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From the Pastor 
Pastor Kevin Martin 

kmartinnc@gmail.com 

Continued on page 3 

“The Fire Next Time” 

 The huge plume of smoke from a Western fire on the cover of “Wired” magazine (I’ve never 
been sure how/why I get the magazine) caught my eye (a very spectacular photo) and the quote, 
“In 10 or 15 years we will have prepared the entire western slope of the Sierra Nevada to ignite in 
the greatest firestorm ever seen by human beings.” 

 Now, fire interests me as much (maybe slightly more) as anyone. I wondered “when you say 
‘greatest firestorm ever’ what exactly do you mean?” So, I turned to the article “The Fires Next 
Time” by Daniel Duane and saw these stats: “42,000 foot tall plumes of ash and smoke, 143 mph 
firenados, 1,500 degree blasts of heat.” The article was fascinating. It started with Eric Knapp, a 
research ecologist for the US Forest Service in California. Mr. Knapp was caught in the infamous 
“Carr Fire” in July 2018 in which a fire tornado developed and defied all the models about how fires 
spread, move, and are fueled. Mr. Knapp was helping a neighbor evacuate her house when he, 
though a trained professional, was nearly killed when the fire spawned a flaming tornado that 
rained devastation down on the entire neighborhood. 

 Deeper into the article, I discovered that these “plume driven fires” aren’t like anything we’ve 
seen in recent memory—except the purely man-made firestorms from the bombing of Dresden 
and Hiroshima in WWII. Those also created fire tornados of devastating power. 

 The article was rare in having leading scientists like Mr. Knapp and Mark Finney admit in print 
that the science on fire from the last 100 years turns out to be woefully inadequate and nearly use-
less in predicting and coping with these massive wildfires that are burning down a good bit of Cali-
fornia and will soon threaten other Western states with apocalyptic devastation of biblical propor-
tions. Actually the “settled science” of fire prevention might be the largest factor in producing the 
current threat, producing a hubris that we “moderns” know and can manage anything in nature ac-
cording to our whims which turns out to be the worst sort of magical thinking. 

 Indigenous peoples of the American West from time out of mind, and the 19th century Anglo 
ranchers and farmers knew that while fire is undesirable, risky, and harmful in many ways, still: al-
lowing natural fires and even encouraging “prescribed burns” was a way of preventing more cata-
strophic damage. 

 But about 100 years ago, as settlers flooded into California and started building in the wild forest 
lands, the tolerance for wildfires and their risks/annoyances plummeted. The US Forest Service 
(remember Smokey the Bear?) promised that modern science and the advanced knowledge and 
tools it has given us allows us to prevent forest fires and remove all threat and risk of damage they 
present to people and property. Science will make us all safe if we just trust its benevolent wis-
dom.  

 Over the last century, the US Forest Service has spent a massive amount of taxpayer dollars to 
put out every fire as soon as it starts—because people see fire as nothing but harmful and are un-
willing to tolerate the relatively mild risks and annoyances that come from allowing natural fires 
and doing a certain number of “prescribed burns” in the ancient manner (the smokey air and the 
thinning of forests annoys most modern sensibilities).  

 Also, in the name of “environmentalism”, commercial logging in California was regulated almost 
entirely out of existence. While it was done in the name of “preserving nature” (ironically, in a way 
most unnatural) it was tolerated by industry because it kept the price of wood artificially high. 

 So what was the big problem with all the well-intentioned safety measures? Well, by putting out 
every fire, stopping prescribed burns, and eliminating logging, we’ve created, over the last 100 
years, an absolutely massive supply of fuel for firestorms. It’s like storing up dynamite, tons of it, 
in everyone’s back yard. Yes, “it only takes a spark to get a fire going/ and soon all those around 
will be torched by its glowing”—because the massive amounts of heavy fuels from these “risk 
management techniques” has created the ideal conditions for the most perfectly devastating fire-
storm humanity has ever seen. 

 “Light fuels” are brush and fallen trees and young saplings. When these burn, they rarely ignite 
the old, dense trees. The fires stay on the surface and move in predictable ways according to ter-
rain and wind—and burn themselves out naturally with relatively little serious harm. But when you 
have enough “heavy fuels”—dead trees, dense forests—a fire becomes a fire tornado quickly and 
these self-perpetuate by sucking in all the air from 360* around and spreading everywhere—like 
the firestorms of Hiroshima and Dresden! 

 Long story short: because of our unwillingness as a society to tolerate the small risks and annoy-
ances of natural fires and prescribed burns, we’ve piled up enough dynamite to torch much of the 
Western Sierra Nevada range. In about 10 or 15 years it will only take a spark to get a fire going 
that will be truly apocalyptic. A little “safety” now has produced a catastrophic situation for the fu-
ture. 
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Mr. Duane went with a forest ranger to the Blodgett Forest that has been managed for 16 
years in the old way, allowing natural fires to burn themselves out with light surface fuels and 
doing regular prescribed burns. And walking through this forest, Mr. Duane writes: “I can re-
port that a forest when allowed to burn the way it evolved to burn [naturally] feels wonderful, 
a sun-dappled gallery of enormous sugar pine, Douglas fir, and black oak shading meadow-
like ground at once sheltered from weather but open enough to move freely.” 

 Then he was taken to a forest that hadn’t been logged or allowed to burn (any natural fires 
were snuffed immediately in the name of public safety and environmental protection). 
“Crowded tight with young trees among the big, old ones, it was piled deep not only with sur-
face fuels like pine duff and leaves but so-called ladder fuels, the big fallen branches and 
shrubs that help surface fire leap up into the crown and spread more quickly up high. That 
patch of forest also felt intuitively awful: dark, shadowy, maze-like, and cavernous, the night-
mare forest of an old fairy tale…” (emphasis mine). 

 So not only has our ill-conceived intervention to suppress all fires and to ban logging creat-
ed a looming disaster we don’t have the resources to face, it has produced a nightmare land-
scape no one wants to live in. 

 It seemed to me a parable of the hubris and over-reach of modern science and technolo-
gy. The idea that we should not tolerate the small risks of daily life, fires, smoke, some loss 
of property or convenience, the idea we can manage everything to fit our preferences has 
created a true nightmare world. In fixating on greenhouse gases as the key element in cli-
mate change and deciding to manipulate that to our desires, who really knows what the long 
range effects of that will be? Because we know even less about the weather than about fire, 
it would seem… 

 God made Adam and Eve stewards of creation, not designer/manipulators. They were to 
go with the flow of nature, not try to shape everything according to their sinful whims. Putting 
up with things you can’t control like fires, weather, illnesses, bugs, wild animals, tolerating 
the smaller risks nature daily brings produces a more robust and pleasant environment in the 
long-run; it builds natural strengths to face the threats of daily life. 

 Perhaps there is a larger wisdom in this story of fire management for facing modern prob-
lems. Maybe we should be more respectful of ancient ways of managing risks of fire, weath-
er, famine, disease? Maybe tolerating little fires, pests, storms would make us more robust 
and resistant in the face of the Big Ones? Maybe letting God be in charge, even if it means 
daily running some small/moderate risks to our safety would fit us into the world a little more 
wisely, closer to the way He means us to be? 

 Food for thought…  
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Date 
Service of the 
Church Year 

Service 
Time 

Order of 
Service 

Cantors Instrumentalists/ 
 

Vocalists 

Organist 

Sunday 
November 1 

All Saints Day 

8:30 a.m. 
 

11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Divine Service 
Kerri Martinsen 

 
Choir 

Jubilate Ringers 
 

Choir 

Noël Hamm 
 

Russell Wilcox 

Wednesday 
November 4 

 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Evening Prayer 
  

 

 
 

Russell Wilcox 

Sunday 
November 8 

23rd SA Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

Divine Service 
 
 

Matins 

Julianne Dorman & 
Lauren Stoppenhagen 

 
John & Karene Frantz 

Julianne Dorman & 
Lauren Stoppenhagen 

 
John & Karene Frantz 

Noël Hamm 
 
 

Russell Wilcox 

Wednesday 
November 11 

 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Evening Prayer 

 
 

  

Noël Hamm 

Sunday 
November 15 

24th SA Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. 
 

11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Divine Service 
Vicar Stoppenhagen 

 
Choir 

Vicar Stoppenhagen 
 

Choir 

Noël Hamm 
 

Russell Wilcox 

Wednesday 
November 18 

 
6:30 

 
Evening Prayer 

   
Russell Wilcox 

Sunday 
November 22 

Last Sunday of the 
Church Year 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

Divine Service 
 

Choir 
 
 

Mens Chorus 

Choir 
 
 

Mens Chorus 

 
 

Russell Wilcox 

Wednesday 
November 25 

 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Evening Prayer 

   
Noël Hamm 

Sunday 
November 29 

1st Sunday in Advent 

8:30 a.m. 
 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Divine Service 

Beth Hallowell 
 

Kerri Martinsen 

Beth Hallowell 
 

Jubilate Ringers 

 
Noël Hamm 

Worship & Music  

Jubilate Ringers Rehearsals 
 

Monday, November 2, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, November 9, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, November 16, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, November 23, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, November 30, 6:30 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsals 
 

Sunday, November 1, 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday, November 8, 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday, November 15, 9:00 a.m.  
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November Lessons 
 
Nov. 1,   2020  Lesson 9: A Family Reunites: God Helps Joseph Forgive   Genesis 42:1-28; 43:11-30, 45:1-15 
Nov. 8,   2020  Lesson 10: A Basket of Hope, Moses is Born      Exodus 1:1-2:10 
Nov. 15, 2020  Lesson 11: Signs of the True God, Moses and the Plagues  Exodus 7 
Nov. 22, 2020  Lesson 12: The Passover Promise        Exodus 12:1-32 
Nov. 29, 2020  Lesson 13: Food From Heaven: God Cares for His People  Exodus 16 

Education  

 
 
Sundays 
Weekly Sunday School classes are available every week for Preschool  
(ages 3 and up) through 12th grade, 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  
 
All adults are invited and encouraged to attend the Adult Bible Class taught by  
Pr. Martin every Sunday, 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
 
 

Tuesdays 
On Tuesday mornings, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., a review of the lectionary for the week is provided by  
Pr. Martin and/or Vicar Stoppenhagen.  This is an opportunity for all to prepare for the upcoming Sunday 
lessons. 
 
 

Wednesdays 
Wednesday evening, 7;00 p.m. [following Evening Prayer] Pastor Martin & Vicar Stoppenhagen are teach-
ing the class “Spiritual Friendship”. 
 

Saturdays 
On Saturday mornings, 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., Pr. Martin and Vicar Stoppenhagen teach  
Confirmation classes for 7th/8th graders.  Confirmation meets from September through 
[Pentecost, May 23, 2021].  The class is meeting in the Conference Room. 
The class will NOT meet on November 28 (Thanksgiving weekend. 

2020-2021 Sunday School Teachers 
Amanda Abbott, Karl Abbott,  

Shelley Dorman, Zach Dorman, 
 Britt Johnson, Michelle Larsen,  

Bonnie Martin, Faith Orr, Katie Shuler,  
Snjezana Woods, Tim Woods, Nuria Zierz,  

Vicar Stoppenhagen and Pr. Martin 

November Teachers 
Preschool:  Katie Schuler 

K-2nd Grade: Michele Larsen 
3rd-5th Grade: Shelley Dorman 
Middle School; Zach Dorman 

High School: Vicar Stoppenhagen 

The annual Sunday School  
Christmas Program will be  

presented on Sunday,  
December 13, 9:30 a.m.  

[during the Sunday School hour] 



 6 

 

Staff and Council  

FINANCIAL REPORT  
As of  September 

Budget   $ 357,659.28 
Income   $ 344,797.54 
Expenses  $ 318,891.22 
Net     $     25,906.32 

OSLC has purchased and installed an auto-
mated external defibrillator (AED).   

It is located in the Church Office in the marked 
closet—across from the copy room.  

The door is clearly marked. 

Are you running out of  
offering envelopes? 

We will continue to use our unprinted 
 envelopes through 2020.  If you need 

additional envelopes, please see 
Maureen in the Church Office. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
1500 Glenwood Ave. 

Raleigh, NC  27608-2338 
Phone:  (919) 832-8822 

FAX:  (866) 906-9895 (toll free) 
Web site: www.oslcraleigh.org 

 
  Pastor                    kmartinnc@gmail.com 
                                Reverend Kevin Martin 
 

  Vicar          Ethan.stoppenhagen@stwfw.edu 
                                Vicar Ethan Stoppenhagen 
 

  Office                     OSLCadmn@gmail.com 
                                 Maureen Costello 

 
Music  

Noël Hamm            noel2bach@yahoo.com 
Handbell Director/Organist 

 

Russell Wilcox       music@oslcraleigh.org 
Music Director/Organist 

Church Council June 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021 
Karl Wagner – President  
Ben Brown – Vice President  
Steve Whited – Treasurer    
Steve Schammel – Financial Secretary  
Todd Howell – Council Secretary  
Scott Church – member at large   
  

Board of Elders June 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021 
Karl Abbott, chair  Zach Dorman    

Chuck Jaeger  Britt Johnson   
Dave Langley  Joey Morris    

Matt Schaub    
 

Caring Ministries Chair: Loulie Metzger 
Education Chair: Faith Orr 
Fellowship Chair: Karen Lockamy 
Properties Chair: Joe Lapp 
Technology Chair: Chuck Jaeger 
Youth Chair: Tim Orr 

Next meeting: 
Tuesday, November 10 
5:30 p.m. 

We are grateful for the continuing and gener-
ous financial support by the OSLC family.  
You will find the offering plate in the narthex 
each Sunday.   
If you have interest in electronic giving and/or 
direct deposit, please speak with Maureen. 

Next meeting 
December 1 
5:30 p.m. 

As we return to a new normal we are looking for  
volunteers to fill out our schedules for the following: 
 Coffee Prep/Clean Up 
 Ushers 
 Money Counters 
 Greeters 
Please prayerfully consider 
your willingness and availa-
bility.  Contact the Church 
Office if you have questions or concerns, 

Altar Guild Meeting   
Saturday, November 14 
10:00 a.m. 

OSLC will once again be a polling place on 
 Tuesday, November 3 for  the general election.  Please be 

aware and prepared for the increased  
traffic in and round the facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Budget Forum 
Sunday, 11/22 

12:15 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Voters Meeting 
Sunday, 12/6 
12:15 p.m. 
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From the Vicar 

A few weeks ago, a member asked for a few bible passages on stewardship to share 
with a family member.  I put together a few reflections for them, and they thought they 
would be worth sharing with the congregation.   Here they are for your consideration.  
  

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in an steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where 
your treasure is, there you heart will be also.”  —Matthew 6:19-21 

 
This passage from the Sermon on the Mount is short and concise, and easy to gloss 
over without considering its ramifications for our daily lives.  Even when we do reflect on 
it, we tend to focus on the negative aspect of passage:  “Do not lay up treasures on 
earth.”  Rather than focus on what we must do without, I think it’s better to focus on the 
positive action that Jesus exhorts us to:  “Lay up treasures in heaven.”   
Why do we lay up treasures on earth to begin with?  What drives us to save every last 
penny we earn?  There is certainly virtue in frugality and in being a good steward of the 
gifts God has given.  But that frugality can be heightened to the level of miserliness, 
when it pains us even to purchase those things that we need.  At that point, fear is what 
drives us to lay up treasures here on earth—a fear that at some point in the future there 
won’t be enough to survive.   
At the same time, laying up treasures betrays a lack of trust in God’s providence.  It ulti-
mately shows that we don’t think God will be able to provide all that we need.  We de-
pend more on our earthly possessions, rather than finding rest in the ways God pro-
vides for us.  In the Old Testament, the Sabbath rest was a confession that God would 
provide enough to get the Israelites through the one day when they weren’t allowed to 
work.  In the same way, Jesus applies this to our whole lives when he says, “Do not be 
anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, 
what you will put on” (Matthew 12:25).  God will provide all things needed for this life so 
that we can set our minds on things that are above.   
So how do we counter the anxiety about possessions and savings?  “Seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness,” Jesus says, “and all these things will be added 
unto you” (Matthew 6:34).  If we begin to lay up treasures in heaven, we will begin to 
see that our earthly treasures don’t even begin to compare to the eternal gifts God has 
already prepared for us.  But what are those treasures in heaven?  How do we seek 
first the kingdom of God?  The primary treasures of God’s kingdom are his Word and 
Sacrament, for in them we take hold of eternal life.  Holding these gifts at the center will 
lead us into a peace that no treasure of this passing life could offer.   
How then should we treat our earthly treasures in a way that holds these heavenly 
treasures in view?  Here are three deceptively simple practices.  This first is content-
ment (Hebrews 13:5).  We look at what God has provided for us in his wisdom, both 
spiritually and physically, and accept that it is enough.  The second is generosity (1 
Timothy 6:17-19).  Strong work ethic and a desire to earn can be turned outward rather 
than inward.  What we earn can benefit not only ourselves, but those who are in need.  
The third is enjoyment.  God’s created the world to be enjoyed by all.  Christ has re-
deemed not only us sinners, but all of creation, so that we might recognize God’s gifts, 
find pleasure in them, and not worry about whether there will be enough for tomorrow.   
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Celebrations      

Mary Mize    11/1 
Bradley Lefort   11/2 
Tiffany Maes    11/2 
Gina Gassmann   11/4 
Blain Lefort    11/4 
Daniel Lorenz   11/7 
Peter Zierz    11/8 
Pauline Christiansen 11/19 
Lydia Farmer    11/10 
Carol Klein    11/10 
Dotty Henke    11/13 
Gretchen Bailey   11/14 
Karen Gunerman  11/14 
Scott Touchberry  11/14 
Madeline Shank   11/15 
Corbin Kelly    11/19 
Sam Markoff    11/19 
Bob Anderson    11/20 
Jean DeKarske   11/23 
Zack Dorman   11/23 
Caleb Beaty    11/24 
Janis Orr     11/24 
Xavier Zierz    11/25 
Dean Boik    11/28 
Lori Schammel   11/28 
Julianne Dorman  11/29 

Congregational Care 

We remember in prayer … 
 

Family and Friends serving in our Armed Forces  
Brandon Baden, U.S.A.F., nephew of Britt & Sandie 

Johnson 
Matt Beaty, U.S. Army, Fort Bragg, NC 
Capt. Benjamin Brighton, U.S.M.C., grandson of Eri-

ka Swaim, Norfolk, VA 
Lt. Col. James Burhop, U.S. Army Reserve,  friend of 

the Gunermans 
LTC Shane Evans, U.S. Army National Guard, cousin 

of Carmen Madler 
Maj. Denny Gerold, U.S.A.F., Fort Bragg, NC  
Cpt. Joshua Gilreath, U.S.A.F., nephew of Tim Potter 
SFC Ken Martinsen, NC National Guard, 130th MEB, 

NC 
Lance Cpl. Logan Palmer, U.S.M.C., Camp LeJeune, 

NC 
Maj. Johnny Sherrill, New Jersey-ANG., husband of 

Rachel Baden, McGuire AFB 
Seth Templeton, U.S. Army, 82nd Airborne, husband 

of Michelle Goto, Fort Bragg, NC 
Chaplain Greg Todd, U.S. Navy 
Ken Woods, U.S. Army, brother of Tim Woods, sta-

tioned at Fort Leavenworth, KS 
Senior Chief Chris Yacur, U.S. Navy, husband of for-

mer member Erin Schmidt Yacur, stationed in GA 
Justin Zehms, U.S. Army, nephew of Beth and Mark 

Hallowell 
 
OSLC Members: 

Bruce & Gretchen Bailey, age related health 
concerns 
Rebekah Beaty,  newborn daughter of Ashley & 
Matt 
Hayden Gridley, knee surgery 
Joe Hayes, continuing health concerns 
John Snyder, recovering from surgery 
Margaret Toburen, recovering at home following 
hospitalization for a broken hip 
Brandee Wallinger, continuing treatment for on-
going spine issues 

God’s blessings on the 
birth and baptism of 
Rebekah, born to Ashley 
and Matt Beaty.   If any congregational member needs a 

year end tax deduction, please consider 
a donation to the OSLC 2021 Camp 
Linn Haven Youth Servant event. The 
contributions will go towards the youth 
camper's fee, school supplies for the 
back pack project and supplies for the other maintenance 
projects. 
If you need more details, contact Darwin Roseman.  
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LWML 
TO ALL LUNCH BUNCH MEMBERS!  
I know you’re all missing our monthly fellowship opportunities 
just as I am. Hopefully we can resume meeting in January, 
but we’ll see what the situation is after the first of the year. 
My plan is to pick up the restaurants that we missed last 
spring if they’re open for business and everyone is comforta-
ble with eating out. One of our attendees suggested that we 
could all bring our own lunch and meet at church in the Fel-
lowship Hall where we can socially distance. We could also 
order take out. If those are options you’d like to try, please 
give me a call or send me a text. So far I’ve had no feedback 
on these ideas.   
 
MITE COLLECTION – SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
The Blind Ministry of Resurrection Lutheran Church in Cary, 
NC was chosen as the first grant to be paid for the Carolinas 
District biennium 2020 – 2022. Monthly, Resurrection hosts, 
in their church, an evening of caring for blind and sight-
impaired persons. The evening consists of devotions, prayer, 
dinner and music. Volunteers from the church drive their per-
sonal cars along various routes to collect sight-impaired per-
sons and deliver them to church. Drivers and guests both 
participate during the evening before returning everyone 
home. The project has been appreciated by the guests who, 
in appreciation, have spread the word among their friends. 
Participation increased from several nearby cities requiring 
more volunteers. From 5 guests 7 years ago, they now serve 
41 guests with 25 volunteers. The growth requires extra 
funds beyond the church-funded amounts. A Carolinas Dis-
trict grant of $2,500 will help continue this ministry.  
 
MITE COLLECTIONS – 
September mites - $97.82 
 
THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO CONTINUE TO SAVE 
MITES!  
Mites are the heart and soul of the LWML. We couldn’t do 
what we do without your faithful contributions.  

 

                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 
2021 Convention 

LWML 39th Biennial Conven-
tion Information 

    
        

  
 
Date: June 24–27, 2021 
Location: Lexington, Kentucky 
Theme: Running the Race … Looking to Jesus 
Scripture Verse: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, 
and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endur-
ance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 
12:1-2). 
Goal Statement: Looking to Jesus, we run the race set be-
fore us and proclaim the joy of the Lord. 
Objectives: Convention attendees will: 
•  Focus on Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. 
•  Joyfully celebrate our salvation with song and prayer. 
•  Serve our neighbors through witness and mission. 
 
 
 
LWML ONGOING COLLECTIONS 
  
Travel size toiletries 
Don’t forget to collect travel size toiletries as you vacation. 
The toiletries are given to the Matthew Ministry at Jordan 
Lutheran Church. Teams from Jordan hand out these items 
to the homeless in downtown Raleigh twice a month on Sat-
urdays. 
 
Used eyeglasses 
Used eyeglasses are taken to the Eye Care Center in Cary 
for their recycling program.  
 
You will find collection baskets for these items on the table 
beneath the LWML bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 
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LWML 

www.lwml.org 

Preparing Leaders for Tomorrow 
LCMS School Ministries 

$80,000 
 

The need for well-trained leaders for our Lutheran 
schools is already great and increasing. To address 
the critical shortage of school administrators, the 
School Leadership Development Program (SLED) 
has been redesigned to better equip educators with 
the tools needed to lead Lutheran schools in the 21st 
century. God’s children are well served and His king-
dom is expanded with the help of knowledgeable ed-
ucators. These grant funds will provide training to 
equip 30 qualified candidates for placement as ad-
ministrators in LCMS schools who will directly impact 
thousands of students, helping them grow as disci-
ples of Christ.  
 
WHEREAS, Lutheran schools are one of the Synod's 
premier agencies for Witness, Mercy and Life To-
gether serving 220,000 students, many coming from 
families who are not connected with Christ through a 
church home; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Holy Spirit working through the pow-
erful integration of God's word by 21,748 teachers 
serving in 1,992 Lutheran schools results in the op-
portunity to change many lives being transformed as 
51% of the student body has been identified as Non-
Lutheran or unchurched; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lutheran schools connect our congrega-
tion with their communities in unparalleled ways, 
whereby excellent school leadership is critical to the 
overall quality, effectiveness and sustainability of Lu-
theran schools; and 
WHEREAS, between 2015 and 2020 it is projected 
that approximately 40 percent (40%) of Lutheran 
school administrators will retire from service in our 
schools causing a tremendous void in critical leader-
ship; therefore be it 
RESOLVED, that the delegates gathered at the 2019 
Lutheran Women's Missionary League Convention in 
Mobile, Alabama, vote the sum of $80,000 to help 
fund Preparing Leaders for Tomorrow. 

WE PRAY TOGETHER … Dear heavenly Father, as Lutheran schools search for educators to serve as 
school administrators, we ask for Your guidance. Please lead them to people who have servant hearts 
and who will daily share the Word of God with the children and their families. Father, help our educators 
recognize their call to serve as administrators and assist them in their training. We pray this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.  

All material printed directly from LWML .org 

Lutheran schools are one of the Synod’s premier 
agencies for witness, mercy, and life together. Car-
ing Christian teachers daily share the Word of God 
with children and families. The most important work 
of the Lutheran educator is to share the Gospel 
message of hope. According to the Institute for Edu-
cation Statistics, many school leaders are retiring or 
pursuing new opportunities, thus creating a deficit of 
qualified candidates to fill their positions. Lutheran 
schools are in need of early childhood directors and 
elementary and secondary administrators. The 
LCMS School Leadership Development (SLED) 
Training Program purpose is to identify and recruit 
thirty leadership participants each year who are cur-
rently serving in Lutheran schools and train them 
through two national SLED events conducted by 
LCMS School Ministry. The project seeks to 
strengthen and revitalize Lutheran schools with ad-
ministrators trained to be vital and effective leaders 
so that God’s children are empowered and encour-
aged to live out their lives as His children.  

Lutheran Schools are the Synod’s prem-
ier agency for Witness, Mercy and Life. 
Caring Christians teachers share the 
Word of God daily with children and 
families. Over 220,000 students are 

served in 1,992 schools consisting of 
1,127 early childhood centers, 778 

elementary schools and 87 high schools. 

Currently only 28% of the educators 
serving in our schools are LCMS Ros-
tered-Active members. Educators who 

are Non-Rostered and contracted reflect 
the majority of the educators currently 
serving in Lutheran schools at 51%. 

Caring for students  with varying levels of 
academic readiness from challenging 
socioeconomic backgrounds in rural, sub-
urban and urban  schools while remaining 
financially viable in a difficult economy falls 
under the purview of the Lutheran school 

administrator. 


