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From the Pastor 
kmartinnc@gmail.com 

“A Good Answer to the Truth Question?” 
 Truth has been much in the news the last 5 years, and especially this last year. As information is filtered to us 
through algorithms on an ever shrinking number of platforms controlled by shadowy Big Tech companies that few 
people trust, the question of truth has become more lively and controversial and divisive, recently. Was the 2016 
election stolen? What about the last one? What about the coronavirus? Can you believe what you read on Face-
book, the interwebs, the New York Times, Fox News, et. al., or is it all filled with fake news? 
 The answers to such questions seem to change with dizzying speed. “The Russians rigged US elections!” “US 
elections are totally free and fair!” “Wear a mask!” “Don’t wear a mask!” “COVID was engineered in a Wuhan lab!” 
“Only crazy people believe the lab-leak theory!" “Vaccines will save us!” “Vaccines are nearly useless and possibly 
dangerous!” “Church going is safe” “Churches are bio-hazards!” The authorities have strongly promoted all those 
answers in various ways, at various times the last 5 years—sometimes, the same authorities, in the same month, 
taking both sides of a factual question with nearly equal fervor. Reasonable, well-intentioned people are on both 
sides of those either/or questions. I’ve been on both sides of all those questions! 
 There was an interesting article in The New Yorker recently (“Thinking It Through” Aug. 23, 2021) on rationality. 
If only we all were more rational (so the popular thinking goes) we’d get to the truth on these vexing issues. But the 
author, Joshua Rothman, noted that there are drawbacks to being highly rational. Rothman’s hyper-rational, highly 
successful hedge fund manager friend Greg “sometimes worries that he is rational to excess—that he is becoming a 
heartless boss, a cold fish, a robot. You might be well-intentioned, rational, and mistaken, simply because so much 
in our thinking can go wrong. (“RATIONAL, adj.: Devoid of all delusions save those of observation, experience, and 
reflection,” Ambrose Bierce wrote, in his “Devil’s Dictionary.”).” 
 I’ve read a great deal of W.H. Auden’s work lately and a couple biographies on his life. He was a life-long truth 
seeker who tried various options. Finally, he adopted a “chilly, High Protestant, existential Christianity” much influ-
enced by the Danish Lutheran Soren Kierkegaard. Having traced a similar route, this rather interested me. 
 Kierkegaard’s great insight is that the truth is not objective. That is to say, it’s not a matter of gathering all the 
facts and squaring ourselves with reality in a purely rational manner. Truth, as the great Dane liked to say, is 
“subjective”—which is not to say it’s a matter of private opinion, whim, or emotion, but rather that truth requires be-
coming a true subject, a truthful person, ourselves. As C.S. Lewis said of beauty: we don’t merely want to behold 
beautiful things, we want to become beautiful, ultimately, ourselves… 
 Kierkegaard held that, as with beauty, so with truth; and he saw three stages on life’s way to becoming true, our-
selves. Auden traced this path himself as his biographer Humphrey Carpenter well describes the Kierkegaardian/
Lutheran way. Since I’ve found it’s more helpful to have Kierkegaard summarized for you by a good teacher than to 
plough through all his books yourself (except “Fear and Trembling” which is a pretty fun read) here’s Carpenter’s ex-
cellent precis: 
 “Kierkegaard’s first stage of experience was the ‘aesthetic’, in which the individual lives merely for the joys of the 
present moment—much as Auden had done in his largely amoral days as an undergraduate. This, said Kierkegaard, 
would soon prove inadequate and would offer the individual the choice of moving into a higher, ‘ethical’ stage. If he 
took that choice, this ‘ethical’ stage would be one in which he made moral judgments and abided by them—much as 
Auden had tried to do during the years in which he interested himself in politics and the crises of society. But, de-
clared Kierkegaard, this ‘ethical’ stage would soon in its turn prove inadequate, because it made no claims on any 
transcendent notion of eternity, and because its foundation, a belief in the individual’s (or humanity’s) basic right-
eousness would soon prove false—which was precisely what Auden had just realized. In consequence, Kierkegaard 
argued, a new decision becomes necessary. The individual must either abandon himself to despair, or must throw 
himself entirely on the mercy God. 
 “If he accepts the latter choice, he enters at last a ‘religious’ state in which he is ‘alone with his guilt before God’—though in 
doing so he ‘finally chooses himself and his relation to the Origin of his self’. This final step can be made not by logical reasoning, 
but only by faith. Indeed it is not a step at all, but a leap—‘a leap into the void, a total surrender to God in which Man abandons 
any foothold and in an ultimate choice realizes his freedom’. Nor can this choice, once made, be shaken: ‘By a leap, faith takes 
man  

beyond all rational thought into a new world’.” (W.H. Auden: A Biography Humphrey Carter, Houghton Mifflin Co., 
1981, pg. 285-86. Carter is quoting from Louis Dupre’s Kierkegaard as Theologian, Sheed and Ward, 1963, pg. 48, 
101).  
 Jesus tells his disciples, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father but by me.” At his trial 
before Pilate, Jesus says “Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” And Pilate famously quips: “What is 
truth?” According to the Lord himself, “the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it 
are few”. Luther, Augustine, Kierkegaard, Auden and all serious truth seekers know how true this is! It’s a lonely way. 
There’s hardly room to walk side by side with others on this path—it’s pretty much single file. And no logical reason-
ing will get you to the truth. Only the God-given leap of faith (more of a shove in the back than a leap, I would say :-) 
ever gets you there. 
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 This is why Auden, late in life, in a sermon, said “Those of us who have the nerve to call ourselves 
Christians will do well to be extremely reticent on the subject. Indeed, it is almost the definition of a 
Christian that he is somebody who knows he isn’t one, either in faith or morals. Where faith is con-
cerned, very few of us have the right to say more than—to vary a saying of Simone Weil’s—“I believe in 
a God who is like the True God in everything except that he does not exist, for I have not yet reached 
the point where God exists.” As for loving and forgiving our enemies, the less we say about that the bet-
ter. Our lack of faith and love are facts we have to acknowledge, but we shall not improve either by a 
morbid and essentially narcissistic moaning over our deficiencies. Let us rather ask, with caution and 
humour—given our time and place and talents, what, if our faith and love were perfect, would we be 
glad to find it obvious to do?” (ibid., Carter, footnote 1, pg. 298). 
 Jesus, you will note, said nothing when Pilate asked “What is truth?”—no witnessing, no arguing, no 
apologetics, no review of the facts, no answer, except, I would wager, the very hint of a smile curling up 
at the corner of his swollen mouth, puffy from the police beating he’d just received. 
 Still a good answer to the truth question, I would say. 
 
“The sense of danger must not disappear: 
The way is certainly both short and steep, 
However gradual it looks from here; 
Look if you like, but you will have to leap. 
 
Tough-minded men get mushy in their sleep 
And break the by-laws any fool can keep; 
It is not the convention but the fear 
That has a tendency to disappear 
 
The worried efforts of the busy heap, 
The dirt, the imprecision, and the beer 
Produce a few smart wisecracks every year; 
Laugh if you can, but you will have to leap. 
 
The clothes that are considered right to wear 
Will not be either sensible or cheap, 
So long as we consent to live like sheep 
And never mention those who disappear 
 
Much can be said for social savoir-faire, 
But to rejoice when no one else is there 
Is even harder than it is to weep; 
No one is watching, but you have to leap 
 
A solitude ten thousand fathoms deep 
Sustains the bed on which we lie, my dear: 
Although I love you, you will have to leap; 
Our dream of safety has to disappear." 
 
(W.H. Auden “Leap Before You Look” Collected Poems pg. 313-14.) 

 

http://www.lutheranreformation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/LutherSealColor_Big1.jpg
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Date 
Service of the 
Church Year 

Service 
Time 

Order of 
Service 

Cantors Instrumentalists/ 
 

Vocalists 

Organist 

 

Wednesday 
September 1 

 
6:30 p.m. 

 

Evening Prayer 
   

Noël Hamm 

Sunday 
September 5 

15th SA Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Divine Service 
 

Beth Hallowell 
 
 

Phil Hartfiel 

Beth Hallowell 
 
 

Phil Hartfiel 

Russell Wilcox 
 
 

Noël Hamm 

Wednesday 
September 8 

 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Evening Prayer 
   

Noël Hamm 

Sunday 
September 12 

16th SA Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

Divine Service 
 
 

Matins 

Phil Hartfiel 
 
 

Choir 

Phil Hartfiel 
 
 

Choir 

Noël Hamm 
 
 

Russell Wilcox 

Wednesday 
September 15 

 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Evening Prayer 
   

Russell Wilcox 

Sunday 
September 19 

17th SA  Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Divine Service 

Phil Hartfiel 
 
 
 

Choir 

Phil Hartfield 
Emily Zimmerman, 

Violin 
 

Choir 

Noël Hamm 
 
 
 

Russell Wilcox 

Wednesday 
September 22 

 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Evening Prayer 

   
Russell Wilcox 

Sunday 
September 26 

18th SA Pentecost 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

Divine Service 
 
 
 

Matins 

Choir 
 
 

Mens Chorus 

Choir 
 
 

Mens Chorus 

 
Russell Wilcox 

Wednesday 
September 29 

 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Evening Prayer 

   
Russell Wilcox 

Worship & Music  

Sunday, 9/12  9:00 a.m. 
Sunday, 9/19  9:00 a.m. 
Sunday, 9/26  9:30 a.m.  Mens Chorus 

Interested in playing trombone?  We have a trom-
bone that we would love to give to a music lover 
and/or a blossoming musician.  If you are interest-
ed please contact Music Director, Russell Wilcox. 

Jubilate Ringers Rehearsal 
Mondays, 6:30 p.m. starting 
on Monday, September 13 
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2021 - 2022  Music Season at Our Savior Lutheran Church 
 

Adult/Senior Choir 
In the past several years we have been trying to make choir participation easier and more 
attractive. Being sensitive to modern schedules and the considerable distances many of 
us live from the church, we have minimized midweek choir rehearsals.   
We try to rehearse mostly on Sunday mornings while we’re already at church.  Finding or 
rearranging music in our choral library and finding new publications that are easier to 
learn has become a top priority.  Using anthems with familiar tunes and instrumental ac-
companiments is a sure plus--making them more accessible and getting more people 
involved.  Music does not have to be difficult to support worship and proclaim God’s 
Word.   
 
Rehearsals are Sundays at 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. and when necessary with the exception of when the choir 
sings at 8:30 a.m..  Attendance at all rehearsals is not necessary.  I am always happy to work with indi-
viduals and/or sections.   Please direct any inquiries to Russell Wilcox (music@oslcraleigh.org) or in 
person. 
 
Men’s Chorus 
The Men’s Chorus affords an opportunity for both choir and non-choir participant men to sing together 
several times a year.  We sometimes plan as much as a month ahead and practice several times, but 
occasionally get together with a week’s notice and a single rehearsal.  We mostly communicate by 
email.  Guys, would any of you like to be notified when we’re going to practice and sing?  Simply let me 
know you’d like to be added to our e-group of A FEW GOOD MEN, then join us as often or as infre-
quently as your schedule allows.   
Contact Russell Wilcox (music@oslcraleigh.org). 
 
 
Small Choral Ensembles 
Duets, trios and quartets have become a viable part of our music program.  Trying to bring a good bal-
ance of vocal music at early and late services, this has been a great way to get more music in our Di-
vine Services and more involvement for our singers.  If anyone is interested in participating in an occa-
sional ensemble but doesn’t want a regular commitment to the choir, please contact Russell Wilcox 
(music@oslcraleigh.org). 
 
 
Sunday School Choir 
Shelley Dorman will lead the Sunday School Choir which rehearses most Sundays as a part of the 
Sunday School hour. Singing is an integral part of Lutheran worship and we view this as an important 
part of Christian education. As public school music education continues to dwindle, we are ever more 
committed to teach our Lutheran youngsters how to sing in church. 
 
 
Handbells 
Noël Hamm directs our handbell choir. The “Jubilate Ringers” meet on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. for re-
hearsals which the ringers say are a lot of fun. The ringers play on an average of one service per 
month. You do not need to know how to read music to play handbells - just be able to count. Please  
direct any questions or inquiries to Noël (email: Noel2bach@yahoo.com). 
 
 
OSLC Orchestra 
Our instrumental ensemble gets together several times each season to play for special services such 
as Reformation, Christmas and Easter, and other Sundays.  We currently have two violins, two violas, a 
cello, a double bass, and two clarinets.  Depending upon availability, we use varying combinations.  
Occasionally we rehearse on Saturday morning before playing on Sunday; often we rehearse on Sun-
day just prior to the service.  Please direct any inquiries to Russell Wilcox (music@oslcraleigh.org) or in 
person. 
 
In His Service and Yours,  
 

Russell Wilcox, OSLC Music Director 
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Wanted … 
Ringers for the OSLC  

Handbell Choir, 
The Jubilate Ringers 

 

 
 
 

Requirements: 
 

  2 HANDS 
 

  LOVE OF MUSIC 
 

  ABILITY TO COUNT 
 

  DESIRE TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE GOD 
 

Did you notice what is missing from the list?  That’s right!  You do not have 
to be able to read music!  We use a color-coded system to mark the mu-
sic.  You just need to know how to count.  If you think you might be inter-
ested, just talk to Handbell Director Noël Hamm, Music Director Russell 
Wilcox, or to any member of the music program.  If you would like to see 
what it is like to ring a handbell, Noël  will be happy to let you give it a try.  
The Jubilate Ringers have fun and make beautiful music.  Our first re-
hearsal will be Monday, September 13, 6:30 p.m. Come and join us in 
ringing praises to our Lord.  Sign up on the bulletin board outside the   
Music Room. 
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SEPTEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL  
September 5—Enduring Faith Unit 7 Lesson 1: An Angel Announces Jesus’ Birth Foretold (Luke 1:26-56) 

September 12—Enduring Faith Unit 7 Lesson 2: Silence Before A Son is Born  (Luke 1:5-25; 57-66) 
September 19—Enduring Faith Unit 7 Lesson 3: The Temple Testimonies Jesus’ Birth and Presentation 

 (Luke 2:1-7, 22-40) 
September 26— Enduring Faith Unit 7 Lesson 4: His Father’s House: Boy Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:41-52) 

 
 
 

September Teachers: 
Preschool — Bonnie Martin  

Kindergarten-2nd Grade — Britt Johnson 
3rd-5th Grade — Shelley Dorman 
Middle Schools — Zach Dorman 
High School —Josh Armstrong 

Education  

Sundays 
Weekly Sunday School classes are available every week for Preschool  (ages 3 and up) through 12th 
grade, 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  
 
All adults are invited and encouraged to attend the Adult Bible Class taught by  
Pr. Martin every Sunday, 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
 

Tuesdays 
On Tuesday mornings, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., a review of the lectionary for the week is provided by  
Pr. Martin .  This is an opportunity for all to prepare for the upcoming Sunday lessons. 
9/1–15th SA Pentecost: OT: Isaiah 35:4-7a; Epistle: James 2:1-10, 14-18; Gospel: Mark 7:31-37 
9/8 -16th SA Pentecost: OT: Isaiah 50: 4-10; Epistle: James 3:1-12; Gospel: Mark 9:14-29 
9/15- 17th SA Pentecost: OT: Jeremiah 11:18-20; Epistle: James 3:13-4:10; Gospel: Mark 9:30-37 
9/22- 18th SA Pentecost: OT: Num. 11:4-6;10-16;24-29, 6-9; Epistle: James 5:13-20; Gospel: Mark 9:38-50 
9/29 - 19th SA Pentecost: OT: Genesis 2:18-25; Epistle: Hebrews 2:1-13; Mark: 10:2-16 
 

Wednesdays  
Wednesday 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Pastor’s Class meets immediately following Evening Prayer every week. 
The text for the current class is C.S. Lewis’ “The Weight of Glory”.   
 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class for 7th or 8th grade students will begin Saturday, September 11, 10:00 
a.m. - 11:00 a.m. with Pastor Martin.  If your student plans to be a part of the 2021-2022 
class, please contact the Church Office before September 1.   

If you are interested in teaching 
during the 2021-2022 year—please 

contact Shelley Dorman and/or 
Faith Orr. 

OSLC Library News 
There are a number of recent additions to the library. Check them out! 
 

 The Christians as the Romans Saw Them 
 Martin Luther: Renegade and Prophet 
 Sounding the Seasons:  70 Sonnets for the Christian Year 
 David’s Crown:  Sounding the Psalms 
 Loci Communes 1543 by Philip Melanchthon 
 Concordia Triglotta :  German-Latin-English Book of Concord et. al. 
 

New books can be found on the table next to the Reference section. 
 

The Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps and Time Lines is a great resource for Sunday School teachers and those interested in 
topics of Bible history. This book is in an oversize format with foldout features.  Many of the articles, maps, charts and other 
visuals are reproducible. 
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The Camp Linn Haven Youth Servant Event held in Linville, NC on July 25-31, 2021 was a great 
success. 
There were 115 youth and adults in attendance at this beautiful camp in the North Carolina 
mountains. Congregations were represented from North Carolina, Virginia, Missouri and Illinois.  
Our Savior, Raleigh, NC sent 2 counselors and 9 youth to this event. There were many service 
projects during the week. The projects included landscaping and painting at four local elemen-
tary schools, maintenance projects at various Hospice homes, and landscaping and painting at 
Crossnore School which is a school for children in crisis who need help. The largest project was 
the back pack project. There were enough school supplies donated and purchased to create 700 
back packs for the children of the Avery County School system.  
Besides working on service projects, our experiences included daily devotions, group activities, 
free time, camp fires, skits, games and even an evening service at Flat Rock Overlook on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway. Also on Friday, a field day of games and lunch was held for Crossnore 
School. Each day was jam packed with events. A schedule has been posted on the youth sec-
tion of the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  If any church member would like more infor-
mation, please ask a youth or the counselors Shelley Dorman or Darwin Roseman.  
We participated in Christian service to our neighboring community, Christian fellowship within our 
group and the other youth, and Christian worship in the beautiful NC mountains. This was an ex-
perience not to be forgotten.  I hope the youth enjoyed this experience as much as I did.     
I want to express my sincerest thanks and appreciation to the members of Our Savior for their 
thoughts, prayers and contributions to our servant event. It could not have happened without a 
strong supporting cast. I want to thank Shelley Dorman for being our girls’ counselor. She was 
just super. Thank you to the parents and youth for trusting me on this journey. Of course, I want 
to thank my Lord Jesus Christ for giving me the strength and patience to lead this great group of 
youth. 
Thanks for the opportunity! 
God’s blessings to all! 

Darwin Roseman  
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Camp Linn Haven was a very interesting and in-
formative trip. I learned a lot about other Lutheran 
kids my age, and a lot about the responsibilities 
we have. I got to meet new people, and do new 
things but most importantly, I had the opportunity 
to challenge myself to make a positive difference. 
We used our responsibilities as Lutherans and did 
God's work through us by helping the communi-
ties around us that needed it. Some things that 
my group specifically did was helping out a local 
public school named “Freedom Elementary” in 
some ways they couldn't do themselves. We 
painted classrooms, stained fences, mulched 
their playgrounds and gardens, cleaned up their 
gardens and yards, and more.  
 
These aren't the only things we did to help others 
at Camp Linn Haven, I met some other kids that 
cleaned up local orphanages and other schools in 
the area, others would help people with at-home 
needs. Another charity we did as a community 
was the backpack drive. This is where different 
adults and parents in need would come and pick 
up backpacks we funded for their children or oth-
er people who needed them but couldn't afford 
them. Just knowing that we could help others in 
need, and put smiles on the faces of those who 
needed it the most really helped. Getting to meet 
all these charitable people of the same belief, and 
kids of the same age was a big eye-opener for 
me and probably tons of other people. I'm just 
glad we could try our best to make some kind of a 
difference.  
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Staff and Council  

FINANCIAL REPORT  
As of  July 

Budget   $ 282,342.55 
Income   $ 310.023.17 
Expenses  $ 252,199.16 
Net     $     57,824.01 

OSLC has purchased and installed an  
automated external defibrillator (AED).   

It is located in the Church Office in the marked 
closet—across from the copy room.  

The door is clearly marked. 

Are you running out of  
offering envelopes? 

We will continue to use our unprinted 
 envelopes through 2021.  If you need 

additional envelopes, please see 
Maureen in the Church Office. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
1500 Glenwood Ave. 

Raleigh, NC  27608-2338 
Phone:  (919) 832-8822 

FAX:  (866) 906-9895 (toll free) 
Web site: www.oslcraleigh.org 

 
  Pastor                    kmartinnc@gmail.com 
                                Reverend Kevin Martin 
 
   

  Office                     OSLCadmn@gmail.com 
                                 Maureen Costello 

 
Music  

Noël Hamm            noel2bach@yahoo.com 
Handbell Director/Organist 

 

Russell Wilcox       music@oslcraleigh.org 
Music Director/Organist 

Church Council June 1, 2021 – May 31, 2022 
Aimee Weber– President  
Ben Brown – Vice President  
Steve Whited – Treasurer    
Steve Schammel – Financial Secretary  
Jenn Spurgat – Council Secretary  
Matt Cox – member at large   
  

Board of Elders June 1, 2021 – May 31, 2022 
Karl Abbott, chair  Matt Beaty    

Zach Dorman  Britt Johnson   
Dave Langley  Joey Morris    

   Matt Schaub    
 

Caring Ministries Chair: Loulie Metzger 
Education Chair: Faith Orr 
Fellowship Chair: Karen Lockamy 
Properties Chair: Joe Lapp 
Technology Chair: Charles Sheridan 
Youth Chair: Tim Orr 

We are grateful for the continuing and generous 
financial support by the OSLC family.  
You will find the offering plates in the nar-
thex each Sunday.  You are welcome to 
mail your gifts if you would prefer. 
If you have interest in electronic giving 
and/or direct deposit, please speak with Maureen. 

Elders meeting 
Tuesday,  
September 7 
5:30 p.m. 

Council Meeting 
Tuesday, September 14 
5:30 p.m. 

Thank you to our own 4th year Seminarian 
Chase Lefort for his help during his time in 
Raleigh following his vicarage in California.  
Chase will soon return to Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana to 
complete his final 
year. 
 
We would also like to 
thank Rev. Greg Wil-
liamson for filling in 
for Pastor Martin–  it 
is always our pleasure to have him as our 
guest. 
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Celebrations      

Max Langley    9/5 
Hannah Weber   9/5 
Heather Orr    9/6 
Kyle Whitehurst   9/6 
Lisa Goodwin   9/7 
Helena Moore   9/7 
Mareena Cox   9/18 
Joey Morris    9/18 
Gerry Wichmann  9/19 
Gay Van Etten   9/21 
Mona Howard   9/23 
Denise Bitzes   9/25 
Chuck Hamm   9/25 
Hayden Gridley   9/26 
Tim Mize     9/26 
Darwin Roseman  9/26 
Hazen Weber   9/26 
Anastasia Jeffcoat  9/29 
Christel Lefort   9/29 
Jonathan Madler   9/30 
Paul Staebler   9/30 

Congregational Care 

We remember in prayer … 
 

Family and Friends serving in our Armed Forces  
Brandon Baden, U.S.A.F., nephew of Britt & Sandie 

Johnson 
Matt Beaty, U.S. Army, Fort Bragg, NC 
Capt. Benjamin Brighton, U.S.M.C., grandson of Erika 

Swaim, Norfolk, VA 
Lt. Col. James Burhop, U.S. Army Reserve,  friend of 

the Gunermans 
LTC Shane Evans, U.S. Army National Guard, cousin of 

Carmen Madler 
Maj. Denny Gerold, U.S.A.F., Fort Bragg, NC  
Cpt. Joshua Gilreath, U.S.A.F., nephew of Tim Potter 
SFC Ken Martinsen, NC National Guard, 130th MEB, 

NC 
Lance Cpl. Logan Palmer, U.S.M.C., Camp LeJeune, 

NC 
 Seth Templeton, U.S. Army, 82nd Airborne, husband of 

Michelle Goto, Fort Bragg, NC 
Chaplain Greg Todd, U.S. Navy 
Ken Woods, U.S. Army, brother of Tim Woods, stationed 

at Fort Leavenworth, KS 
Senior Chief Chris Yacur, U.S. Navy, husband of former 

member Erin Schmidt Yacur, stationed in CT 
Justin Zehms, U.S. Army, nephew of Beth and Mark 

Hallowell 
 
Gretchen Bailey, continuing age related health concerns 
Rebekah Beaty,  daughter of Ashley & Matt, at home 
recovering following heart surgery 
Helen Clark-Emmons, recovering from hip surgery 
Joe Hayes, continuing recovery at home 
Mary Mize, recovering from heart surgery 
Whitehurst Family, on-going health concerns 

 
 

Gwenyvere Larsen 
Allison Radcliff 

Congratulations and God’s richest blessings on the 
safe and healthy delivery of Liam Monti Good born 

to Taliah and Nathan Good on July 30, 2021.   
Liam is the 3rd grandchild of Kathy Costello Floyd 

and the 13th great-grandchild  of Ruth Costello. 
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LWML 
LWML LUNCH BUNCH 
IS RETURNING THIS 
MONTH! 
Join us Tuesday, Sep-
tember 28 at 12:30p.m. 
All women of Our Savior 
are invited to join this group of ladies who enjoy 
Christian fellowship once a month, September 
through November and January through May. We 
meet at a local restaurant for good food and good 
conversation. A schedule and a sign-up sheet can 
be found on the LWML bulletin board in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Please sign up if you plan to attend 
so we’ll know how many to expect. Also, if you’d 
like to carpool from church, indicate that on the 
sign-up sheet and be at church by noon.  
 
This month we’ll be meeting at the  
High Park Bar & Grill located at 625 E. Whitaker 
Mill Road in Raleigh. We’d 
love for you to join us!   
 
 
 
 
 

LWML MITE COLLECTION   
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
The Carolinas District has now been able to pay 
the first four of eight grants chosen for the 2020-
2022 biennium. The last four grants are Deacon-
ess Students Serving with Mercy Teams, Jacmel 
Lutheran Home and Center of Refuge Orphanage, 
Teen Bible Camp in Alaska, and St. Stephens Lu-
theran Comfort Dog Ministry. Thank you for your 
donations as we strive to support these ministries. 
Mite boxes are available on the LWML table in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 
 

MITE COLLECTIONS – 
July Mites - $121.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LWML  to celebrate a "September to Remem-
ber" on Tuesday, September 14 
You’re encouraged to make a donation in honor or 
memory of someone who has been a “Shining 
Light” in your life. All donations will go to the 2021-
2023 mission goal. You may give online on 
9/14/21 by going to the website lwml.org and find-
ing the Giving tab or by mailing in a contribution to 
LWML, 801 Seminary Place, Ste.L1010, St. Louis, 
MO 63105. Please be sure to write Sept. to Re-
member on the memo-line of the check. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LWML ONGOING COLLECTIONS  
Travel size toiletries 
 
Don’t forget to collect travel size toiletries as you 
vacation. The toiletries are given to the Matthew 
Ministry at Jordan Lutheran Church. Teams from 
Jordan hand out these items to the homeless in 
downtown Raleigh twice a month on Saturdays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Used eyeglasses 
Used eyeglasses are taken to the 
Eye Care Center in Cary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will find collection baskets for these items on 
the table beneath the LWML bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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2021-2023  LWML Mission Grant #1 
 

Deaconess Ministry Boys and Girls 
Ranch 

 
 Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch — $81,680 

Approved Resolution at the LWML Convention 
 
WHEREAS, Matthew 25:30 assures that whenever 
we serve the “least of these brothers and sisters” of 
Christ, we are serving the Lord; and 
 
WHEREAS, the healing ministries of Dakota Boys 
and Girls Ranch  create an eternal, life-giving, im-
pact in the lives of children (ages 10-18) who face 
unimaginable abuse, neglect and trauma - children 
who truly are “the least of these”, and 
 
WHEREAS, traumatized children are often caught 
in a hope-draining, spiritual-care gap, which makes 
them unreachable by male chaplains, simply be-
cause of gender (especially true for female children 
who have been victimized by male figures), result-
ing in trust issues that are hopelessly difficult for a 
child to bridge; and 
 
WHEREAS, the specialized ministry of deaconess 
has been consistently shown to bridge this gap 
with the transformational care of Christ, thereby 
helping both young girls and boys, who have expe-
rienced some of the worst trauma imaginable, dis-
cover the life-changing hope and healing of Christ 
Himself, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the delegates of the 2021 Luther-
an Women’s Missionary League Convention 
scheduled for Lexington, Kentucky, vote the sum of 
$81,680 to help fund Deaconess Ministry - Dako-
ta Boys and Girls Ranch. 

Since 1952, the Dako-
ta Boys and Girls 
Ranch has touched the 
lives of more than 
34,000 at-risk youth. 
The Ranch brings 
Christ-centered hope 
and healing to children 
from across the nation 
who have experienced 

severe psychiatric, emotional, behavioral and/or de-
velopment challenges due to abuse, neglect, and vio-
lence. 
Children ages 10-18 and their families find new be-
ginnings through Christ-centered and mercy-focused 
care. The Ranch is a place of stability, hope, and 
comfort, where the children learn to see the world dif-
ferently. 
LCMS Deaconess Kelly Bristow, builds a relationship 
of trust with the children. When they move on from 
the Ranch, they leave knowing God loves them and 
that His love will never change. The deaconess pro-
gram is part of the Ranch’s overall Spiritual Life Pro-
gram, and it impacts more than 300 residential chil-
dren annually. With this grant, Dakota Boys and Girls 
Ranch will be able to fund one year of deaconess 
ministry. 

One of the weekly chapel services on 
the Ranch’s Minot Campus. Real 
ministry happens each week where 
children learn to see the world differ-
ently, feel the love of God through 
those who care for them, and begin 
to look to the future with hope. 

Building Bridges into kid’s lives - 
When kids are traumatized by abuse, 
neglect, or abandonment, horse thera-
py at the Dakota Boys and Girls 
Ranch can help children begin their 
move toward Christ-centered healing. 

Music has healing power at the 
Ranch. Deaconess Kelly Bristow and 
a student from the Ranch’s Dakota 
Memorial School perform at the 2019 
High School Graduation, uplifting the 
spirits of the graduates, families and 
friends. 

We pray together: 
Dear Lord, we praise and thank You for the encouraging words of Matthew 25:40b, assuring us that whenever and wher-
ever we serve “one of the least of these my brothers” or sisters of Christ, we are serving the Lord. We pray that the heal-
ing ministry of the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch will have a restoring impact on the lives of the children who have faced 
unimaginable abuse, neglect, and trauma -  truly the least of these.  We commend to Your care all who participate in and 
are impacted by this deaconess ministry. In Jesus’ name we pray.   Amen 
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