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Ascension Day Service
Thursday, May 13, 7:00 p.m.
Divine Service with Communion

The Ascension of Christ
Gustave Dore

Pentecost
Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, May 23
Divine Service with Communion
Rite of Confirmation at 11:00

Pastor Kevin Martin
kmartinnc@gmail.com

From the Pastor
“St. Mark’s Conference”

In an age where most church leaders have succumbed to the cult of “Bureaucratic Managerial
Efficiency” as Alasdair MacIntyre in his great book “After Virtue” sees as the bane of the modern
world—where the “Manager” has become the chief cultural role, and we get Machiavellian
Politicians scheming and conniving to increase personal wealth and power under the guise of being
“Servant Leaders” of the church (and providing “growth”!) the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is
fortunate indeed to have, in Matthew Harrison, a genuine scholar-pastor as Synod President.
President Harrison was the presenter at the St. Mark’s Conference in Baltimore April 19-20 in
which I was delighted to participate. Pr. Harrison is the leading scholar on the life and work of Dr.
Hermann Sasse (1895-1976) whose confessional Lutheran theology has much to say to the church
today.
Pr. Harrison began his presentation with a story that tells you much about Sasse and why he
still is relevant today. Sasse served in World War I, and at the battle of Paschendale Nov. 7, 1917
(the day of the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia) Sasse was one of only 5 men out of a regiment of
120 to have survived. Staggering into camp, his sergeant major greeted him with the words: “But
we have buried you yesterday with full military honors.”
Dr. Sasse was educated at the University of Berlin by some of the most outstanding, influential
(liberal) theologians of the late 19th-early 20th century—Adolf von Harnack, Karl Holl, and Adolf
Deissmann (his doctor father). But the liberal theology he (and his frenemies Karl Barth and Dietrich Bonhoeffer) learned from them as he put it, “was something you can perhaps live on in happy
times, but you can’t die with it. So that optimistic theology died for us in WWI.” He spent the rest of
his life searching for a faith in which one could live and die.
So, Pr. Harrison’s story of Sasse ... “When I was drafted into WWI, the Catholics were separated from the Lutherans by a Silesian officer. There were some left. ‘What are you?’ the officer
asked. ‘An atheist’ came the reply. ‘So you believe nothing? You are a Protestant!’”
To a world where Protestantism is triumphant, where most believe nothing, Sasse has something to say. As he put it, many years later, “Pindar and Sophocles had vanished from our lives
[after WWI], but one book remained, our Greek New Testament… [Sasse’s erudition and wide
reading astonished even the highly accomplished scholars he knew]. As a pastor in Weimar Berlin
in the late 20’s and early 30’s Sasse saw even more harsh realities. He talks of visiting an attempted suicide from his parish “in a ward of one of the big hospitals of East Berlin… I have never again,
not even in the Bowery of New York, seen such misery, where the curses of the unsuccessful suicides mingled with the hellish noise of those who had destroyed their voices by taking poisonous
acids. Now I had to face all he problems of a parish pastor, including the financial problems with
which the church is confronted since the days of the apostles in Jerusalem.” The wry humor of the
last line is a Sasse trademark. In the darkest of alleys he never despaired, nor was lacking a witty
rejoinder.
Where did that courage, faith, and joy come from? In an essay from 1928 Kyrios Sasse says it
comes, simply, from the biblical confession that Jesus is Lord. If Jesus is indeed the Lord God,
Yahweh come in the flesh, who has died for our sins and risen from the dead, who gives life and
light to all by His Word and Sacrament, then we have a Faith here for which one can live and die—
with a smile. While Hemingway and Fitzgerald and their Lost Generation buddies drank themselves
silly in Parisian cafes that Albert Camus and friends would later take over, ever searching and never finding anything more inspiring than Sisyphus and his rock, Hermann Sasse found something, or
as he would put it was found by Someone who moved him to courageous witness and joyful living
even in the darkest of days.
It is this simple faith that the Lutheran Reformation rediscovered, the faith the Apostles Peter
and Paul and John bequeathed and Athanasius and Augustine proclaimed that alone gives us
something to live, die, and rise for—the Faith that Jesus is Lord that changed everything for Sasse
and his friends.
This is why the question of the Church and Ministry became vital for Sasse as he was active in
the Faith and Order ecumenical movement which morphed into the mid 20th century Liturgical Renewal movement (and the anti-Nazi resistance of the German Underground in the 30’s and 40’s). In
another essay “ubi Christus, ibi ecclesia” [Where Christ, There Church]
Continued on page 3
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Sasse says “this question does not for us mean ‘where do we find the people who belong to
this church’? But rather, ‘Where do we find Christ?’”
Sasse would find the answer in the Augsburg Confession Article V: “Through the Word and
Sacraments, as through instruments, the Holy Spirit works faith where and when He pleases in
those who hear the Gospel”. Christ has promised to be found nowhere else, so those who
would be His disciples, who would have communion with Jesus, share His life, death, and resurrection, will certainly find Him here and nowhere else!
This did away with all Enthusiasm—the idea that we find God through our religious experiences, or in holy living and servant leadership. It did away with all theologies whose proponents, as Sasse put it, “saw in the New Testament only a beautiful religious experience, pious
sentiment, and useful ethics. Such persons will not understand this quest for the one truth.”
Sasse spent a year in the United States, 1925-26 and saw the secularization of the church
rampant in America. It was just like a secular club. Sasse writes, “Worship [for Americans] has
been, as they say ‘developed’. There must always be something new, and everything must be
effective: lighting effect, musical effect, an effective liturgy.” Great men of American achieve
their business goals. “Other chapters show Jesus as the master salesman or sportsman. If Jesus were living today, he would, in principle affirm American civilization… thus we have the
basis for the practical church program of the American: the realization of democratic society
through the work of the church.” Something for which he saw the LCMS going whole hog in the
60’s and 70’s. One shudders to think of how he would have judged the LCMS leaders of the
80s-00s! [uh, not well would be the answer].
All of that silliness comes from failing to confess that Jesus is LORD, Yahweh, the True
God in whom alone is life and joy. It comes from failing (crucially!) to see that the Lord Christ is
present only through the purely preached Gospel and ritely administered Sacraments in the
apostolic Divine Liturgy of the church catholic [Lutheran].
Pr. Harrison concluded by pointing out that this simple, but profoundly Scriptural theology
sees that: missions that result in individual witnessing are useless. Only missions which result
in planting actual Christian congregations where divinely called pastors publicly proclaim the
Gospel purely and administer the Sacraments according to Christ’s institution are doing anything that is actually Christian and useful.
Too much of what the LCMS has done since the 1940’s has been a secularizing of the
church for the sake of human power and wealth. This harsh judgment of Sasse’s has been
demonstrated again and again as a true judgment which calls us all to repentance. A simple
return to the biblical faith of the Augsburg Confession on the one hand, and the restoration of
the apostolic Divine Service or the ancient mass as our worship, on the other, is key to finding
the Christian reason for living and dying that alone gives life, hope and peace to modern people adrift on a lonely way through an increasingly dark age.
We will do a study of President Harrison’s paper in an upcoming pastor’s class (time and
date TBD) which should generate some lively discussion! I hope you will be able to join us.
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Worship & Music
Date
Service of the
Church Year

Service
Time

Sunday
May 2
5th SA Easter

8:30 a.m.

Wednesday
May 5
Sunday
May 9
6th SA Easter
Thursday
May 13
Ascension
Sunday
May 16
7th SA Easter
Wednesday
May 19

Sunday
May 23
Pentecost
Wednesday
May 26
Sunday
May 30
Trinity Sunday

11:00 a.m.

6:30 p.m.

Order of
Service

Cantors

Divine Service

11:00 a.m.
Divine Service

Divine Service

Hayden Smith &
Phil Hartfiel

Russell Wilcox

Beth Hallowell &
Phil Hartfiel

Beth Hallowell &
Phil Hartfiel

Choir

Choir

Kerri Martinsen

Kerri Martinsen

Evening Prayer

11:00 a.m.

Jubilate Ringers Rehearsal Schedule
Mondays – 6:30 p.m.
[no rehearsal 5/10/21]

Noël Hamm

Russell Wilcox

Beth Hallowell &
Phil Hartfiel

Beth Hallowell &
Phil Hartfiel

Noël Hamm

Choir

Choir

Russell Wilcox

Evening Prayer
Divine Service

Russell Wilcox

Noël Hamm
Julianne Dorman &
Lauren Stoppenhagen

Divine Service

11:00 a.m.

Hayden Smith &
Phil Hartfiel

Julianne Dorman &
Lauren Stoppenhagen

8:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m.

Noël Hamm

Hayden Smith

11:00 a.m.

6:30 p.m.

Beth Hallowell

Russell Wilcox

Divine Service

6:30 p.m.

Beth Hallowell

Evening Prayer

8:30 a.m.

Organist

Vocalists

8:30 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

Instrumentalists/

Russell Wilcox
Beth Hallowell &
Phil Hartfiel

Beth Hallowell &
Phil Hartfiel

Noël Hamm

Choir

Choir

Russell Wilcox

Choir Rehearsals
May 2
9:00 a.m.
May 9
9:30 a.m.
May 16
9:00 a.m.
May 23
9:00 a.m.
May 30
9:00 a.m.
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Education
May Lessons
May 2nd
May 9th
May 16th
May 23rd
May 30th

Unit 6 Lesson 5:
Unit 6 Lesson 6:
Unit 6 Lesson 7:
Unit 6 Lesson 8:
Unit 6 Lesson 9:

Unwilling Prophet: Jonah
Promising Prophet: God Calls Isaiah
Enduring Israel: Israel Goes into Exile
The Praying King: Hezekiah
The Restoring King: King Josiah
May Teachers
Preschool: Katie Shuler
K-2nd Grade: Michele Larsen
3rd-5th Grade: Amanda Abbott
Middle School; Karl Abbott
High School: Vicar Stoppenhagen

Jonah 1-3
Isaiah 6:1-8; 52:7-53:12
1 Kings 18:17-40
2 Kings 18:1-13;28-35;19:14-20; 32-37
2 Kings 22
2020-2021 Sunday School Teachers
Amanda Abbott, Karl Abbott,
Shelley Dorman, Zach Dorman,
Britt Johnson, Michele Larsen,
Bonnie Martin, Faith Orr, Katie Shuler,
Snjezana Woods, Tim Woods, Nuria Zierz,
Vicar Stoppenhagen and Pr. Martin

Easter Egg Fun & Hunt!

Sundays

Weekly Sunday School classes are available every week for Preschool (ages 3 and up) through 12th
grade, 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
All adults are invited and encouraged to attend the Adult Bible Class taught by
Pr. Martin every Sunday, 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.

Tuesdays

On Tuesday mornings, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., a review of the lectionary for the week is provided by
Pr. Martin and/or Vicar Stoppenhagen. This is an opportunity for all to prepare for the upcoming Sunday
lessons.

Wednesdays

Pr. Martin will conclude the “That Hideous Strength” by C. S. Lewis class on Wednesdays,
7:00 - 8:15 p.m.
The next class will be based on the text “ Why We Drive” by Matthew B. Crawford
will begin Wednesday, May 12.

Saturdays

On Saturday mornings, 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Pr. Martin and Vicar Stoppenhagen teach
Confirmation classes for 7th/8th graders. Confirmation meets from September through Pentecost, [May 23, 2021]. The last class this year will be Saturday, May 15 - a review for the
students. The Rite of Confirmation will be celebrated on May 23 at the 11:00 service.
The congregation is invited to a reception for the confirmands at 9:30 a.m. on the 23rd.
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Staff and Council
Church Council June 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021
Karl Wagner – President
Ben Brown – Vice President
Steve Whited – Treasurer
Steve Schammel – Financial Secretary
Todd Howell – Council Secretary
Scott Church – member at large
Board of Elders June 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021
Karl Abbott, chair
Zach Dorman
Chuck Jaeger
Britt Johnson
Dave Langley
Joey Morris
Matt Schaub
Caring Ministries Chair: Loulie Metzger
Education Chair: Faith Orr
Fellowship Chair: Karen Lockamy
Properties Chair: Joe Lapp
Technology Chair: Charles Sheridan
Youth Chair: Tim Orr

Elders meeting
May 4
5:30 p.m.

Council Meeting
Tuesday, May 11
5:30 p.m.

Congregational Voters
Meeting
Sunday, May 16
Following the 11:00
service

Our Savior Lutheran Church
1500 Glenwood Ave.
Raleigh, NC 27608-2338
Phone: (919) 832-8822
FAX: (866) 906-9895 (toll free)
Web site: www.oslcraleigh.org
Pastor

kmartinnc@gmail.com
Reverend Kevin Martin

Vicar

Ethan.stoppenhagen@ctsfw.edu
Vicar Ethan Stoppenhagen

Office

OSLCadmn@gmail.com
Maureen Costello
Music
Noël Hamm
noel2bach@yahoo.com
Handbell Director/Organist
Russell Wilcox
music@oslcraleigh.org
Music Director/Organist

FINANCIAL REPORT
As of March

Budget
Income
Expenses
Net

$ 121,003.95
$ 109,425.99
$ 106,909.80
$

2,516.19

We are grateful for the continuing and generous
financial support by the OSLC family.
You will find the offering plate in the narthex each Sunday.
If you have interest in electronic giving
and/or direct deposit, please speak with
Maureen.

Are you running out of
offering envelopes?
We will continue to use our unprinted
envelopes through 2021. If you need
additional envelopes, please see
Maureen in the Church Office.

Pastor Martin and Vicar Stoppenhagen will be
out of the office Sunday (5/30) afternoon,
through Wednesday (6/2), as they participate
in a Continuing Education opportunity in
Hickory, NC.
The Tuesday morning Bible study will
move to Thursday, June 3, 9:00 a.m.

The congregation is
invited to a
reception in honor of the
2021 Confirmation Class
Sunday, May 23
9:30 a.m.

OSLC has purchased and installed an automated external defibrillator (AED).
It is located in the Church Office in the marked
closet—across from the copy room.
The door is clearly marked.
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VBS 2021
Planning Meeting
Sunday, May 2
12:15 p.m.

Voters Meeting
May 16, 12:15 p.m.

Ascension Service
Thursday, May 13
7:00 p.m.
DS w/Communion

Confirmation 2021
Sunday, May 23
Reception for Confirmands
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Rite of Confirmation
11:00 a.m. DS w/Communion
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Celebrations

Congregational Care
We remember in prayer …

Tami Fragedakis
Sharlene Slowhower
Andrew Wichmann
Bailey Wagner
Ethan Mize
Chris Roseman
Owen Farmer
Alison Nack
Tom Hayakawa
Joe Hayes
Jill Touchberry
Cherie Langley
Nicholas Hayakawa
Estelle Lemke
Jackson Williams
Mack Brown
Marilyn Dixon
Janice Weiss
Susan DeKarske Hannum
Kurt Saylor
Sophie Anne Lemke
Danna Markoff
Andrea Lapp
Debbie Roseman
Devyn Roseman
Eli Beaty
Courtney Schammel
Jerry DeKarske
Sharon Long
Tim Orr
Christopher Martin

5/1
5/1
5/1
5/2
5/3
5/3
5/5
5/5
5/6
5/6
5/6
5/7
5/10
5/12
5/15
5/16
5/16
5/17
5/18
5/18
5/19
5/19
5/21
5/23
5/23
5/24
5/24
5/26
5/26
5/29
5/30

Family and Friends serving in our Armed Forces
Brandon Baden, U.S.A.F., nephew of Britt &
Sandie Johnson
Matt Beaty, U.S. Army, Fort Bragg, NC
Capt. Benjamin Brighton, U.S.M.C., grandson of
Erika Swaim, Norfolk, VA
Lt. Col. James Burhop, U.S. Army Reserve, friend
of the Gunermans
LTC Shane Evans, U.S. Army National Guard,
cousin of Carmen Madler
Maj. Denny Gerold, U.S.A.F., Fort Bragg, NC
Cpt. Joshua Gilreath, U.S.A.F., nephew of Tim
Potter
SFC Ken Martinsen, NC National Guard, 130th
MEB, NC
Lance Cpl. Logan Palmer, U.S.M.C., Camp LeJeune, NC
Seth Templeton, U.S. Army, 82nd Airborne, husband of Michelle Goto, Fort Bragg, NC
Chaplain Greg Todd, U.S. Navy
Ken Woods, U.S. Army, brother of Tim Woods, stationed at Fort Leavenworth, KS
Senior Chief Chris Yacur, U.S. Navy, husband of
former member Erin Schmidt Yacur, stationed in
GA
Justin Zehms, U.S. Army, nephew of Beth and
Mark Hallowell
OSLC Members:
Gretchen Bailey, age related health concerns
Rebekah Beaty, infant daughter of Ashley & Matt,
recovering from heart surgery
Hayden Gridley, recovering from knee surgery
Joe Hayes, continuing health concerns
Whitehurst Family, on-going health concerns

God’s richest blessings on our former OSLC
vicars and their families.

Hannah Schwartz
Jackson Williams
Ben Woods
Luke Woods

Philip, Jaclyn and Anastasia (Anya) Bartelt
have received their candidate placement to
Zion German Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Brooklyn, New York.
Seminarian Berett Steffen and wife Caryn will remain at
CTSFW as he continues his studies for a Ph.D.
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From the Vicar

Vicar Stoppenhagen
Ethan.stoppenhagen@ctwfw.edu

Dear Friends of Our Savior,
During the last year, death has begun to loom nearer for many of us. Certainly the
pandemic has brought about this greater awareness of our mortality; but many of us in the last
year have experienced firsthand failing health, illness, or the death of a loved one. Of course,
this is nothing new; death is ever-present in our lives here below. But sometimes it strikes
closer to home than we’re used to, as has been the case for Lauren and me in the last month.
Death is usually a topic that we only discuss when we absolutely have to. Nonetheless, I think
there’s no better time to discuss death and mourning than in this Easter season, when we
boldly confess that Jesus is victorious over death and the grave.
Even in my lifetime, society has attempted to move death to the shadows. When notable persons die, such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s recent passing at the full age of ninety-nine,
we respond with shock and sadness as if the unthinkable has just happened. Funerals and
memorial services, if they happen at all, are private events only for family and close ones of
the deceased. Attempts to extend life beyond what the body’s strength allows further reveal
our discomfort with death and leave families with difficult “end of life” decisions. However,
there is no taking away the sting of death, no matter how far science develops or how desensitized the culture becomes.
When I was growing up, my parents were diligent about taking us kids to the funeral
home. If a distant relative, family friend, or any fellow church member passed away, we were
almost always brought along to the visitation, if not the funeral itself. We would stand in the
receiving line, visit with the folks waiting with us, shake the hands of grieving family members,
and (since cremation is still an uncommon practice in the Midwest) pay our respects at the
dead body of a person who had once been a living, breathing member of our community.
It wasn’t until later that I realized that this was somewhat unusual. But the more time I
spend with mourning families, I have come to recognize the great benefit of my parents’ dragging us to the funeral home at every opportunity. Quite simply, we learned how to mourn. Human beings don’t innately know what do when we see a dead body in a coffin; we don’t naturally know how to sympathize with a family whose loved one has departed this life. But spending time at those visitations taught us kids how to do that. We learned that, despite our best
efforts, this earthly life will come to an end—sometimes tragically, and other times peacefully.
We learned how we would one day mourn our loved ones by watching other people mourn.
And one can never be too young to learn these lessons.
We learned too that mourning is not a private affair; rather, it is a very public matter. It
is not only family who need to mourn, but friends, church members, the ladies at the beauty
shop, the men at the Legion, coworkers, and classmates. And even when people themselves
don’t need to mourn a person’s death, they recognize that they ought to support those who do.
The weight of death is never meant to be carried by a few. This was apparent to me at my
grandmother’s funeral, when three of my dad’s friends, whom he sees maybe once a year, arrived (with their young families in tow) to pay their respects. None of them had ever met Berenice Stoppenhagen. Nonetheless, they knew that their friend was grieving, so they drove three
hours to be a shoulder to lean on.
Faithful friends like my father’s are truly a blessing. But an even greater blessing is a
faithful Christian congregation that surrounds the family and boldly confesses the power of
Christ over the grave. We see this especially at the funeral itself, which is a public worship
service of the congregation. As the family is seized with grief, it’s the people gathered who
step in and speak their laments to the Father on their behalf. The congregation sings when
those who mourn are choked by tears. The congregation walks with the family to the graveside committal. They confess “the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting” into the
ears of all present, both believing and unbelieving. And in many churches, the congregation
provides a meal for the family as physical nourishment and a final opportunity to remember
together the life of the one who has died.
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To many, this sounds like a description of an era long gone. The pace of life simply
doesn’t allow us to take time to mourn with our own families, we think, let alone grieve with
others. But perhaps we need to push against this tendency of our age to eschew mourning as
a communal activity. Lauren and I are immensely grateful for the many ways you all have embraced and comforted us in our period of mourning. And I would like to further challenge
you—Don’t shirk the duty you have to your grieving brothers and sisters in Christ. Take your
kids to the funeral home. Offer to cook a meal for a grieving family. Attend fellow church
member’s memorial services, even if you didn’t know them very well. Your presence says
much more than any words you could speak. And as we lean on one another in the face of
death, we can be even more confident that when we are raised at the Last Day, death will be
swallowed up forever and we will dwell in God’s presence forever. Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Peace in Christ,

High Schoolers Beach Retreat
Friday - Saturday, May 21-22

with Vicar and Lauren Stoppenhagen
Ocean Isle Beach, NC
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LWML
MITE COLLECTION – SUNDAY, MAY 23
Thank you to all those who continue to support the work of
the LWML. Empty mite boxes are waiting to be taken home
and filled with your spare change. Pick up one from the
LWML table in the Fellowship Hall. An acrylic collection box
is also on the table if you would like to drop in a donation any
time you’re at church. LWML envelopes can be found in the
pew racks for your convenience.

Rev. John Carrier, Executive Director of Camp Restore
Detroit, will speak on how the Jeremiah 29:11 message (God
has plans to give us hope and a future) uplifts the people of
Detroit through the Restoring Hope for Detroit Children and
Families Mission Grant.

MITE COLLECTIONS –
March - $62.00

Ruth Reichert Martin, executive director of Mission Opportunities Short-Term (MOST) Ministries, will share about their
grant which supports the recruitment of whole families into
mission work, which has a positive impact on the lives of
those they serve, as well as on the families themselves.

2021 Convention draws near!

LWML 39th Biennial
Convention Information

Lorene King, Vice President of Philanthropy at Bethesda,
will share her thanks for the grant supporting their ministry.

Even if you’re not attending the convention in person, you
can still hear these speakers by watching live video streaming. All sessions and worship services will be streamed live.
A link to the live stream and printed material and resources
can be found on the LWML website at www.lwml.org/2021convention.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions the Rupp Arena at Central
Bank Center, where the LWML Convention will be held June
24–27, 2021, can only allow a limited number of people to
attend at this time. This restriction caused LWML to shut
down convention registrations temporarily.
The LWML Board of Directors prayerfully anticipates that the
percentage allowed will increase and suggests anyone interested in attending place themselves on the wait list. When/if
capacity is increased LWML will supply a link to registration
and honor the early registration price for a limited time.

Date: June 24–27, 2021
Location: Lexington, Kentucky
Theme: Running the Race … Looking to Jesus
Scripture Verse: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight,
and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews
12:1-2).

Goal Statement: Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord.
Objectives: Convention attendees will:
• Focus on Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament.
• Joyfully celebrate our salvation with song and prayer.
• Serve our neighbors through witness and mission.
“Mites in Action” speakers are inspirational favorites at
LWML conventions. At this convention we will be privileged
to hear from the following speakers -

LWML President Debbie Larson asks that you continue to
pray boldly, knowing God hears and answers prayers. She
asks for your patience and understanding as we continue to
“Running the Race … Looking to Jesus.”

LWML ONGOING COLLECTIONS
Travel size toiletries
Don’t forget to collect travel size toiletries as you vacation.
The toiletries are given to the Matthew Ministry at Jordan
Lutheran Church. Teams from Jordan hand out these items
to the homeless in downtown Raleigh twice a month on Saturdays.
Used eyeglasses
Used eyeglasses are taken to the Eye Care Center in Cary
for their recycling program.
You will find collection baskets for these items on the table
beneath the LWML bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.

Rev. Jeff Mueller will share the Christ-centered impact the
Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus for Guatemala grant has
had.
Gary Thies of Mission Central in Iowa will speak on deaconess support provided by the Women’s Witness and Mercy
Asia grant.
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LWML

Seminary Food Banks
Adapt & Provide

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, sent a letter of thanks to the
LWML for supporting the Seminary Food Bank. Interim Food Bank Coordinator, Hannah Loum, writes, “As the Food Bank operates solely on donations, your contributions are vital to funding its two important objectives: providing essential budget relief to our students and ensuring that
their nutritional needs are met.”
She continues, “The Food Bank - and the Seminary’s campus as a whole
- has needed to operate differently since the coronavirus outbreak began
this past March.”

“We quickly set up an alternate system of providing the Food Bank’s grocery items to our students. We provide students with an online form on
which to make their selections from many nutrient-dense foods such as
fresh meats, frozen fruits, and vegetables. They make their food choices
and then pick-up their groceries on a preset, staggered schedule. The distribution occurs in a large reception room to ensure ample social distancing.”
Loum shared that the students remain grateful for the Food Bank, but especially for the many generous individuals and
groups who contribute to its support.
“I extend my biggest ‘thank you’ to all those who donate to the Food Bank,” says Brandon Bettcher, a second-year Master
of Divinity student from Ray Township, Michigan. “You provide so much peace of mind to us as students so we can focus
more fully on our studies and advancing the Gospel.”
The Food Co-op at Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne
(CTSFW) also continues to serve the students who remain in the Fort
Wayne area. Deaconess Katherine Rittner, Director of the Food and
Clothing Co-op, shared that they pack boxes with canned and dry
goods, and bags with donated pork, ground beef, fresh produce, milk,
and laundry detergent. They also provide diapers and wipes for families
with infants The staff takes extra precautions when putting the orders
together and loading them contact-free into the students’ vehicles.
“In addition, we put boxes together for the dorm students remaining on
campus with fresh milk and fruit, meals, and snacks that they can keep
in their rooms, as well as personal hygiene items as requested.”
Clothing needs are handled on an individual basis. All this ensures that
the student families are fed and cared for during the pandemic restrictions. Deaconess Rittner stated, “As I see it, this is a big part of the
mission statement of CTWFW to care for all, and one that we take very
seriously.”
In October 2020, participants of the virtual LWML Interdepartmental
meeting supported the seminary food banks with monetary donations—
$1,125 was sent to each, along with cards of encouragement for the students - as their Gifts from the Heart offerings.
For more information about the Concordia Theological Seminary Fort
Wayne Food Bank & Clothing Co-op go to:
www.ctsfw.edu/support-ctwfw/give-for-today/co-op-donations/food-and-clothing-co-op/.
For more information about the Concordia Seminary St. Louis Food Bank go to www.csl.edu/campus-life/food-bank/.

All material printed directly from LWML.org

www.lwml.org
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Camp Linn Haven is a Christian camp in Linville, NC that offers weeks of Christian fellowship and
spiritual growth for people of all ages and abilities. One of the weeks that occurs each year is a
Servant Week for high school and college-aged teens that come from churches across the nation.
During these weeks, young people and their leaders go out into the community surrounding the
camp and assist in projects at places like Habitat for Humanity, Hospice, Crossnore Children’s
Home and Mitchell, Yancey and Avery County Schools. These areas are some of the most impoverished in the state and are always welcoming aid in varying ways. Three years ago our Teen Servant Week began a project with Avery County Schools in which we packed backpacks with school
supplies to hand out to children and their parents in the area that had difficulty purchasing the materials on their own. Last year, we ended up donating enough supplies to fill 700 backpacks for the
Avery County Backpack Program! In an effort to reach all of those in need of materials, Avery
County Schools hopes to pack over 750 bags for the upcoming school year. While Camp Linn Haven is excited to help provide resources and manpower to achieve this goal, we could greatly use
your help. Below is a list of items that could be donated to help this cause. Monetary donations and
Thrivent cards are also appreciated! We ask that you prayerfully consider aiding us in this mission.
●
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Washable Markers
#2 Wooden Pencils
Pens (Black, Blue, or Red Ink)
Highlighters
Loose Leaf Paper (Wide and College Ruled)
Crayons (24ct box)
Colored Pencils (12ct or 24ct boxes)
Glue Sticks
Pencil Pouches/Boxes
Large Erasers
Pencil Top Erasers
One inch 3-ring Binders
Two inch 3-ring Binders
Scissors (Adult & Child Safe)
Solid Colored 2 pocket Folders
Journal Type Notebooks
One Subject Spiral Bound Notebooks
Three Subject Spiral Bound Notebooks
Headphones/Earbuds
Dividers with Tabs
Blankets/Towels
Reusable Water Bottles
Index Cards
Tissues

We will collect supplies at OSLC
through Sunday, July 4th.
The basket for your donations will be in
the church office.
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1500 Glenwood Avenue
Raleigh, NC 27608
www.oslcraleigh.org
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