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The most enduring symbol of the Lutheran Reformation is the seal that Luther himself designed to repre-
sent his theology. By the early 1520s, this seal begins to appear on the title page of Luther’s works. 

Here is how Luther himself explained its meaning: 

First, there is a black cross in a heart that remains its natural color. This is to remind me that it is faith in 
the Crucified One that saves us. Anyone who believes from the heart will be justified (Romans 10:10). It is 
a black cross, which mortifies and causes pain, but it leaves the heart its natural color. It doesn’t destroy 
nature, that is to say, it does not kill us but keeps us alive, for the just shall live by faith in the Crucified One 
(Romans 1:17). The heart should stand in the middle of a white rose. This is to show that faith gives joy, 
comfort, and peace—it puts the believer into a white, joyous rose. Faith does not give peace and joy like 
the world gives (John 14:27). This is why the rose must be white, not red. White is the color of the spirits 
and angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). This rose should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that a 
joyful spirit and faith is a beginning of heavenly, future joy, which begins now, but is grasped in hope, not 
yet fully revealed. Around the field of blue is a golden ring to symbolize that blessedness in heaven lasts 
forever and has no end. Heavenly blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy and better than any posses-
sions, just as gold is the most valuable and precious metal. 

(From: Letter from Martin Luther to Lazarus Spengler, July 8, 1530 [WA Br 5:445]; tr. P. T. McCain) 

Following are various versions of the seal as it has appeared over time since the Reformation. 

The first version was used in Luther’s writings in the  
1520s for the first time, and was in black and white,  
with Luther’s initials. 

 

 

A colorized rendition of the seal began appearing as  
printers began to include color images in Luther’s works.  
Each one was laboriously painted by hand. 

 

Reprinted from lutheranreformation. org 

http://www.lutheranreformation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/LutherSealColor_Big1.jpg
http://www.lutheranreformation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Screen-Shot-2015-10-06-at-2.21.23-PM.png
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From the Pastor 
kmartinnc@gmail.com 

“New Wednesday Class…” 

 

 Starting Wednesday, July 21, 7:00 - 8:00 pm, in the fellowship hall of OSLC, we’ll 
begin a new Wednesday Evening Class, reading Luther’s “On Councils and the 
Church” (by request - we take requests, always). This will continue the vicar’s excel-
lent study of Luther’s earlier work “On the Freedom of a Christian” - which Luther pub-
lished in 1520. A lot has happened in the 19 years between the publication of 
“Freedom of a Christian” and “On Councils and the Church”! By 1539, the Rebel Alli-
ance, er, I mean the Reformation is struggling for dear life against the Sith, er, I mean, 
the papal empire. While the recovered Gospel has triumphed and spread throughout 
Europe and has sparked renewal of church life, even in Roman Catholic congrega-
tions, the Empire is striking back and the Rebel All… er, sorry, the Reformation is em-
battled.  

 But the rag tag band of resistance heroes is not quite down and out, though they are 
weary, battered, and bruised and institutionally, it appears their defeat is near. And, 
historically things would get much worse in the next couple decades for Reformation 
Christianity. 

 In the 15th century, the papacy was embattled by calls for Reformation (Jan Hus be-
ing one of several leaders of a rebel alliance of sorts). At the Council of Constance, 
Hus was martyred for his faithful confession. Three rival popes were deposed and a 
4th was elected, Pope Martin V (ironic name as history would later show). Martin V did 
not live up to his fine name though, and proved an immovable force of the imperial bu-
reaucracy that choked the life out of Christianity in Western Europe. He would fight off 
“conciliariasm” a movement that called for General Councils of the Church to be su-
preme over papal authority. Remembering the age of the great councils of the early 
church: 1) Nicaea 325 AD; 2) Constantinople 381; 3) Ephesus 431; and 4) Chalcedon 
451; the reformers of the 15th century called for new general councils to decide the 
controversies dividing the church catholic - a general council being one inviting all the 
clergy of the church to participate equally and arrive at a majority vote decision; to be 
convoked by a general authority like the Emperor, or kings, or other Christian rulers, 
and not controlled by the bishop of Rome. 

 Luther had, early in the Reformation, called for such a general council. Emperor 
Charles V, no friend of the Reformation, did agree with the Lutherans on this question. 
He also wanted a general council with all the bishops of the church, Lutherans includ-
ed, to participate equally. But the pope would not allow this, and Charles V was not 
strong enough to call such a council on his own. 

 The debate raged until 1535, when Pope Paul III promised to call a council that was 
rescheduled twice, finally set for Mantua in 1537, but which was also cancelled at the 
last minute. Finally, in 1538, Paul III delayed any council indefinitely. The council of 
Trent would finally meet in 1545, 2 months before Luther’s death, but it would not be a 
general council. Only a minority of “safe” hand-picked bishops of the Roman Church 
would be invited and they would meekly carry out the papal will. 

 Luther predicted this. When he met with Vergerio, the papa nuncio, in November 
1535, Luther was not in favor of even a general council anymore. Rome needed a 
council not the evangelical-catholics. Luther had no interest in it - as even the great 
councils of the past had not solved all the church’s problems. It would be better, Luther 
thought, for a loose federation of independent sees (rural congregations and urban 
conglomerations of congregations) to resort to Scriptures for church and ministry and 
to have informal dialog amongst themselves on issues of controversy - which was how 
the church was governed in the first 5 centuries, the councils being more sidelights to 
this type of church order than central governing agencies.  

 Still, Luther indicated that even though a papal council would surely condemn him, 
he would show up “head and neck”, that is: ready to die like Jan Hus, a martyr if that 
be God’s will. Vergerio was so impressed with Luther that he would in 1545 join the 
Rebel Alliance, er, I mean the Reformation movement and be condemned as a 
“heretic” himself. 
  

Cont. on page 3 
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Plan to join us on July 11th for the 

Stoppenhagen’s last Sunday at OSLC. 
Vicar will preach at both services and 

we will have a reception between  
services in their honor. 

A basket for cards and gifts will 
be available. 

“On Councils and the Church” appears in 1539 and was the most carefully researched 
and written work of Luther’s later period. For 5 years Luther immersed himself in study-
ing church history and councils. “On Councils and the Church” addresses what the 
church fundamentally is and how she is [best] governed. In many ways, this is Luther’s 
most profound and sweeping statement of what “Reformation Christianity” is and looks 
like and how it goes about church and ministry. It is a lively work, fun to read, revolu-
tionary, biblical, and sound. It pushes the reader for it requires some real re-thinking of 
our own cherished ideas of church governance today! 

 I will get a PDF out, but I strongly encourage you to purchase Paul Robinson’s fine 
recent translation of “On Councils and the Church” which is part of Fortress Press’ 
“The Annotated Luther” series, V. 3 “Church and Sacraments”. It is a fine, flowing 
translation of one of Luther’s most important and lasting works, with helpful notes [and 
plenty of pictures - not quite a graphic novel, but leaning beautifully in that direction]. 
It’s about 8 bucks to download the entire volume - a great value because the volume 
has several other excellent Luther works, freshly translated, as well. I must say though: 
the 40 dollar hard copy is a gorgeous book, a pleasure to use, sewn binding, lovely 
font, sober grey cover that would look truly excellent on your shelf - whispering 
“scholarship” in genteel tones, suggestive of great learning, lightly worn… 

 Hope to see you all Wednesday,  July 21,  7:00  pm for what promises to be a truly 
fun study. 
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Date 
Service of the 
Church Year 

Service 
Time 

Order of 
Service 

Cantors Instrumentalists/ 
 

Vocalists 

Organist 

Sunday 
July 4 

5th SA Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Divine Service 
 

Phil Hartfiel 
 
 

Debbie Roseman 

Phil Hartfiel 
 
 

Debbie Roseman 

 
 

Noël Hamm 

 

Wednesday 
July 7 

 
6:30 p.m. 

 

Evening Prayer 
   

Russell Wilcox 

Sunday 
July 11 

6thSA Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

Divine Service 
 
 

Matins 

Quartet 
 
 

Quartet 

Quartet 
 
 

Quartet 

 
 

Russell Wilcox 

Wednesday 
July 14 

 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Evening Prayer 
   

Noël Hamm 

Sunday 
July 18 

7th SA Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Divine Service 

Beth Hallowell 
 
 

Debbie Roseman 

Beth Hallowell 
 
 

Kimberly Schwartz 

 
 

Noël Hamm 

Wednesday 
July 21 

 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Evening Prayer 
   

Russell Wilcox 

Sunday 
July 25 

8th SA  Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

Divine Service 
 
 

Matins 

Beth Hallowell & 
Phil Hartfiel 

 
Phil Hartfiel &  
Hayden Smith 

Beth Hallowell &  
Phil Hartfiel 

 
Phil Hartfiel & 
Hayden Smith 

 
 

Russell Wilcox 

Wednesday 
July 29 

 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Evening Prayer 

   
Noël Hamm 

Worship & Music  

OSLC Library News July, 2021 
 

Our library has a variety of materials available for checkout.  The collection includes DVDs, music CDs, Biographies, 
Devotions, back issues of First Things, fiction and non-fiction books for adults.  The children’s collection is a great re-
source for very young children through juvenile readers. Illustrated Bible stories, Veggie Tales, The Narnia series by 
C.S. Lewis, seasonal books, fiction and non-fiction are ready to explore. 
Materials may be checked out for three weeks. 
Tales from the Perilous Realm by J.R.R. Tolkien and Celebrating the Saints by William Weedon are two recent additions 
to the library. The Tolkien book is a collection of poetry and short stories by the author of The Hobbit.  Princesses, drag-
ons and fabulous creatures abound. 
“Celebrating the Saints introduces you to a collection of saints in both Testaments and from 19 centuries of the Church’s 
life.  Historical sketches and devotional writings in step with the liturgical calendar reveal each saint not as a great ex-
ception but a great example of our heavenly Father’s faithfulness.”  (quotation from the back cover of the book)  This 
book promises to be a unique and interesting devotional experience. 
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JULY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
July 4th—Unit 6 Lesson 10: A Fiery Marvel: The Men in the Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3) 

July 11th—Unit 6 Lesson 11: Abomination Nation: The Lord Leaves the Temple (Ezekiel 8; 10:1-19; 36:22-28 
July 18th—Unit 6 Lesson 12: The Rescuing Queen: Esther (Esther 2:15-23; 3:12-13, 4:12-17; 7) 

July 25th—Unit 6 Lesson 13: Return to Rebuild: Rebuilding the Temple (Ezra 3, Nehemiah 8:1-12, 12:44-47 

 

July Teachers: 
Preschool— Snjezana Woods (7/4); Shelley Dorman (7/11) 

Kindergarten-2nd Grade—Faith Orr 
3rd-5th Grade—Nuria Zierz 

Middle Schools— Tim Woods 
High School—Vicar Stoppenhagen and Josh Armstrong 

Education  

Sundays 
Weekly Sunday School classes are available every week for Preschool  (ages 3 and up) through 12th 
grade, 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  
 
All adults are invited and encouraged to attend the Adult Bible Class taught by  
Pr. Martin every Sunday, 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
 
 

Tuesdays 
On Tuesday mornings, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., a review of the lectionary for the week is provided by  
Pr. Martin and/or Vicar Stoppenhagen.  This is an opportunity for all to prepare for the upcoming Sunday 
lessons. 
7/6 - 7th SA Pentecost: OT: Amos 7:17-15; Epistle: Eph. 1:3-14; Gospel: Mark 6:14-29 
7/13 - 8th SA Pentecost: OT: Jer 23:1-6; Epistle: Eph. 2:11-22; Gospel: Mark 6:30-44 
7/20 - 9th SA Pentecost: OT: Gen. 9:8-17; Epistle: Eph. 3:14-21; Gospel: Mark 6:45-56 
7/27 - 10th SA Pentecost: OT: Ex. 16:2-15; Epistle: Eph. 4:1-16; Gospel: John6:22-35 
 
 

Wednesdays  
Vicar Stoppenhagen is teaching the Wednesday night class using the text “Martin Luther’s The 
Freedom of a Christian” 7:00 - 8:15 p.m. 

 
 
Pastor Martin will begin a new class July 20 based on Ernest Becker’s  
“The Denial of Death”. 

Thank you to all of our dedicated volunteers that serve the OSLC Sunday School and Board of  
Education.  Your gifts of time and talents are greatly appreciated. 

 
2020-2021 Sunday School Teachers 

Amanda Abbott, Karl Abbott, Shelley Dorman, Zach Dorman, Britt Johnson, Michele Larsen,  
Bonnie Martin, Faith Orr, Katie Shuler,  Snjezana Woods, Tim Woods,  Nuria Zierz,  

Vicar Stoppenhagen and Pr. Martin 

If you are interested in teaching during the 2021-2022 
year—please contact Shelley Dorman and/or Faith Orr. 
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Michele Larsen 
Shelley Dorman 

Faith Orr 
Amanda Abbott 

Noel Hamm  
Russell Wilcox 

Vicar Stoppenhagen 

Miraculous Mission 

VBS 2021 

Vacation Bible School 2021  
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Staff and Council  

FINANCIAL REPORT  
As of  May 

Budget   $ 201,673.25 
Income   $ 197,876.18 
Expenses  $ 194,392.63 
Net     $       3,483.55 

OSLC has purchased and installed an  
automated external defibrillator (AED).   

It is located in the Church Office in the marked 
closet—across from the copy room.  

The door is clearly marked. 

Are you running out of  
offering envelopes? 

We will continue to use our unprinted 
 envelopes through 2021.  If you need 

additional envelopes, please see 
Maureen in the Church Office. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
1500 Glenwood Ave. 

Raleigh, NC  27608-2338 
Phone:  (919) 832-8822 

FAX:  (866) 906-9895 (toll free) 
Web site: www.oslcraleigh.org 

 
  Pastor                    kmartinnc@gmail.com 
                                Reverend Kevin Martin 
 

  Vicar          Ethan.stoppenhagen@ctsfw.edu 
                                Vicar Ethan Stoppenhagen 
 

  Office                     OSLCadmn@gmail.com 
                                 Maureen Costello 

 
Music  

Noël Hamm            noel2bach@yahoo.com 
Handbell Director/Organist 

 

Russell Wilcox       music@oslcraleigh.org 
Music Director/Organist 

Church Council June 1, 2021 – May 31, 2022 
Aimee Weber– President  
Ben Brown – Vice President  
Steve Whited – Treasurer    
Steve Schammel – Financial Secretary  
Jenn Spurgat – Council Secretary  
Matt Cox – member at large   
  

Board of Elders June 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021 
Karl Abbott, chair  Matt Beaty    

Zach Dorman  Britt Johnson   
Dave Langley  Joey Morris    

   Matt Schaub    
 

Caring Ministries Chair: Loulie Metzger 
Education Chair: Faith Orr 
Fellowship Chair: Karen Lockamy 
Properties Chair: Joe Lapp 
Technology Chair: Charles Sheridan 
Youth Chair: Tim Orr 

We are grateful for the continuing and generous 
financial support by the OSLC family.  
You will find the offering plates in the nar-
thex each Sunday.  You are welcome to 
mail your gifts if you would prefer. 
If you have interest in electronic giving 
and/or direct deposit, please speak with Maureen. 

Elders meeting 
Tuesday, July 6 
5:30 p.m. 

Council Meeting 
Tuesday, July 13 
5:30 p.m. 

 
Breakfast Bible Study  

Thursday, July 1 
9:00 a.m. 

Mark your calendars now for  
Rally Day  

Sunday, September 5th! 

“Proclaiming the Message” 
 

Sunday, August 8 - 9, 2021 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Resurrection Lutheran Church 
100 W. Lochmere Rd., Cary, NC 

 

“Proclaiming the Message of the Gospel in a Culture 
 Dominated by Shame and Honor” 

  Presented by Dr. Abjar Bahkou 
Associate Professor, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

 

Gather for two evenings to learn more about Muslins and the 
Gospel moving from challenges to opportunities for knowing 

our Muslim neighbors. 

FREE EVENING SUMMER SEMINARS 
All are welcome 
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Celebrations      

Gwenyvere Larsen   7/1 
Ethan Langley    7/2 
Dominick Colon-Good  7/8 
Charlotte Goto    7/12 
Gene Thompson    7/14 
Char Spencer    7/16 
Liz Shank      7/17 
Cat Slade      7/17 
Lyn Aubrecht     7/21 
Martha Werner    7/21 
John Snyder     7/23 
Chris Touchberry   7/25 
Nathaniel Touchberry  7/25 
Paul Orr      7/26 
Laura Lorenz Power  7/26 
Stephanie Farmer   7/27 
Laura Ann Smith    7/28 

Congregational Care 

We remember in prayer … 
 

Family and Friends serving in our Armed Forces  
Brandon Baden, U.S.A.F., nephew of Britt & Sandie 

Johnson 
Matt Beaty, U.S. Army, Fort Bragg, NC 
Capt. Benjamin Brighton, U.S.M.C., grandson of Erika 

Swaim, Norfolk, VA 
Lt. Col. James Burhop, U.S. Army Reserve,  friend of 

the Gunermans 
LTC Shane Evans, U.S. Army National Guard, cousin of 

Carmen Madler 
Maj. Denny Gerold, U.S.A.F., Fort Bragg, NC  
Cpt. Joshua Gilreath, U.S.A.F., nephew of Tim Potter 
SFC Ken Martinsen, NC National Guard, 130th MEB, 

NC 
Lance Cpl. Logan Palmer, U.S.M.C., Camp LeJeune, 

NC 
 Seth Templeton, U.S. Army, 82nd Airborne, husband of 

Michelle Goto, Fort Bragg, NC 
Chaplain Greg Todd, U.S. Navy 
Ken Woods, U.S. Army, brother of Tim Woods, stationed 

at Fort Leavenworth, KS 
Senior Chief Chris Yacur, U.S. Navy, husband of former 

member Erin Schmidt Yacur, stationed in CT 
Justin Zehms, U.S. Army, nephew of Beth and Mark 

Hallowell 
 
Gretchen Bailey, continuing age related health concerns 
Rebekah Beaty,  daughter of Ashley & Matt, at home 
recovering following heart surgery 
Joe Hayes, continuing recovery at home 
Mary Mize, recovering from heart surgery 
Whitehurst Family, on-going health concerns 

 
Cherie, Dave, Max & Ethan Langley and family, 
mourning the death of Cherie’s mother, Carol Robinson 

Chloe Beaty 
Nicholas Howell 

God’s richest blessings on the safe 
and healthy delivery of a daughter, 

Elena Antionette, to  
Julianne & Phil Dixon and for the 

safe and healthy delivery of a 
 grandson to 

 Darwin & Debbie Roseman,  
Jayden Trent Roseman son of  

Jeff and Kate Roseman. 
Ordination of former OSLC vicar,  

Rev. Philip Bartelt 
 at St. John Lutheran Church, Decatur, Indiana 

Sunday, June 20, 2021 
Rev. Bartelt has been called to serve 

Zion German Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, NY 
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“I was vicar of large things / in a small parish...”  
 

So begins a poem by the Anglican priest and Welsh poet, R.S. Thomas.  This 
piece of verse serendipitously arrived in Pastor Martin’s inbox on my first day here at 
Our Savior.  He sent it on to me, and I printed it out and stuck it to the back of my study 
door.  I’ve pondered its text often over the last year, and its words become more mean-
ingful every time I read it.  It’s been a good companion on my vicarage and has often 
led me to reflect on my service to this congregation.    

Admittedly, I don’t think I fully understood what those “large things” were that I 
found myself the vicar of.  At first, I understood them to be the gifts of Christ to His 
Church—His Word and Sacraments.  So as a vicar (from Latin, meaning substitute or 
deputy), I was “second-in-command” to the Pastor, who held the primary responsibility 
for handing out these “large things.”  I was merely an under-under-shepherd; the 
preacher pro tempore; the pseudo-steward of the mysteries.  But oh, how exciting it was 
to serve a congregation who was eager and excited to receive these gifts!  I was not 
here “to blow on ashes / that were too long cold,” as Thomas felt he was there to do for 
his parish.  No, the fire here was already burning brightly, and I simply had the joy of sit-
ting in the warm glow and tossing on a couple logs here and there.   

I quickly learned, however, that I was going to have to do some hard work to 
keep up with the burning fire!  Trees would need felled; there were logs to be cut and 
split and stacked.  I was pushed to work harder than I ever expected, especially with a 
heavy-lifting pastor-theologian across the hall.  (I only half-joked at my home church that 
the most dangerous thing a congregation can do to its pastor is actually to read and 
know the Bible and Lutheran Confessions well.)  I must agree with Thomas:  “Small-
minded / I will not say,” he writes, “there were depths / in some of them I shrank back / 
from…”  To serve a congregation that knows what it believes and knows it well—that is 
a truly humbling experience, I have learned! 

But as I was pushed deeper in my understanding of Word and doctrine, I realized 
that there were yet larger things which I had been made vicar of.  Looming behind the 
enthusiasm for the large things of God’s gifts were the larger things of your souls.  Hid-
den in the desire for robust teaching and pure preaching was a thirst that I realized no 
amount of study or reading could satisfy.  Here at Our Savior, just as in any other Chris-
tian congregation across the world, were souls hungering and thirsting for salvation.   

This was a yet more humbling realization, because I knew I couldn’t satisfy this 
need with theological prowess or doctrinal clichés.  This thirst could only be quenched 
by God himself, and this was both a relief and a burden.  The relief was that I didn’t 
have to research and note-take myself to exhaustion.  The task, in some ways, was 
simplified.  But the burden, of course, was the monstrous weight of being charged with 
your eternal well-being and handing over to you the large things of God!  I finally recog-
nized that I am simply a mouthpiece, the hands and feet of the One who has done and 
continues to do all the heavy lifting.  Which is still a huge responsibility!   

These are two things you have inspired in me and for which I am especially 
grateful:  A restored appreciation and desire for doctrinal and liturgical integrity, and a 
greater awareness of the profound responsibility placed on those called to care for the 
souls of God’s people.    You managed to push me deeper into my studies while at the 
same time pulling me into your lives—both as a spiritual leader (if I can claim that role!) 
and, more simply, as a friend.  Because of you, I have “wrapped / myself in the heavier 
clothing / of my calling…” and leaned into God’s gifts of love and forgiveness.  I have 
felt challenged intellectually and spiritually.  And all of this has served my ongoing for-
mation in the pastoral ministry.   

Vicar 

Cont. on page 10 
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Beyond my own vocational growth, Lauren and I are thankful for the 
ways you have enfolded us into the Our Savior community.  Having spoken 
to many of my classmates, it seems like most congregations and vicars 
struggle in this regard.  But you have proven to be an exception to the rule!  
We have felt at home here since our first weeks here, and we have enjoyed 
the time spent in fellowship both on Sundays and during the week.  Thank 
you for opening your homes to us, for the opportunity to “[speak] of light and 
love / in the thickening shadows of [your] kitchens.”  What a blessing you 
have been as we grow in our life together! 

As we return to Fort Wayne, you will be in our prayers as the “year 
without a vicar” begins.  Please keep us in your prayers as I finish my stud-
ies and as we prepare to be placed.  Again, we are grateful for your many 
gifts and hope that you have been blessed by our presence here.  We look 
forward to the time when we can be with you again!   

 
Peace in Christ, 

 

Lunch and Games with the Stoppenhagens 
 

Sunday, July 11 
12:15 p.m. 

 
Plan to join us for some fun! 
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LWML 
New Lutheran Woman’s Quarterlies and  
Carolinas Cross Connections are now available 
on the LWML table in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
As Sheila Lutz, Editor-in-Chief of the LWQ ex-
plains “This issue contains stories of women who 
have come to this country – women whom God 
changed.” The feature article is about Chikako 
Drawbaugh and is entitled “My Journey With Je-
sus.” Learn about her travels between Japan and 
the United States and how God guided her. Enjoy 
stories of other women and the three Bible studies 
included in this issue. 
 
The Carolinas Cross Connection contains the 
 registration form for the Carolinas District LWML  
Retreat. See below for further details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carolinas District Retreat 
August 20-22, 2021 
Camp Linn Haven, Linville, NC  
At a recent Carolinas District board meeting it was 
voted to hold our annual district retreat this August. 
We are anxious to get back together as Women in 
Mission. Camp Linn Haven will be adhering to all 
Covid protocols making it safe for all participants.  
Our hosts, the Metrolina and Southern Zones, in-
vite you to the Carolinas District LWML Retreat. 
Our Dean will be Rev. Christopher Stout who 
serves Mt. Calvary, Center Grove and Abundant 
Life Lutheran Churches. The theme for the week-
end will be “Happiness – What does our Lord’s 
Word have to day about happiness?” 
Looking to get away from all that has happened in 
the past year? Retreat to the beautiful NC moun-
tains and join other Lutheran women in Bible study 
and fellowship!  
 
 

MITE COLLECTION - SUNDAY, JULY 25 
The new mission grants have just been chosen for 
the national LWML biennium 2021-2023. Dele-
gates from around the country selected from a list 
of 34 proposals and that was after the list had 
been narrowed down! Grant proposals are sent in 
by Lutheran churches, Service Recognized Organ-
izations (SROs), and our Synod. They are then 
carefully screened before being placed on the bal-
lot. Watch the August newsletter for a list of the 
grants we will be supporting with our mites.   
 
MITE COLLECTIONS – 
May - $150.08 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LWML ONGOING COLLECTIONS  
Travel size toiletries 
Don’t forget to collect travel size toiletries as you 
vacation. The toiletries are given to the Matthew 
Ministry at Jordan Lutheran Church. Teams from 
Jordan hand out these items to the homeless in 
downtown Raleigh twice a month on Saturdays. 
 
Used eyeglasses 
Used eyeglasses are taken to the Eye Care Center 
in Cary.  
(Glasses recently donated were taken to the 
LWML convention in Lexington, Kentucky and giv-
en to MOST Ministries. Team members provide 
vision testing and recycled prescription eyeglasses 
to impoverished people living in developing nations 
around the world. This eyeglass ministry allows 
team members to reach out with Christ’s love and 
engage in sharing the Gospel.)  
 
You will find collection baskets for these items on 
the table beneath the LWML bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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LWML 

www.lwml.org All material printed directly from LWML.org 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League 

30th Biennial Convention 
Lexington, Kentucky 

June 24-27, 2021 
 

RUNNING THE RACE … LOOKING TO JESUS 

 Our convention logo [see above] was designed by LWML Graphics Team Member Cheryl 
Rackov of Dickinson, North Dakota. She incorporated the shape of the last letter of the Greek 
alphabet, Omega, and refers to this Scripture passage: I am the Alpha and Omega, the first 
and the last, the beginning and the end (Revelation 22:13). The symbol is shaped like a horse-
shoe, appropriate as horses are a large part of the Kentucky culture. Ancient Greeks awarded 
horseshoe-shaped laurel wreaths to victors of competitions. In our logo, the laurel wreath sym-
bolizes our victory in Christ. The banner was a method of announcing an official proclamation. 
Our banner proclaims that we are “Running the Race ... Looking to Jesus.” Our convention 
goal statement is “Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy of the 
Lord.” Convention attendees will focus on Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament, joyfully 
celebrate our salvation with song and prayer, and serve our neighbors through witness and 
mission, 

2021 LEXINGTON CONVENTION OFFERINGS  

Convention Offering #1 — LWML Mission Goal 2021-2023. The standing rules of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League Bylaws state that the offering received at the convention com-
munion service shall be designated as a contribution to the mission goal of the LWML.  

Convention Offering #2 — King’s Community Outreach in Fort Wayne, Ind., to support a park-
ing lot ministry with in-car worship every Sunday that reaches out with the Gospel to those in 
the inner city, first bringing them to Christ, then into the church, and helping them Run the 
Race and Look to Jesus.  

Convention Offering #3 — Gifts for All God’s Children’s Connecting Kids to Christ Center in 
Detroit, Mich., to expand their program of providing Sunday school, one-on-one tutoring, sum-
mer camps, and year-round Christ-centered events to at-risk children, and to train other 
churches that desire to replicate the program in their congregations.  

Convention Offering #4 — POBLO International Ministries in Clinton Township, Mich., to train 
congregations to begin outreach to non-Christian communities in their neighborhoods and oth-
ers via Zoom or in person, and to support sharing the Gospel with Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, and 
Buddhist communities in the United States by inviting ethnic populations to become part of 
LCMS congregations.  

From the Convention daily newspapers ... 
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Camp Linn Haven is a Christian camp in Linville, NC that offers weeks of Christian fellowship and 
spiritual growth for people of all ages and abilities. One of the weeks that occurs each year is a 
Servant Week for high school and college-aged teens that come from churches across the nation. 
During these weeks, young people and their leaders go out into the community surrounding the 
camp and assist in projects at places like Habitat for Humanity, Hospice, Crossnore Children’s 
Home and Mitchell, Yancey and Avery County Schools. These areas are some of the most impov-
erished in the state and are always welcoming aid in varying ways. Three years ago our Teen Serv-
ant Week began a project with Avery County Schools in which we packed backpacks with school 
supplies to hand out to children and their parents in the area that had difficulty purchasing the ma-
terials on their own. Last year, we ended up donating enough supplies to fill 700 backpacks for the 
Avery County Backpack Program! In an effort to reach all of those in need of materials, Avery 
County Schools hopes to pack over 750 bags for the upcoming school year. While Camp Linn Ha-
ven is excited to help provide resources and manpower to achieve this goal, we could greatly use 
your help. Below is a list of items that could be donated to help this cause. Monetary donations and 
Thrivent cards are also appreciated! We ask that you prayerfully consider aiding us in this mission.  

●  Washable Markers  

●  #2 Wooden Pencils  

 Pens (Black, Blue, or Red Ink)  

 Highlighters  
●  Loose Leaf Paper (Wide and College Ruled)  
●  Crayons (24ct box)  

 Colored Pencils (12ct or 24ct boxes)  

 Glue Sticks  
● Pencil Pouches/Boxes  

●  Large Erasers  

●  Pencil Top Erasers  

●  One inch 3-ring Binders  

 Two inch 3-ring Binders  

 Scissors (Adult & Child Safe)  

 Solid Colored 2 pocket Folders  

 Journal Type Notebooks  

 One Subject Spiral Bound Notebooks  

 Three Subject Spiral Bound Notebooks  

 Headphones/Earbuds  

 Dividers with Tabs  

 Blankets/Towels 

 Reusable Water Bottles  

 Index Cards  

 Tissues  

We will collect supplies at OSLC 
through Sunday, July 4th.   

The basket for your donations will be 
in the church office. 
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