army National Guard, cousin
of Carmen Madler, deployed to Kuwait
Maj. Denny Gerold, U.S.A.F., Fort Bragg, NC
Cpt. Joshua Gilreath, U.S.A.F., nephew of Tim Potter
SFC Ken Martinsen, NC National Guard, 130th MEB,
NC
Lnc. Cpl. Logan Palmer, U.S.M.C., Camp LeJeune,
NC
Maj. Johnny Sherrill, ANG– New Jersey, husband of
Rachel Baden, KC-135 Pilot, McGuire AFB
Seth Templeton, U.S. Army, 82nd Airborne, husband
of Michelle Goto
Chaplain Greg Todd, U.S. Navy
Ken Woods, U.S. Army, brother of Tim Woods, stationed at Fort Leavenworth, KS
Senior Chief Chris Yacur, U.S. Navy, husband of former member Erin Schmidt Yacur, stationed in GA
Justin Zehms, U.S. Army, nephew of Beth and Mark
Hallowell, deployed to the Middle East

OSLC Members:
Bruce & Gretchen Bailey, age related health concerns
Joe Hayes, continuing health concerns
Tommy Johnson, son of Dennis & Kandy Johnson,
continuing health concerns
Charlie Woest, anticipating knee surgery on 5/11

GretaWren Mankin
Hannah Schwartz
Jackson Williams
Luke Woods

Congratulations to
Linda Shadowens and Chuck Jaeger
who were married in a private
ceremony on April 18.
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From the Vicar
Luther’s Counsel Under Persecution:
On 6 October 1522 Margaret, the regent of the Low Countries under Charles V, arrested all of the Augustinians in the Monastery of Antwerp under the suspicion of being Evangelical. Most of the friars were exonerated of this charge and quickly released but three remained imprisoned for their beliefs: Henry Vos,
John van den Esschen, and Lambert Thorn. Thorn was let go, but the other two were not so lucky. Under
extreme duress Vos and Esschen remained steadfast to their belief in the Evangelical doctrine. However,
as a result of their steadfastness to the pure Gospel they were taken to Brussels, declared heretics, condemned to death, and burned at the stake on 1 July 1523. In light of the persecution, imprisonment, and
death of the first Protestant martyrs a month later Luther sent a general letter to the Evangelicals in the
Netherlands to comfort and encourage them.
Luther begins this letter by setting the suffering of the saints in context. Despite Charles V wearing the
crown, the true nature of the kingdom of this world is one of darkness and the true ruler of this world the
devil. The political and religious powers set against them are merely the masks of Satan and his prince
the Antichrist. They bear this office not because they are particularly perverse or wicked men but because
they persecute the pure preaching of the Gospel and the right administration of the Sacrament. Which is
to say they stand against the church and true Evangelical theology. It is into this darkness, evil, and antichristian milieu that God has broken in with the light of his Gospel.
Thus the context of Christian suffering, for Luther, is an eschatological one. We stand against the principalities and powers having been translated from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light as Paul
says in Colossians 1, but with one foot in each realm while we endure in this life. In this eschatological
conflict the host of Satan’s army stands arrayed against us, however, on our behalf stands not only the
legions of God’s angels but the holy and most blessed cross. The blood of Christ is what translates us
from one kingdom to another and it is by the blood of Christ that we endure under the weight of our own
cross.
The image of the cross stands as central to Luther’s comfort for those enduring persecution. That God
handed his own Son over to death, shame, and condemnation and yet did not forsake him forever is of
tantamount importance. With the cross as our example we know how God will likewise deal with us.
Though the world may not value our life, put us to shame, or even kill us, we know by the example of
Christ that the blood of the saints will not go forgotten, but is in fact precious in the sight of God. Like the
blood of Cain, the blood of the martyrs cries out to God and he is swift to answer. As Christ was raised
from the dead, with death, hell, and Satan lying defeated, so too will those who suffer for the name be
raised, glorified, and victorious at the last day.
In this way, even shame, suffering, and death are held captive by God and forced to proclaim the goodness, faithfulness, and mercy of the LORD. The devil cannot finally use his own tools for his own ends. All
things do in fact work for good for the beloved of God as Paul says in Romans. Furthermore this captivity
of suffering and death leads the Christian finally to rejoice and be of good cheer even in the thick of affliction, because though God has forsaken me for a little while, with great mercy he will gather me to himself
as Isaiah prophesied. And as David declares, the LORD will be with me in trouble, he will deliver me and
give me honor because God’s name has been placed upon me.
Luther closes his letter of comfort with prayer. That by the power of prayer the saints who remain will endure under persecution and shame because God is powerful to answer all prayers. He will indeed answer
and send his Holy Spirit to call, gather, and strengthen the body of Christ united to its head, Jesus. In this
holy congregation God’s people will continue to be declared holy by the forgiveness of sins, made holy by
the resurrection from the dead, and remain holy in the life everlasting. To all this Luther finally adds
“Amen” which is to say, “yes, indeed, I believe it, it shall be so.” By ending with the Christian “Amen” Luther ends with the faith of a Christian, the faith given by God, and the faith that finally justifies and conquers all fears.

Vicar Bartelt
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Dear Family and Friends in Christ,
Our names are Michaela and Ryan Johnson. We attend Our
Savior Lutheran Church LCMS in Raleigh, North
Carolina. We recently created a cross for the
newly redesigned narthex at OSLC and have received some interest in smaller versions of the
cross for people to have at home. At this time, we
would like to formally announce that we will be
selling 18” black, metal crosses (as pictured)
for $65. These crosses are lightweight for easy
hanging and designed to represent the Trinity.
We are able to ship the cross for an extra $10
shipping fee or have them available for pick-up
at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Raleigh, NC
(after the end of the North Carolina stay-at-home mandate).
Payments may be submitted via Paypal
(mhesse101@gmail.com), Venmo (@MichaelaJohnson101), or
in cash (for in-person orders ONLY) after initial order via email,
phone, or in-person at OSLC (Sunday mornings). If you are interested in purchasing a cross, you may contact us via email:
mhesse101@gmail.com (preferred) or phone: 513-551-6317.
Please include your name, desired number of crosses, payment
method, and shipping (with address)/pick-up information in
email. Allow up to 3-4 weeks for fabrication and processing time
dependent upon quantity of orders received (and current supplies due to stay-at-home mandate). Crosses will ship or be
available for pick-up after payment has been received. Thank
you for your support.
God’s Blessings,

Michaela and Ryan Johnson
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Families Together
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I'm writing to you today to ask you to prayerfully consider helping local homeless families who
have been seriously impacted by the lockdown. Many have lost their jobs and are struggling to
provide for their families. Please read below an update from Families Together.

While I'm asking you to support this worthy cause, one which OSLC founded over 30 years
ago, I will admit that our personal savings have taken a serious blow recently and the last thing
I want to do right now is spend money. We are watching what we spend very closely not knowing how the stock market will affect our savings, or whether my contract work will continue or
for how long. But I'm trying to balance that with how incredibly blessed we are and being a
good steward of what God has entrusted to us to help others in this world.

Today I'm writing a check for $1,000 and I hope that you will consider making a donation of any
amount. Please make checks payable to: Our Savior Lutheran Church and in the memo
note "Families Together".
Thank you for your prayerful consideration in supporting this ministry.

Peace,

Peter Zierz
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LWML
During this time of self-quarantine I’d like to
highlight some of the grants that have been
paid.

Mission Grant #12 “Women’s Witness and Mercy, Asia – Mission Central” $100,000 PAID IN
FULL!
I heard some time ago from our friend and partner
National Grants –
in the Gospel, Gary Thies of Mission Central,
All thanks and praise to God who leads us to sup- about the generous gift that was made by the
port LWML mission grants in prayer and with our
LWML to ten missionary women in Asia — includmite offerings! As of March 30, $856,400 has been ing me. I have wanted to write to you both to share
paid to support our ministry partners for the 2019– how deeply thankful I am for that gift, and then the
2021 biennium. Since the beginning of 2020, over world started to change rapidly!
$491,000 has been paid for the following mission
My family and I are in
grants:
our second year of
#1 Water and the Word for Rural Schools in Kenya service to the church
— Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Kenya
in Phnom Penh,
#3 Mission Outreach for At-Risk Young Women in Cambodia. Before
Africa — Lutheran Hour Ministries
serving here, we
lived in Hanoi, Vi#6 Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus for Guateetnam, for over 10
mala —
Lutheran Church of Guatemala and Child Beyond years until we were
given two weeks’ notice to leave because my husInternational
band was caught teaching local pastors by the po#10 Ministry in Motion — Trinity Lutheran Church, lice. With three children (one of them just 10
Mobile, Alabama
months old at the time), we packed up and said
#12 Women’s Witness and Mercy Asia — Mission good-bye to 10 years of life and ministry in just a
few weeks.
Central
Once again, we find ourselves in a strange posi#20 Music Outreach, Classes, and Resources on tion. We have decided to stay and serve the
the Border — Ysleta Lutheran Mission Human
church in Cambodia during an epidemic. We know
Care, El Paso, Texas
that food choices may become limited, water and
electricity shortage is common, and medical care
is severely lacking. We choose to stay because
God calls us to be salt and light in this world, not
only when it's easy or comfortable. We know that
He is faithful because we have lived through the
loss and pain of leaving our home of 10 years. And
still, He brought us out of that time of mourning
and gave us a new calling. We take comfort in remembering that we have been made new through
Baptism and that God equips us with His Spirit for
everything He has called us to do.
We are so thankful for the faithful women of the
church, who continue to remember its missionaries
in prayer and with financial support. We pray for
you all, too! During this time of isolation and loss of
work, many people are struggling. I pray that God
would continue to equip you as you live as salt and
light in the world and among those whom you
serve.
Sincerely, Aimee Cima
LCMS Missionary in Asia
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LWML
Ministry in Motion at
Trinity Lutheran Church, Mobile, Alabama
$58,000.00

Preschoolers LaTerry Kennedy and Angelina McKenzie pray at the beginning of school day at Trinity
Lutheran School. LCMS photo.

Trinity Lutheran Church of Mobile, Alabama, have a
genuine heart for the people in their community and
seek diverse ways to connect and serve those who
are often under-served and overlooked. Through
this grant, Trinity will be able to expand its outreach
to those in need by making vital transportation available to children, youth, parents, and seniors. While
serving the most vulnerable people in their community, Trinity Lutheran Church is committed to providing assistance to meet some of the physical needs
as well as the spiritual needs of those in the area.
The Ministry in Motion grant funds will enable Trinity
to purchase a sturdy, handicapped accessible, and
well-built church bus for elders, school children,
neighbors, and church members to participate in
church and school ministries both on and off campus.

Trinity Lutheran School, modeled after the ministry of
Rosa J. Young, has remained a stronghold of Christ
centered education in a community dealing with intergenerational poverty and the challenges of urban living. Today Trinity serves 200 students from infants
through fifth grade, and reaches another 45 students
daily from four public schools through its afterschool
program and Good News Bible Club. Daily prayer,
chapel, and devotions help children, many from unchurched homes, develop spiritually in knowing God
loves them. Grant funds are needed to purchase a
handicapped accessible church bus for school children, elders, neighbors, and church members to participate in church and school ministries.
WHEREAS, Christ has called us to be servants to
one another, and to love our neighbors as ourselves.
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.” (Mark 10:45). And “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”' (Mark 12:31); and
WHEREAS, Trinity Lutheran Church and School,
modeled after the ministry of Rosa J. Young, is serving an impoverished community with proclaiming the
Good News of Jesus Christ and teaching with a
Christ centered Gospel to educate children to prepare them for a brighter future; and
WHEREAS, Funds are needed to purchase a handicapped accessible sturdy and well-built church bus
for elders, school children, neighbors and church
members to participate in church and school ministries on and off campus; and
WHEREAS, our current vans are 15 years old and
difficult for elders and children to safely board and
ride, and the community we serve needs transportation; therefore be it

Teacher Jonathan Clausell reads to his class.
LCMS photo

RESOLVED, that the delegates gathered at the 2019
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Convention in
Mobile, Alabama, vote the sum of $58,000 to help
fund Ministry in Motion.

WE PRAY TOGETHER … Lord

God, we come before You today in prayer for Trinity Lutheran Church
of Mobile, Alabama. Send Your Holy Spirit throughout the community so that the Good News of
Christ Jesus is shared with those who are hurting in body and soul. May a bus providing transportation benefit their ministry. Thank You for these faith-filled servants. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

All material printed directly from LWML .org

www.lwml.org
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