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“On Plagues—Metaphorical and Otherwise”
I have seen many references to Albert Camus’ 1947 novel “The Plague” in the popular press
over the last several months—even book clubs reading the novel. All of them have been mining it
for parallels to the coronavirus shut-down. As a fan of Camus since age 15 (a fairly knowledgeable fan, having read everything he’s ever written along with a number of critical biographies) I
have to say, without exception, all of the references and articles on “The Plague” that I’ve seen
have utterly missed the point of “The Plague” in particular and Camus’ work in general (about
180* off to be precise—Rod Dreher’s thing on it at The American Conservative is singularly obtuse).
The mistake they all make is a simple one: the Plague is NOT about a biological plague
but is an ALLEGORY for the Nazi occupation of France from 1940-44!!! Every intelligent/
informed reader of the book knows this (or did know it, before February 2020). I could cite dozens
of sources but let this brief summary from Herbert Lottman’s (still definitive) critical biography of
Camus suffice: “For it was obviously what the public was waiting for, a book about their years of
trial with no direct allusions to those years, nothing about defeat, Nazi occupation, atrocities; it
was all in the allegory. The disaster which strikes the Algerian costal city of Oran is [bubonic]
plague, not war; the heroes are doctors and medical aides, not resistance fighters; the city is isolated not by the Wehrmacht but by quarantine. This is the way the book was read, in any
case.” (Albert Camus, pg. 426).
If you (with invincible ignorance) refuse to read the book as an allegory for Nazi resistance
but as a straight story of how one deals with infectious disease pandemics, you actually end up
with completely opposite conclusions from Camus’ own. Instead of endorsing quarantines
and mass lockdowns of society as reasonable responses to infectious disease (as every reference, review, book club discussion I’ve seen does) Camus’s actually criticizing totalitarian regimes that remove human freedom and pursuit of higher goals and enslave their citizens. Camus
endorses adamant, yes, even violent resistance to such tyranny on the part of free peoples—
even and especially at the risk of their lives. Camus believes there are higher things worth living
and dying for: freedom, duty, honor, truth, goodness, beauty.
Throughout “The Plague” the “disease” is Nazi tyranny. The heroes are the resistance fighters
who refuse to submit to Nazi attacks on freedom, but live as free rebels, fighting back against
their oppressors in the name of first things like truth, freedom, and basic human dignity. The villains are the people who meekly submit to removal of freedom, to tyranny in order to merely survive. If Camus stood for anything, it was that in an absurd world that takes away freedom and
dignity, the free man or woman will rebel, resist, and would rather die than live as a dumb slave.
Camus was the editor and major contributor to an underground newspaper Combat published
throughout the war in occupied France and afterwards (though he would break with Combat in
the postwar years for the way the paper had become meek and subservient to the French government). He became a hero of the French resistance not only for his frequent acts of sabotage
of Nazi government but for his unblinking exposure of the lies that drove Nazi tyranny. He called
for resistance to all totalitarian systems that would take away our freedom to live as we think
best, to pursue the higher things of truth, beauty, goodness and justice.
Camus hated the mainstream media and thought they were massively complicit in the Nazi
rule of France. It’s why he started an underground journal! After the war, he wanted to start “a
daily newspaper which would take a lot of the fun out of newspapering… it would be a critical
newspaper [Camus told a friend] to be published one hour after the first editions of the other papers, twice a day, morning and evening. It would evaluate the probable element of truth in the
other papers’ main stories, with due regard to editorial policies and the past performances of the
correspondents. Once equipped with card-indexed dossiers on the correspondents, a critical
newspaper could work very fast. After a few weeks the whole tone of the press would conform
more closely to reality. An international service.” (Lottman, Albert Camus, p. 380).
Continued on page 3
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I would love to have such a paper today! And while it would probably be wiser (like Camus) to avoid direct allusions to the “pandemic” of the last several months and just
write a little allegory, I would love to have Camus around to edit his critical paper because I have a strong feeling we’ve been lied to massively throughout this
“pandemic”—which by current July 1 stats, has an infection mortality rate in the range
of seasonal flu, as a few doctors: Yale’s Katz, Stanford’s Ioannidis, Oxford’s Gupta
have predicted from early March that it would have, and thus cannot justify mass lockdowns for any sound, medical reason. That made sense to me back in early March
and it is satisfying to note those minority voices advocating freedom have proven right
and the mainstream authoritarian doomsayers are shown to be wrong. Sadly, no Camus has emerged to publish such a newspaper and so it will be a long wait, I think, for
such an honest article evaluating the truth content of the mainstream media over the
last several months.
At any rate, at least we’ve clarified that the journalists who’ve been quoting “The
Plague” (google it and you’ll find dozens of hits) are questionably literate, and certainly
wrong in grasping the point of Camus’ work. “The Plague” is my least favorite work of
Camus’, I must admit (he didn’t like it either, calling it “a tract”). He thought his best
book was The Rebel (agreed!—Exile and the Kingdom is good too). But the point Camus makes in “The Plague” is sound and worth clarifying and heeding. For it is a call to
resist and rebel against governments that would enslave their people, lock them down,
lock them up, in the name of “public health/safety” and to live as free people, even, especially in a totalitarian/oligarchic age such as our own.
Ben Franklin said “a people who would sacrifice Liberty for temporary safety deserves neither Liberty nor Safety.” Camus couldn’t have said it better himself (although
I admit: in French it does sound better).

Due to ongoing concerns regarding social
distancing and being sensitive to these concerns,
as well as our increasing numbers, the Adult Bible
Study will meet in the sanctuary.
Pastor Martin will continue a new Bible Study on
the Pastoral Epistles
studying 1 Timothy - 9:45 a.m.
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Worship & Music
Date
Service of the
Church Year
Wednesday
July 1
Sunday
July 5
5th SA Pentecost
Wednesday
July 8
Sunday
July 12
6th SA Pentecost
Wednesday
July 15
Sunday
July 19
7th SA Pentecost
Wednesday
July 22
Sunday
July 26
8th SA Pentecost
Wednesday
July 29

Service
Time

Order of
Service

6:30 p.m.

Evening Prayer

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Organist

Vocalists
Russell Wilcox

Divine Service

Russell Wilcox
John & Karene Frantz John & Karene Frantz

Evening Prayer

8:30 a.m.

Divine Service

11:00 a.m.

Matins

6:30 p.m.

Evening Prayer

11:00 a.m.

Instrumentalists/

Julianne Dorman

6:30 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

Cantors

Divine Service

Russell Wilcox

Noël Hamm

Debbie Roseman

Russell Wilcox
Beth Hallowell

Beth Hallowell

Bob Anderson

Bob Anderson

6:30 p.m.

Evening Prayer

8:30 a.m.

Divine Service

Julianne Dorman

11:00 a.m.

Matins

Debbie Roseman

6:30 p.m.

Evening Prayer

Russell Wilcox
Noël Hamm

Debbie Roseman

Noël Hamm
Russell Wilcox

OSLC Choir, Jubilate Ringers and the Sunday School Choir
took vacation early this year—for obvious reasons.
We are grateful for the faithful service of all of our musicians
during the 2019-2020 season
We’ve been blessed with faithful
musicians providing
Prelude and Communion solos and
duets during the past several
months. We are indeed grateful for
their willingness to go the extra mile to
provide inspiring music.
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VBS 2020
Sunday mornings
in August
9:30 a.m.
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Staff and Council
Church Council June 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021
Karl Wagner – President
Ben Brown – Vice President
Steve Whited – Treasurer
Steve Schammel – Financial Secretary
Todd Howell – Council Secretary
Scott Church – member at large
Board of Elders June 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021
Karl Abbott, chair
Zach Dorman
Chuck Jaeger
Britt Johnson
Dave Langley
Joey Morris
Matt Schaub
Caring Ministries Chair: Loulie Metzger
Education Chair: Faith Orr
Fellowship Chair: Karen Lockamy
Properties Chair: Joe Lapp
Technology Chair: Chuck Jaeger
Youth Chair: Tim Orr

We are grateful for the continuing and
generous financial support by
the OSLC family. You will find
the offering plate in the narthex
each Sunday.
If have interest in electronic
giving and or direct deposit,
please speak with Maureen.

Listen to Pr. Martin on
KFUO.org’s
Thy Strong Word on
Thursday, July 23,
12:00 noon.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
1500 Glenwood Ave.
Raleigh, NC 27608-2338
Phone: (919) 832-8822
FAX: (866) 906-9895 (toll free)
Web site: www.oslcraleigh.org
Pastor
Vicar
Office

kmartinnc@gmail.com
Reverend Kevin Martin
philip.bartelt@stwfw.edu
Vicar Philip Bartelt
OSLCadmn@gmail.com
Maureen Costello

Music
Noël Hamm
noel2bach@yahoo.com
Handbell Director/Organist
Russell Wilcox
music@oslcraleigh.org
Music Director/Organist

FINANCIAL REPORT
Budget
Income
Expenses

As of May

Net

$ 198,699.60
$ 180,563.19
$ 177,771.27
$

2,791.92

Next meeting:
Tuesday, July 7
5:30 p.m.
SED President, The Rev. Dr. John
Denninger will visit the congregation on
Tuesday, August 4.
Details regarding his visit and
schedule will be made available
as soon as possible.

As we move forward with our return to normal
scheduling we will continue to operate utilizing
recommended social distancing recommendations
in all of our meeting spaces.

We are working on a plan to implement our
volunteers into their roles as of September 1st.
We would ask that if you are currently on the roster of volunteers for any position you confirm your
willingness to continue in that role with the
Church office.

Are you running out of
offering envelopes?
We will continue to use our unprinted
envelopes through 2020. If you need
additional envelopes, please see
Maureen in the Church Office.
OSLC has purchased and installed an automated external defibrillator (AED).
It is located in the Church Office in the marked
closet—across from the copy room.
The door is clearly marked.
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Celebrations

Congregational Care
We remember in prayer …

Gwen Larsen
Ethan Langley
Dominick Colon-Good
Charli Morris
Rich Santeramo
Charlotte Goto
Gene Thompson
Char Spencer
Liz Shank
Cat Slade
Lyn Aubrecht
Martha Werner
John Snyder
Frank Hurley
Laura Power
Chris Touchberry
Nate Touchberry
Paul Orr
Stephanie Farmer
Laura Jordan
Laura Ann Smith

7/1
7/2
7/8
7/11
7/11
7/12
7/14
7/16
7/17
7/17
7/21
7/21
7/23
7/24
7/25
7/25
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/28
7/28

Brandon Baden, U.S.A.F., nephew of Britt & Sandie
Johnson
Matt Beaty, U.S. Army, Fort Bragg, NC
Capt. Benjamin Brighton, U.S.M.C., grandson of Erika Swaim, Norfolk, VA
LTC Shane Evans, U.S. Army National Guard, cousin
of Carmen Madler, deployed to Kuwait
Maj. Denny Gerold, U.S.A.F., Fort Bragg, NC
Cpt. Joshua Gilreath, U.S.A.F., nephew of Tim Potter
SFC Ken Martinsen, NC National Guard, 130th MEB,
NC
Lnc. Cpl. Logan Palmer, U.S.M.C., Camp LeJeune,
NC
Maj. Johnny Sherrill, ANG– New Jersey, husband of
Rachel Baden, KC-135 Pilot, McGuire AFB
Seth Templeton, U.S. Army, 82nd Airborne, husband
of Michelle Goto
Chaplain Greg Todd, U.S. Navy
Ken Woods, U.S. Army, brother of Tim Woods, stationed at Fort Leavenworth, KS
Senior Chief Chris Yacur, U.S. Navy, husband of former member Erin Schmidt Yacur, stationed in GA
Justin Zehms, U.S. Army, nephew of Beth and Mark
Hallowell, returned from deployment
OSLC Members:
Bruce Bailey, age related health concerns
Gretchen Bailey, broken knee cap
Joe Hayes, continuing health concerns
Tommy Johnson, son of Dennis & Kandy Johnson,
continuing health concerns
Margaret Toburen, recovering at home following hospitalization for a broken hip
Charlie Woest, continuing his recovery following knee
replacement surgery

Prayers for a safe and successful week for the
OSLC members participating in the
LCMS Servant Event Bringing Hope to the High Country
July 19-25, 2020
at Camp Linn Haven in Linville, NC
.
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Plan to join us on
Sunday, July 12 as we say
goodbye to Vicar, Jaclyn and
Anastasia Bartelt.
We will have a reception in the
Fellowship Hall
immediately following
the 8:30 service.
We will have a card basket available.

Sunday, July 19, we will be honored
to host the ordination of Timothy
Sheridan into the pastoral ministry.
The ordination service is scheduled
for Sunday, July 19 at 4:00 p.m.

The congregation is invited to attend.
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LWML
DO YOU HAVE TIME FOR SOME EXPLORING?
The LWML website has a wealth of information. Find
out more about our mission grants and read thank you
notes from some of our grant recipients. Find Bible
studies to use at home. Explore resources from different committees. It’s all at your fingertips! Go to lwml.org
and be amazed at what you find.

NATIONAL GRANT #19 PAID!
Dr. Dale A. Meyer, President of Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis, received a $100,000 check for LWML Mission Grant #19, “Making Jesus Known in the United
States Ethnic Communities, Concordia Seminary, St.
Louis, Missouri.”

Throughout the country, there are many devoted firstgeneration immigrants serving in full-time ministry,
reaching out to their ethnic communities and sharing
the Gospel. Many of these church workers are enrolled
in either of two Concordia Seminary programs – the
Center for Hispanic Studies (CHS) and the Ethnic ImTHE CAROLINAS DISTRICT RETREAT AND CONmigrant Institute of Theology (EIIT). Both share the misVENTION FOR 2020 HAVE BOTH BEEN CANsion to make Christ known in their respective ethnic
CELLED.
communities. CHS has a four-year program taught in
At a recent board meeting, the Carolinas District Board Spanish and includes students from many Hispanicof Directors voted to cancel these two events. We are
Latino cultures. The EIIT program already has students
saddened that we can’t get together, greet each other, that have been working in Word and Sacrament minisbe in Bible study together and carry on the important
try as part of their culture. These students often have
work of the district as we normally do at our convenstrained financial circumstances that are making it diffitions. The board is working on a plan to vote for new
cult to pay for this necessary education. Most hold two
officers, bylaws revisions, and most importantly, misand three jobs to make ends meet but are willing to go
sion grants for the 2020-2022 biennium.
to great lengths in the service of Christ and His Gospel.
It is vital that they have the Biblical foundation to go
MITE COLLECTION – SUNDAY, JULY 26
with their passion for ministry. This grant will go toIn the Carolinas District we have just two grants left that wards funding the education costs of these devoted
have not been fully paid. The grant for Professional
students and church workers.
Church Workers in the Southeastern District and the
grant for New Mission Starts in the Carolinas. The bien- LWML ONGOING COLLECTIONS
nium ends August 31. You may pick up a mite box from
the table beneath the LWML bulletin board in the FelTravel size toiletries
lowship Hall or use a LWML envelope found in the pew Don’t forget to collect travel size toiletries as you vacaracks. If you are staying safe at home, consider using
tion. The toiletries are given to the Matthew Ministry at
some other container to collect coins for mission
Jordan Lutheran Church. Teams from Jordan hand out
grants.
these items to the homeless in downtown Raleigh twice
a month on Saturdays.
 Professional Church Work Student Assistance Used eyeglasses
$2500.00 This grant is sent to the Southeastern
Used eyeglasses are taken to the Eye Care Center in
District LCMS to assist with providing tuition for
those in North and South Carolina who are studying Cary.
to be pastors and fulltime church workers.
You will find collection baskets for these items on the
table beneath the LWML bulletin board in the Fellow New Mission Starts in the Carolinas - $5,000
ship Hall.
This grant is distributed as needed to new mission
starts in both North and South Carolina by the
Southeastern District LCMS Board for Mission.
THE SUMMER EDITION OF THE LUTHERAN WOMAN’S QUARTERLY is now available on the table in
front of the LWML bulletin board in the Fellowship
Hall.

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO
CONTINUE TO SAVE MITES!
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LWML
Mission Central supports missionaries by providing
flights to and from the mission location, transportation within the country, a vehicle, insurance, payments for housing and utilities, computers, supplies,
and materials. They also pay the cost for education
of the missionaries’ children, language training, salary for the family, and the expense of orientation
and training prior to leaving for the mission field.
This grant will provide funds to Mission Central to
support these women missionaries in the work they
are doing in Asia. They are ready and willing to give
a reason for the hope they have, to the hungry souls
they serve. For more information about Mission
Central and its work, go to the Mission Central website, https://missioncentral.us/

The pure joy of students at
Concordia Middle School
Taiwan

Touching the Living Word
Lutheran Braille Workers
$100,000
Asia is a harvest field ripe for the gospel. Women in
Mission realize that our grants to missionaries in the
field bring God’s Word to a dying world. Asia is predominately secular with Buddhist, Muslim, Hindu and
other false religions. Throughout Taiwan, Thailand,
Hong Kong, Macau and Southeast Asia, ten women
do various mission works such as teaching, acts of
mercy and witnessing the gospel. Some have husbands and families working alongside of them while
others work with a team or alone. One missionary
teaches 242 students about Jesus in Taiwan while
another has served for 10 years planting seeds of
mercy and witnessing in Southeast Asia. Whether
teaching English as a Second Language in Thailand
or building relationships to open doors for sharing the
gospel, each woman in the mission field helps in the
growth God’s Kingdom. This grant will help support
these women in their unique mission setting in Asia.
WHEREAS, the Women in Mission of the LWML are
eager to fulfill their mission statement to assist and
enable every woman of the LCMS to use her gifts in
ministry to the people of the world; and

A sweet child learns about
Jesus in her own language

WHEREAS, women doing missionary work in Asia
are "ready and willing to give a reason for the hope
they have ..." (1 Peter 3:15) to the hungry souls lining
up to receive hope and truth in Christ, and whose given talents in the field include nurses, managers,
teachers, coordinators, and deaconesses; and
Learning “God Made Me Special”
Concordia Middle School
Taiwan

WHEREAS, the cost to support any missionary, let
alone their projects of the heart is at least $50,000 a
year; and
WHEREAS, this gift will be used to support our sisters in their unique mission in Asia or to help keep
them there or get them there; and

Concordia Middle School
Taiwan

WHEREAS, Mission Central will correspond with
these missionary women so they can do their very
best for their Lord and Savior, Jesus, in Asia with
help from LWML; therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the delegates gathered at the 2019
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Convention in
Mobile, Alabama, vote the sum of $100,000 to help
fund Women’s Witness and Mercy Asia.

WE PRAY TOGETHER … Heavenly Father, all praise and thanks to You for the opportunity to serve You
through support of LWML Mission Grant #12 — Women’s Witness and Mercy Asia — Mission Central.
Guide the workers at Mission Central to wisely use the funds provided to enable the service of the women
You have called to witness to the people of Asia. We pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus. Amen

All material printed directly from LWML .org

www.lwml.org
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